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Patriarchal Age 
 

A patriarch is the oldest father of an extended family. The Patriarchal Age began 

with Adam and ended with Moses leading the Children of Israel out of bondage 

of slavery in Egypt.  During this period God spoke directly to the patriarch.  We 

have record of God speaking to Adam, Noah, Job, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

 

It is also stated God walked and talked with Enoch. Melchizedek was a priest to 

whom Abraham paid tithes, therefore it is assumed he talked with God. 

 

After the Children of Israel crossed the Red Sea, a new covenant and priesthood 

was established followed by the giving of the Ten Commandments. 

 

Studies in the Patriarchal Age: 

1 Adam 

2 Noah  

3 Tower of Babel 

4 Abram’s Call 

5 Abraham Gives Tribute to a Priest 

6 Ishmael, The Natural Son 

7 Covenant with Abraham 

8 Sodom and Gomorrah 

9 Isaac, the Son of Promise 

10 Testing of Faith 

11 Abraham’s Final Days 

12 Life of Isaac 

13 Jacob Deceives  

14 Jacob Arrives in East  

15 Jacob Flees Laban 

16 Jacob Returns Home 

17 Jacob Returns to Bethel 

18 Jacob’s Trouble 

19 Joseph, The Slave 

20 Joseph, The Ruler 

21 Jacob Goes to Egypt  

22 Joseph and Jacob Die in Egypt 

23 Job 
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 Adam 
 

Setting: It is not known when the Angels and other heavenly beings were 

created, but God, the Father, God, the Word, and God, the Spirit, have always 

existed. At some point in eternity They created the universe, man and everything 

else. During this time God walked upon the earth with man. 
 

Text: Genesis 1 – 5 

 

Key Point(s): 

1. God created man in His/Their image and with the ability of choice. 

2. God spoke during this period directly to Adam telling him what to do 

and what not to do. 

3. Eve saw the forbidden fruit was good for food, pleasing to look at and 

desirable for gaining wisdom. 

4.    She chose to disobey her desires by disobeying God and so did Adam.   

5. This disobedience was sin for which they were punished but given hope 

for forgiveness. 

 

Word Study: 

1:26 Image – resemblance; not physical but His nature – love, just, righteous, 

kind, merciful, peaceful and forgiving. More likely in character traits. 

2:8   Breath of Life becoming a Living being - An air breathing individual  

        that is not plant or fish. 

2:10 Eden – a place of delight or pleasantness.  

3:14 Cursed - harm or hardship to fall upon someone not in an ordinary way  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Noah 

 

Setting:  Noah was born about 1056 years following the creation of Adam who 

died 126 years before Noah was born.  Knowing where Noah lived is not 

important only that he and his family were righteous and all others were wicked. 

 

Text: Genesis 6 – 10 

 

Key Point(s): 

1. Noah was given specific commands regarding what he must do to save his 

family and all wo would believe God’s message. 

2. Noah obeyed, thus he and his family were saved by God’s grace. 

3. Following his deliverance Noah worshipped God. 

4. Speaking of Noah and his family Peter stated "... eight in all, were saved 
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through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-not 

the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward 

God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 3:20-21) 

"By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark 

to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith."(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

Word Study: 

6:1   Sons of God - People of Godly character - righteous people 

6:1   Daughters of men - People lacking Godliness - unrighteous people 

6:11 Corrupt - morally perverted actions not pleasing to God 

7:1   Righteous - justified and vindicated by God 

8:20 Burnt Offering - an offering to God entirely consumed in the altar's  

                                   flames going up to God in worship. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

Tower of Babel Era 

 
Setting: Only eight righteous people came out of the ark. They all lived in the 

same general area. As they grew in number they became displeasing to God. 

 

Text: Genesis 11 

 

Key Point(s): 

1. All mankind spoke one language and lived together. 

2. Their plans were contrary to God’s plan. 

3. They displeased God, by implication they disobeyed some command(s)  

4. God separated them into language groups. 

 

Word Study: 

11.3 Shinar - country of two rivers, the ancient name for the territory later  

        known as Babylonia or Chaldea  

11.4 Make a name - a mark or memorial of individuality; by implication honor,  

        authority, character to self rather than to God: 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Abram’s Call 

 

Setting:  Abram appears to have been born less than 900 years after Noah's birth 

and less than 300 years following the flood. He appears to have lived in the 

general area of where the tower of Babel was located. 

 

Text: Genesis 12-13 

 

Key Point(s): 

All the people of the earth will be blessed through Abram. 

Note the differences in attitude: 

1. Abraham allowed Lot to choose first. He took what was left. 

2. Lot selected the best land, thinking of himself. 

 

Related reference:  

Abraham’s call and faith in God - Hebrews 11:8-19. (Refer to Appendix 2) 

 

Word Study: 

12:9 Pitched his tent - To take up residence. Resided in that location for a while. 

12:9 Negev - the south country, i.e., the region south of Judah. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 Abraham Gives Tribute to a Priest 

 

Setting: Abraham obeyed God and was living in Canaan an area we know as 

Palestine. This land was west of the valley of Shinar or Ur of the Chaldeas, 

separated by desert and near the Mediterranean Sea. It was during this time God 

spoke to heads of families which is often referred to as the Patriarchal age.  

 

Text: Genesis 14 

 

Key Point: Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of God, blessed Abram. The 

greater blesses the lessor. Abram gave to Melchizedek one tenth [tribute] of 

what he had taken from battle. 

 

Related Reference: 

Melchizedek - Hebrews 7 – (Refer to Appendix 3) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Ishmael, the Natural Son 

 

Setting: God promised a son to Abraham and Sarah but they became impatient 

with God taking matters into their own hands. 

 

Text: Genesis 15-16 

 

Key Point: By his actions Abraham showed he believed God which was 

credited to him as righteousness. 

 

Related References: 

Ishmael - Galatians 4 – Refer to Appendix 4 

 

Available Related Study  

Angel of the Lord, Beyond The Terrestrial, Specific Angels (an in-depth study)  

 

Word Study: 

16:7  Angel of the Lord - A messenger from God [could be God the Son]  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Covenant With Abraham  

 

Setting: Abraham was 99 years old and living in the land of Canaan when God 

entered into the covenant with him.  Ishmael was around 12 or 13 years old and 

Isaac was still just a promise. 

 

Text: Genesis 17 - 18:19 

 

Key Point: Abraham lived a life before God based on righteousness (justice), 

integrity, truthful, innocent and unimpaired and so should we. 

 

Related References: 

God's Covenant with Abraham, Romans 4 -Appendix 5 

 

Word Study: 

17:2 Blameless - with integrity based on truth, unimpaired, innocent and  

        wholesome 

17:2 Covenant - promise, pledge, constitutional agreement or alliance, 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah 

 

Setting: A short time following the covenant of circumcision God appeared 

again to Abraham to tell him that Sarah would have a child promised long ago.  

Following this announcement Abraham was told about God’s wrath toward the 

wicked citizens of Sodom and the surrounding cities. 

 

Text: Genesis 18:20 - 19 

 

Key Point: The lifestyle of the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah were so 

grievous to God that He decided to totally remove all their inhabitants from His 

presence. 

 

Related References:  

Sodom and Gomorrah - Appendix 6 

Also Lev. 20:13, Rom. 1:18-27, 1 Cor. 6:9-11 and 1 Tim. 1:9-11  

 

Word Study: 

19:5   Have sex with them - Sexual acts between the same sex [homosexual] 

19:23 Burning sulfur – properly, cypress resin; by analogy, sulfur.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Isaac, the Son of Promise 

 

Setting: Before the birth of Isaac, Abraham moved near Gerar in the country of 

Abimelech.  Not trusting God and fearing for his and Sarah’s life he lied about 

Sarah being his wife which led Abimelech to take her for his wife. 

 

Text: Genesis 20 - 21 

 

Key Point: God is always faithful and His promises are always fulfilled.  Man 

tends to sin so easily. 

 

Word Study: 

20:7 – Prophet: a spokesman, a speaker who delivers God’s message 

 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Testing of Faith 

 

Setting: No doubt Isaac was very dear to Abraham as he was Sarah’s only child 

and the child God had promised to them.  Abraham’s righteousness and 

faithfulness did not waiver in his relationship with God. 

 

Text: Genesis 22 –23 

 

Key Point: Can God determine our love of him by what we give to Him or what 

we withhold from Him?  Abraham did not withhold Isaac. 

 

Word Study: 

22:1 Tested - to test, try, prove, tempt, assay, put to the proof  

22:2 Your only son – a) only, unique, one, b) solitary  

22:6 Burnt Offering – the whole being consumed by fire, and regarded as  

         ascending to God while being consumed. 

22:15 Angel of the Lord – a messenger, a representative – (Refer to Appendix 5) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Abraham's Final Days 

 

Setting: Abraham’s servant journeyed from Canaan to the land of the 

Chaldeans, where Abraham lived before God called him, for the purpose of 

getting a wife for Isaac.  The servant then returns to Abraham. 

 

Text: Genesis 24 - 25:19 

 

Key Point: Isaac marries one who believes in God, not some idol worshipper. 

 

Word Study: 

24:2 Hand Under Thigh – The thigh was the seat of generative power, and the  

        region of sacramental consecration, and to put the hand under the thigh was  

        to acknowledge and pledge obedience to him who requires the oath. 

24:62 Negev – the region south of Judah, boundaries not exactly defined. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 Life of Isaac 

 

Setting: Abraham died and was buried in Canaan.  Isaac’s and Rebekah’s twin 

sons are now adults and Isaac settles among the Philistines. 

 

Text: Genesis 25:20 - 26 

 

Key Point: I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth 

will be blessed because Abraham obeyed me. (Note offspring is singular 

indication only one person.) 

 

Word Study: 

25:30 Edom – red, the elder twin-brother of Jacob; hence the region (Idumaea)  

         occupied by him. 

25:32 Birthright – The birthright of the firstborn consisted of a double portion of  

          a father’s estate. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Jacob Deceives 

 

Setting: Isaac was getting old and he wishes to bless Esau  

 

Text: Genesis 27 - 28 

 

Key Point: God promised Jacob that through one of his descendants that all 

people on the Earth will be blessed. 

 

Word Study: 

28:29 Vow – promises to perform certain things for or to bring certain offerings  

          in return for certain benefits which were hoped for.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
Jacob Arrives in the East Country 

 

Setting: Jacob had deceived Isaac and angered his brother Esau. He fled to his 

mother’s home which was in the land of the Chaldeans. 

 

Text: Genesis 29 - 30 

 

Key Point: Earlier Rebekah and Jacob deceived Isaac and now Jacob is being 

deceived. 

 

Word Study: 

29:16 Mandrakes – an aphrodisiac, a love-apple; assumed to excite sexual  

         desire, and favoring procreation  

30:27 Divination – to divine, to observe signs, to learn by experience, to  

          diligently observe, to practice fortune telling, to take as an omen 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Jacob Flees Laban 

 

Setting: Jacob’s four wives bore several children to him while they lived with 

Laban, his mother’s, Rebekah, brother, in the area where God called Abraham to 

leave. But time had come for Jacob to return to Canaan where Isaac lived and 

where Abraham was buried.   

 

Text: Genesis 31 -32 

 

Key Point: Jacob deceived his father and brother and was deceived by his uncle 

many times.  Jacob fulfilled his commitment and then made things right with 

Esau. 

 

Words Study: 

31:53 Oath – invoking a curse upon one's self if one has not spoken the truth or  

         if one fails to keep a promise. Oaths play a very important part, not only in  

         lawsuits and state affairs, but also in the dealings of everyday life. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________



 12 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Jacob Returns Home 

 

Setting:  Jacob arrives in Canaan with his wives, children and flocks not 

knowing what to expect from his brother who he had wronged years before. 

 

Text: Genesis 33 

 

Key Point: God has blessed me.  I have all I need. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Jacob Returns to Bethel 

 

Setting:  Jacob has returned home and made things right with Esau.  He then 

returned to the place where God appeared to him when he fled for his life. 

 

Text: Genesis 34 - 36 

 

Key Point: Jacob draws closer to God by requiring all idols be removed.  He 

returns to the place where God appeared and gave him the same promise as He 

had given to Abraham and Isaac, through one of his descendants all people 

would be blessed. 

 

Words Study: 

35:6 Altar – A place of slaughtering a sacrifice for a worship or offering 

35:14 Drink Offering – – libation [an act of pouring out a drink offering to a 

deity], an offering of wine, rarely water, sometimes of oil, and usually 

accompanying the burnt offering but often with the peace offerings. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Jacob's Trouble 

 

Setting: After Jacob returned to Canaan and made peace with Esau. Isaac their 

father died. Rachel, the wife for whom Jacob had worked 14 years, also died.  

Jacob favored Joseph, Rachael’s first born, causing much jealousy among his 

other sons.   

 

Text: Genesis 37 - 38 

 

Key Point: God uses a terrible hate situation to his glory and to the saving of 

Jacob and his family. It was through Jacob the Savior would come. 

 

Word Study: 

37:7 Sheaves –  a quantity of stalks of grain and ears of grain bound together 

37:20 Cisterns – a hole dug in the ground to gather and hold rainwater. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Joseph, The Slave 

 

Setting: Joseph had been sold as a slave by his brothers to a band of Ishmaelite 

travelers going to Egypt. The Ishmaelites were descendents of Ishmael the son 

of Abraham by Sarah’s handmaid. Upon arrival in Egypt they sold Joseph to one 

of Pharaoh’s officials. 

 

Text: Genesis 39 - 41:40 

 

Key Point: Even in the most difficult times it is necessary to refrain from 

sinning although the consequences may be harsh and grossly unfair. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Joseph, The Ruler 

 

Setting: Suffering the consequences of living righteously, Joseph was sent to 

prison.  While in prison he was abandon by those he helped but not by God. 

 

Text: Genesis 41:41 - 44 

 

Key Point: a).  From a slave to the second most powerful person in Egypt, 

righteous Joseph still allowed God to use him to His glory and to fulfill His 

plans.   b).  Judah who had suggested selling Joseph into slavery now offers 

himself as a slave to protect Benjamin, the son so bound up in Jacob’s life. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Jacob Goes to Egypt 

 

Setting: Joseph’s brothers bowed down to Joseph fulfilling the dreams he had as 

a youth of seventeen and Jacob acknowledges his guilt.  Then Joseph revealed to 

his brothers that he was Joseph with whom they had acted so treacherously 

many years before. 

 

Text: Genesis 45-47 

 

Key Point: But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on 

earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  

 

 

Jacob and Joseph Die In Egypt 

 

Setting:  Jacob pronounced a blessing upon his sons and upon the sons of 

Joseph before he dies 

 

Text: Genesis 48 - 50 
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Key Point(s): 

a) The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his 

feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.  

b) But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the 

land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Tragedy Strikes 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 1 –3 

 

Key Point. “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the 

Lord be praised.” 

 

Word Study: 

1:1 Uz – The Land of Uz was not extremely far from the land of the Chaldeans,  

      present day Iraq and Iran, nor the land of the Sabeans, present day Yemen,   

     Therefore, Uz was probably east of Palestine in the Arabian desert. 

 

Related references  

Behemoth and Leviathan - Appendix 7 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Eliphaz and Job 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   
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Text: Job 4 – 7 

 

Key Point. “Then I will still have this consolation – my joy in unrelenting pain 

– that I had not denied the words of the Holy One.”  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bildad and Job 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 8 – 10 

 

Key Point. “Surely God does not reject a blameless man … But how can a 

mortal be righteous before God.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Zophar and Job 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 11 – 14 

 

Key Point. “Men at ease have contempt for the misfortune” but God’s “hand is 

the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” 

“Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Eliphaz and Job Again 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 15 – 17 

 

Key Point. “Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. My 

intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; on behalf of a man he 

pleads with God as a man pleads for his friend.”  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Bildad and Job Again 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 18 – 19  

 

Key Point. “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand 

upon the earth.   And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see 

God.”  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Zophar and Job Again 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 
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offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 20 – 21 

 

Key Point. “So how can you console me with your nonsense?  Nothing is left of 

your answers but falsehood!" 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Eliphaz 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 22 – 24 

 

Key Point. “My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way 

without turning aside.  I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have 

treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Job’s Closing Statements 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 25 – 31 

 

Key Point. “As long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils, 

my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit.” … “The 
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fear of the Lord – that is wisdom.” … “what will I do when God confronts me?  

What will I answer when called to account?” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Job’s Closing Statements continued 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 32 – 37 

 

Key Point. “Listen to my words; pay attention to everything I say. I am about to 

open my mouth; my words are on the tip of my tongue.  My words come from 

an upright heart; my lips sincerely speak what I know. The Spirit of God has 

made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

God Speaks 

 

Setting: Job appears to have been one of the Patriarchs God talked with. Job 

offered burnt offerings to God just as Noah did. It is uncertain if he lived before, 

was contemporary with or lived after Abraham.  There is no record of any 

relationship with Abraham.   

 

Text: Job 38 – 42 

 

Key Point. "You said, 'Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and 

you shall answer me.'  My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen 

you.  Therefore, I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes."  

 

Related references  

Behemoth and Leviathan – Appendix 7 
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Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Moses 

 
God promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob the land they had walked over would 

someday be the land of their descendants, the Children of Israel.    

 

In the mean time they were in the bondage of slavery in Egypt. God will deliver 

them making the Promised Land available if they obeyed.   

 

This strongly parallels the lives of His chosen people today.  We suffer the 

bondage of sin. Christ has made Heaven available, Christian’s Promised Land, if 

we trust and obey Him and continue to keep his Word. 

 

Studies in the Mosaical Age: 

1 Moses, the Egyptian 

2 Moses called by God 

3 Moses, the Deliverer 

4 The Plagues 

5 Departing Egypt 

6 Crossing Over 

7 Feeding a New Nation 

8 Jethro 

9 Mt. Sinai 

10 Ten Commandments 

11 Other Commandments 

12 Covenant with Children of Israel 

13 Instructions for the Tabernacle and other Items 

14 Worship and Priest Items 

15 Idol Worship and Consequences  

16 New Tablets of Stone 

17 Ark and Tabernacle 

18 Sacrifices and Offerings 

19 Priest 

20 Food 

21 Health, Cleanliness and Purification 

22 Day of atonement 

23 Other Rules 

24 Priest Rules 

25 Feasts 

26 Rewards and Punishments 
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Moses, the Egyptian 

 

Setting: Some four hundred years have past since Jacob went to Egypt. His 

descendants had grown into the millions but were living in slavery. 

 

Text: Exodus 1 - 2 

 

Key Point: God is faithful.  He saw the Israelites living in slavery and 

remembered his promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Moses Called by God 

 

Setting: After killing an Egyptian taskmaster, Moses fled Egypt and lived in 

Midian. 

 

Text: Exodus 3 - 4:17 

 

Key Point: God told Moses to go but Moses said send someone else which 

angered God. 

 

Word Study: 

3:14  I AM  or "I WILL BE THAT I WILL BE“ -  indicating His covenant  

         pledge to be with Israel in the age to follow. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Deliverer 

 

Setting: Moses had spent 40 years in Egypt being trained in all the ways of the 

Egyptians and another 40 years as a shepherd being trained by God to lead His 

people from Egypt to the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Exodus 4:18 - 6 

 

Key Point: Let my people go so they can worship me. 



 22 

Word Study: 

6:3 The Lord – Almighty, all powerful 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Plagues 

 

Setting: Moses is ready to address Pharaoh giving him God’s message, His 

demands, to let the Israelites leave Egypt and worship Him. 

 

Text: Exodus 7 - 11 

 

Key Point: “And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I stretch 

out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it."  

 

Word Study: 

8:7   Secret arts (enchantments in other translations) – to wrap up, cover,  

        hence, clandestine, secret. It was this hidden element that enabled the  

        magicians of Egypt to impose on the credulity of Pharaoh in imitating or  

        reproducing the miracles of Moses and Aaron. 

8:26 Sacrifices that are detestable (abomination in other translations) –  

       The primary reason may have been that the cow was the most sacred  

       animal to the Egyptians, and the eating of it was obnoxious to them;  

       whereas it was eaten and sacrificed by the Jews and most other nations. 

  

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Departing Egypt 

 

Setting: The first-born son of the Egyptians will be the next and final action 

against Pharaoh before the Israelites leave Egypt.   

 

Text: Exodus 12 - 13:16 

 

Key Point: The day the angel of death passed over the Israelites is and will be a 

day to be remembered as they are to be delivered from slavery. 
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Word Study: 

12:8 Bitter herbs – probably a salad made from cucumbers, lettuce, water-cress,   

           parsley and endive [developing crown of chicory] 

12: 16 Sacred assembly – convocation, something called out; i.e., a public  

          meeting, a calling together  

12:23 The destroyer – a supernatural agent of destruction, or destroying angel,  

          executing Divine judgment (angel of death). 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Crossing Over 

 

Setting: The first-born sons of the Egyptians died, Pharaoh told Moses to take 

the Israelites out, the Passover had been celebrated and the Israelites having left 

Egypt faced the Red Sea with Pharaoh and his army closing in on them. 

 

Text: Exodus 13:17 - 15 

 

Key Point: Stand firm in your faith and receive the blessing of God as you are 

delivered from slavery (physically or spiritually). 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Feeding a New Nation 

 

Setting: The Israelites were delivered from Pharaoh and his army, they were 

free.  

 

Text: Exodus 16 - 17 

 

Key Point: God is displeased with grumbling but is always faithful and just. 

 

Word Study: 

16: 16 Omer – A dry measure equal to about 7 1/2 pints 

16:31 Manna -flakes or small round grains fell with the dew and appeared when  

          the dew left the ground "It was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of  

         it was like wafers made with honey.” 
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17:15 My Banner – or "Jehovah my banner" evidently meaning that the name of  

         Yahweh is the true banner under which victory is certain represented by  

          the altar used for worship and honor of God.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Jethro 

 

Setting: Moses had left Egypt where he lived 40 years and is now in Midian 

where he lived another 40 years tending sheep of Jethro, his father-in-law. 

 

Text: Exodus 18 

 

Key Point: Teach God’s message, show them how to live, the duties God 

expects them to perform and select trustworthy men as leaders. 

 

Word Study: 

Priest of Midian – Midian was a son of Abraham by his concubine Keturah. To  

him were born five sons, Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida and Eldaah. In verse 12 

we see where Jethro brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices to God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Mt. Sinai 

 

Setting: Three months had past since the Israelites had departed Egypt; crossed 

the Red Sea on dry ground; saw God destroy the Egyptian army; received food 

from Heaven yet grumbled about it and were now in the desert of Sinai. 

 

Text: Exodus 19 

 

Key Point: If you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 

you will be my treasured possession. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Ten Commandments 

 

Setting: The Israelites assembled before God at Mount Sinai trembling in fear 

  

Text: Exodus 20 

 

Key Point:  I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt out of 

slavery 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other Commandments 

 

Setting: The Ten Commandments had been given to the Israelites.  Now laws, 

rules and regulations to govern a society were given with individual rights 

specified. 

 

Text: Exodus 21 - 23 

 

Key Point: God’s people must deal righteously; i.e., justice and mercy, with 

others based upon a clear understanding of laws, rules and regulations.   

 

Word Study: 

22:18 Sorceress – Sorcery is the process by which humans attempt to acquire  

         information from spirits of departed souls of men, by the use of various  

         physical means.  It contrasts with genuinely inspired prophecy. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Covenant with Children of Israel 

 

Setting: God told the Israelites He would drive out the peoples of the land of 

promise. Now, their leaders approach God from afar but Moses draws near. 
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Text: Exodus 24 

 

Key Point: Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. 

They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey."  

 

Word Study: 

24:6 Fellowship offerings – peace-offering (mark of peace with God),  

        (fellowship between God and worshippers); welfare-offering 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Instructions For the Tabernacle and its Items 

 

Setting:  God continues to tell Moses what He requires of them. 

 

Text: Exodus 25 - 27 

 

Key Point: God specifies His living conditions when living among men in  

a) the tabernacle among the Israelites.  

b) the church among the Christians. 

 

Word Study: 

25:16 The Testimony – the table of stone [Ten Commandments] 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Worship and Priest Items 

 

Setting: God continues to provide instruction this time on worship, appearance 

before Him and actions to take by priest while fulfilling their priestly duties.  

 

Text: Exodus 28 - 31 

 

Key Point: To come before God one must be consecrated and clothed in 

clothing required of God [The Christian must be clothed in righteousness 

received from God upon obedience and immersion into Christ’s death]. 
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Word Study: 

28:30 Urim – "lights," stones kept in a pouch on the high priest's breastplate;  

           used in determining God's decision in certain questions and issues.  

28:30 Thummim – "perfection," stones provided for the means of achieving a  

          sacred lot. They were used with the Urim; this is how the will of God was  

          revealed. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Idol Worship and Consequences 

 

Setting: The people heard God call Moses up into the mountain, they were 

afraid of Him while in His presence but soon forgot.  

 

Text: Exodus 32 - 33 

 

Key Point: Whoever sins against God will be blotted out of my book. 

 

Word Study: 

32: 6 Revelry – to laugh outright (in merriment or scorn); by implication, to  

         sport: - may include sexual exploits 

32:9 Stiffed-necked – obstinate, difficult, cruel, severe, stubborn, churlish, cruel,  

        grievous, hard hearted, impudent, prevailed, rough, sore, sorrowful, in 

trouble. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

New Tables of Stone 

 

Setting: The original tables were broken when Moses saw how the people had 

returned to idol worship with utter disregard to God and his deliverance.  

 

Text: Exodus 34  

 

Key Point: “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow 

to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
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unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers 

to the third and fourth generation." 

 

Word Study: 

34:13 Asherah poles – Ashtoreh was the chief goddess of the Phoenicians. The  

          pole was the image or symbol of the goddess of wood.  Her worship was  

          most licentious and abominable. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ark and Tabernacle 

 

Setting: The instructions for the construction of the Tabernacle and the Ark of 

the Testimony where God’s presence would dwell. 

 

Text: Exodus 35 – 40 

 

Key Point: The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses.  Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it 

just as the LORD had commanded. So, Moses blessed them. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sacrifices and Offerings 

 

Setting: These freed slaves were still in southern Arabia near Mt Sinai being 

instructed in Gods ways and learning to depend upon Him while being 

organized into a nation. 

 

Text: Leviticus 1 - 7 

 

Key Point: Offerings to God were to be the best man possessed. If an animal it 

must be without blemish. If grain it must be the best flour or finely ground flour. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Priest  
 

Setting: Still in southern Arabia in the desert. 
 

Text: Leviticus 8 - 10 
 

Key Point: Sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering and make 

atonement for yourself and the people; sacrifice the offering that is for the 

people and make atonement for them. 

 

Word Study: 

9:7 Atonement - to cover, cancel, exchange, reconcile 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  

 

 

Food 
 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 
 

Text: Leviticus 11 
 

Key Point: The Children of Israel. God's chosen people were to eat only 

physical food God specified as clean and God's spiritual children are to take the 

word of God, their spiritual food, unto themselves. They were people to be used 

by God to bring salvation to the whole world, the Christ 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Health, Cleanliness and Purification 
 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt. Sinai 
 

Text: Leviticus 12 -15 
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Key Point: Rules for sacrifices, purifications and healthy living conditions are 

specified.  
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Day of Atonement 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 

 

Text: Leviticus 16 

 

Key Point: Once a year atonement will be made for you, to cleanse you before 

the LORD (vs. 29 & 30).  You will be clean from all your sins (vs. 31). 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other Rules 

 

Setting: The Arabian desert near Mt Sinai. 

 

Text: Leviticus 17 - 20 

 

Key Point: You must not do as they did in Egypt, where you used to live, and 

you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do 

not follow their practices. You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my 

decrees. I am the LORD your God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Priest Rules 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 
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Text: Leviticus 21 - 22 

 

Key Point: Keep my commands and follow them. Do not profane my holy 

name. I must be acknowledged as holy by the Israelites. I am the LORD, who 

makes you holy 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Feasts  

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 

 

Text: Leviticus 23 - 25 

 

Key Point: God specifies when and how He is to be honored and worshipped.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Rewards and Punishments 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 

 

Text: Leviticus 26 - 27 

 

Key Point: By following God's decrees He will look favorably upon you. But, if 

you do not listen to me I will set my face against you 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Period of Wandering 
 

The Israelites refused to trust in God choosing rather to trust in their own ability 

and to listen to ten spies who believed the enemy was too great. This resulted in 

God not allowing any male over 20 to cross over into The Promised Land except 

Joshua and Caleb, the two spies who advised to trust God and immediately go in 

to conquer the land. 

 

Studies of the period of Wandering: 

1 The Census 

2 Preparing for the Dedication 

3 Dedication of the Tabernacle 

4 Departing from the Arabian Desert 

5 Rebellion Along the Way 

6 Aaron and Duties of Priest 

7 Events Near Kadesh and Mt. Hor 

8 Balaam, Balak and Moab 

9 Vows, Vengeance and Victories 

10 Tribe Boundaries 

11 Relying Upon Man Rather Than God 

12   Destroy Evil from Your Lives 

13   Ten Commandments 

14   God’s Righteousness Not Man’s 

15   Humble Yourselves Before God 

16   Attitude, Sacrifices and Daily Living 

17   Rules and Regulations 

18   Blessings and Curses 

19   Death of Moses 
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The Census 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai 

 

Text: Numbers 1 - 4 

 

Key Point: All men over 20 years of age able to serve in the army were 

counted.  The Levites were not counted; instead, they were assigned 

responsibilities regarding the tabernacle. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Preparing for The Dedication 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai 

 

Text: Numbers 5 - 6 

 

Key Point: Any person considered unclean could not be in the presence of God 

and was to go outside the camp 

 

Word Study: 

6:2 Nazirite -to separate unto the Lord, one chosen or set apart. The Nazirite  

      vow was usually undertaken spontaneously, and only for a period of time.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Dedication of The Tabernacle 

 

Setting: The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai 

 

Text: Numbers 7 - 10:10 

 

Key Point: God requires those who come into his presence to be purified 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Departing From Desert of Arabia 

 

Setting:  The Arabian Desert near Mt Sinai. 

 

Text: Numbers 10:11 - 11 

 

Key Point: Many of the Israelites grumbled and complained about various 

things as they thought of themselves rather than honoring and obeying God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Rebellion Along the Way 

 

Setting:  At Kadesh in the desert of Paran south of Canaan, God directed Moses 

to send men to explore Canaan.  

 

Text: Numbers 12 - 16 

 

Key Point: The Israelites constantly left God out of their decision making. 

Thinking only of their ability, they refused to follow God, desiring instead to 

return to slavery. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Aaron and Duties of Priest 

 

Setting:  Israel rebelled against God and 14,700 died.  A staff from each tribe 

was put into the tent of meeting.  The next morning Aaron’s staff had budded 

and sprouted.  

 

Text: Numbers 17 - 18 

 

Key Point: God chose Aaron and his sons to be priests.  
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Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Events near Kadesh and Mt. Hor 

 

Setting: Back to the Arabian Desert  

 

Text: Numbers 19 - 20 

 

Key Point: The meekest man in history faced the grumbling Israelites and said 

"Must we bring you water... But the Lord said ... you did not trust in me to honor 

me as holy ... you will not bring this community into the land I give them." 

 

Word Study: 

20:14 - Edom - descendants of Esau, Jacob’s twin-brother; hence the region  

            (Idumaea) occupied by him (red). 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Balaam, Balak and Moab 

 

Setting:  The Arabian desert. 

 

Text: Numbers 21 - 25 

 

Key Point: God is not man therefore He does not lie, change His mind,  

 

Word Study: 

23:6 - Oracle - A divine utterance delivered to man, usually in answer to a  

          request for guidance. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Vows, Vengeance and Victories 

 

Setting:  Wandering around in the Arabian Desert on their way to the Promised 

Land 

 

Text: Numbers 26 – 32 

 

Key Point: Command the people to worship God at the appointed times with 

items required for acceptable worship. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Towns, Boundaries and Inheritance 

 

Setting:  The Arabian Desert. 

 

Text: Numbers 33 – 36 

 

Key Point: Moses at God’s direction established the bounds for land the 

Israelites were given as the Land of Promise including the handling of 

inheritances. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Relying Upon Man Rather Than God 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 1 – 3 

 

Key Point: They relied upon man’s ability rebelling against God.  They 



 37 

confessed their sin but did not repent. 

 

Word Study: 

1:6 Horeb: A range of mountains in southern Arabia between the Red Sea and  

     the Gulf of Aquaba of which Mount Sinai is the most prominent 

1:28 Anakites – giants, descendants of Anak, living in southern Canaan  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Destroy Evil from Your Lives 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 4 

 

Key Point: Just like Israel was required to destroy the idolatrous nations when 

they entered the Promised Land we are told to destroy evil and sin in our lives as 

we enter the Body of Christ 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Ten Commandments 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 5 – 6 

 

Key Point: God gives those He called out of bondage of Egypt his will for 

them.  We refer to this as the Ten Commandments.  He also gives those He 

called out of sin His will that we refer to as the Bible. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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God’s Righteousness Not Man’s 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 7 – 9 

 

Key Point: God told the Israelites it was not because of their righteousness that 

He was giving them the good land to possess.  Likewise, He tells us it is not our 

righteousness that He gives us Heaven.  It is His righteousness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Humble Yourselves Before God 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 10 – 15 

 

Key Point: Circumcise your heart you proud people by humbling yourself to 

God and keep his commandments. Get rid of the evil within you. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Attitude, sacrifices and Daily Living 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 16 – 19 

 

Key Point: To those who are His, God describes the sacrifice, daily lives and 

attitude He desires. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Rules and Regulations 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 20 – 26 

 

Key Point: God gave to these slaves from Egypt the means for them to have an 

orderly society while governing themselves through Him. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Blessings and Curses 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 27 –30 

 

Key Point: Pronouncement of blessings for good and curses for evil with the 

renewal of the covenant with God 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 
Death of Moses 

 

Setting: The time came for them to leave the area of Sinai to take possession of 

the land God promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Deuteronomy 31 – 34 

 

Key Point: Death of Moses and the selection of Joshua as his successor. 
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Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Joshua  
 

Joshua and Caleb were the two spies who pleaded with the Children of Israel to 

go into Canaan, stating that no nation is so strong that God cannot conquer.   

 

With the death of Moses God appointed Joshua to lead His Children into 

Canaan.  Joshua would later tell them to choose the god they would serve but for 

him and his household they would serve Jehovah God. 

 

Studies during Joshua’s leadership: 

1 Crossing Jordan 

2 Circumcision 

3 Conquering The Land 

4 Land divided among the Tribes 

5 Towns for Levites and Cities of Refuse 

6 Tribes East of Jordan Return Home 

7 Joshua’s Last Days 

 

 

Crossing Jordan 

 

Setting: Moses and Aaron have died, Joshua is now the leader. It is flood season 

and Israel is camped on the east side of the Jordan River waiting for word from 

God to cross over and take possession. 

 

Text: Joshua 1 - 4 

 

Key Point:  Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not 

turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 

go.  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day 

and night. Christians are to abide in the Word. 

 

Word Study: 

3:5 Consecrate - to sanctify, to prepare, to dedicate, to be hallowed, to be holy,  

      to be sanctified, to be separate  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Circumcision 

 

Setting: Israel was now on the west side of Jordan in the land promised to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Text: Joshua 5:1-12 

 

Key Point: God had required circumcision of all males who were to be in 

covenant relations with him which was not done while wandering in the desert. 

Colossians 2:11 states that God’s people of the New Covenant are to put away 

their sinful nature – circumcision of the heart. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Conquering The Land 

 

Setting: The battle to clear idolatrous people from the Promise Land was about 

to begin with the total destruction of Jericho. 

 

Text: Joshua 5:13 - 12 

 

Key Point: Doing just as God commanded. 

 

Word Study: 

9:4 - Ruse - shrewdness, craftiness, prudence  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Land Divided Among Tribes 

 

Setting: Not all the land had been conquered but Joshua was getting very old so 

at God's direction he divided the Promised Land among the Children of Israel 

 

Text: Joshua 13 - 19 
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Key Point: God was faithful to his promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob by 

giving the Promised Land to their descendants, the tribes of Israel. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Towns of Levites and Cities of Refuge 

 

Setting: The Levites were God's priest to the people; therefore, they were given 

cities among the various tribes rather than one section of land by itself like the 

other tribes. 

 

Text: Joshua 20 - 21 

 

Key Point: So, the Lord gave Israel all the land He had sworn to their fathers, 

they took possession and settled there. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Tribes East of Jordan Return Home 

 

Setting: Fulfilling their promise the tribes east of Jordan River helped the other 

tribes conquer land west of Jordan.  They then returned home on the other side 

or East of Jordan. 

 

Text: Joshua 22 

 

Key Point: The tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh were 

faithful to their word. They built a monument as a witness to their children and 

the other tribes that they were part of the Children of Israel. 

 

Word Study:  

22:17 Sin of Peor - Men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite  

          women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate  

          and bowed down before these gods. (Numbers 25:1-2) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Joshua's Last Days 

 

Setting: Shortly before his death, Joshua called the all the tribes together and 

issued a firm warning about faithfulness to God. 

 

Text: Joshua 23 - Judges 29 

 

Key Point: Every good promise of the LORD your God has come true, but if 

you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and 

go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD's anger will burn 

against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you. 

Therefore, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Judges 
 

Joshua led the Children of Israel in conquering most of Canaan, but not all of it 

was conquered. For periods of time each tribe governed itself. As the occasions 

occurred God would raise up judges to govern. Most were men but there were 

some women.  

 

Studied during the period of the Judges:  

1 Disobedience and Consequences 

2 Deborah 

3 Gideon 

4 Abimelech 

5 Jepthah 

6 Samson 

7 Wickedness in the Tribe of Dan 

8 Naomi and Ruth 

 

 

Disobedience and Consequences 

 

Setting: Years had past and those who had conquered Canaan had died and a 

new generation grew up. 
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Text: Judges 2:10 - 3 

 

Key Point: Because the Israelites violated God's covenant, He used the remnant 

of the Canaanites to test Israelites faithfulness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Deborah 

 

Setting: The Israelites were now servants (slaves) to Jabin, a king of Canaan. 

 

Text: Judges 4 - 5 

 

Key Point: Once again the Israelites did evil and sinned against God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Gideon 

 

Setting: God had delivered the Children of Israel out of bondage to Jabin, but 

now they again have fallen away by sinning against God. 

 

Text: Judges 6 - 8 

 

Key Point: Gideon asked how can I do what you want because I am 

insignificant. God told him "I will be with you." 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Abimelech 

 

Setting: Shortly after Gideon died Israel fell away and sinned. 
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Text: Judges 9 

 

Key Point: God is faithful by punishing the wickedness of Abimelech and the 

citizens of Shechem. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Jephthah 

 

Setting: Over and over again the Israelites fell away and did evil against God. 

They worshipped Baals and Ashtroethes.  God allowed the Philistines to 

conquer them. 

 

Text: Judges 10 - 12 

 

Key Point: Rash vows and actions bring dire consequence that may be most 

difficult to keep. But a vow to God cannot be broken without grave 

consequences. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Samson 

 

Setting: After about 25 years or more the Children of Israel fell away again and 

sinned against God. 

 

Text: Judges 13 - 16 

 

Key Point: Samson's fleshly desires led him astray and God left him. But 

following his return to God, God returned to Samson. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Wickedness in the Tribe of Dan 

 

Setting: Some in the tribe of Dan sinned and the leaders and people of Dan 

refused to take action against them. 

 

Text: Judges 17 - 21 

 

Key Point: Wickedness does not go unpunished 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Naomi and Ruth  

 

Setting: Because of a drought in Canaan, Ruth and her husband moved to 

Moab. Following his death, she returned to Bethlehem of the Israelites.  Ruth is 

in the lineage of Christ.  

 

Text: Ruth 

 

Key Point: Love of a widowed foreigner for her mother-in-law provides 

opportunity for God's blessing 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Samuel and Saul 
 

Before Samuel was born he was dedicated to the Lord.  He served Eli the High 

Priest at Shiloh.  At a young age God spoke to him telling him things “that will 

make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle” about the future of Eli’s sons 

that he had to tell Eli.  Sad as it was of the evil done by Eli’s sons, Samuel’s 

sons did not walk in his ways. They took bribes and perverted justice. Thus, the 

Israelites desired a king like the nations around them rejecting God as their king. 

 

Studies during Samuel’s time: 

1 Samuel’s Early Life 

2 Eli’s Wicked Sons 

3 Ark of Covenant Captured 
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4 Israel’s Desire for a King 

5 Saul’s Good Beginning 

6 Saul’s Downfall 

7 David and Saul 

8 David and Jonathan 

9 David Flees from Saul 

10 Saul Determined to Kill David 

11 David and Nabal 

12 David’s Opportunity for Revenge 

13 Saul’s Final Acts as King 

 

 

 

Samuel's Early Life 

 

Setting: A childless woman earnestly prays for a son and made a vow to God to 

give him to the Lord God. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 1 - 2:11 

 

Key Point: Keeping one’s vows and promises. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Eli’s Wicked Sons 

 

Setting: Eli was the priest but failed to discipline his children properly and 

ignored their sinful ways. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 2:12 - 4 

 

Key Point: God’s promises of blessings apply only to those who remain 

faithful. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ark of Covenant Captured 
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Setting: Eli's two sons took the Ark of the Covenant into battle with the 

Philistines rather than have God lead them. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 5 - 7 

 

Key Point: Righteousness has no place with wickedness or idolatry. 

 

Word Study: 

5:9 Tumors – hemorrhoids or boils [emerods – KJV] 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Israel's Desire for a King 

 

Setting: The Children of Israel had been in and out of favor with God due to sin, 

but now Samuel was getting old and his sons did not follow God. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 8 - 10 

 

Key Point: God said they have not rejected Samuel, but Him as their king. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Saul's Good Beginning 

 

Setting: Samuel had anointed Saul as king. Following a great victory over the 

Ammonites the people wanted him to be their king. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 11 - 12 

 

Key Point: Even though you have done all kinds of evil, repent and do not turn 

away from serving God with all your heart. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Saul's Downfall 

 

Setting: Saul fighting the Philistines grew impatient with God’s servant, 

Samuel. He did things contrary to God's commands acted foolishly by 

disobeying. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 13 - 15 

 

Key Point: God delights more in obedience rather than praise, worship, 

sacrifices and burnt offerings 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David and Saul 

 

Setting: Because of Saul's disobedience God rejected him as king and had 

Samuel anoint David as king. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 16 - 18 

 

Key Point: God rejects all the disobedient but honors those who honor and obey 

Him. 

 

Word Study: 

16:14 Evil Spirit – “Whether this was a diabolic possession, or a mere mental  

          malady, the learned are not agreed. ... That Saul had fallen into a deep  

          melancholy, there is little doubt; that the Devil might work more  

          effectually on such a state of mind.” (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic  

            Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

David and Jonathan 

 

Setting: Saul on many occasions attempted to kill David even though David had 

done nothing to Saul, his family or his kingdom. 
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Text: 1 Samuel 19 - 20 

 

Key Point: Selfish ambition rather than a godly life leads men to do or desire to 

do sinful act. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David Flees From Saul 

 

Setting: Having been warned by Jonathan, Saul's son, David flees the land of 

Israel to an enemy country. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 21 - 22 

 

Key Point: Hatred is so sinful it causes one to turn against God's people and to 

lead others to do the same. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Saul Determined to Kill David 

 

Setting: David has several opportunities to rid himself of Saul and others who 

had done wrong to him and his fighting men. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 23 - 24 

 

Key Point: How can any of God's people harm someone God has appointed? 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

David and Nabal 

 



 51 

Setting: David and his men, while fleeing Saul, were hungry and asked for food 

from Nabal whom they had protected while in their area. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 25 

 

Key Point: Don't avenge your enemies; wait upon the Lord who is your 

protector.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David's Opportunity for Revenge 

 

Setting: Additional opportunities were given to David to kill his enemy. 

 

Text: 1 Samuel 26 - 27 

 

Key Point: Opportunity for sin is always present. It is up to the individual to do 

what is right in the sight of God rather than pleasing unto man.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Saul's Final Acts as King 

 

Setting: Saul fell from the presence of God because of his disobedience. He then 

turned in desperation to a witch for help.  

 

Text: 1 Samuel 28 - 31 

 

Key Point: God does not hear the wicked nor help them in time of need, but He 

is faithful in everything He promises. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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United Kingdom 

 
The glorious period in the history of the Children of Israel begins following the 

death of Saul and the anointing of David as King.  David was a man who 

followed God with all his heart. This does not mean he did not sin for he did on 

more than one occasion. When he recognized his sin, he repented and turned 

back to God and His ways. At just the right time one of David’s descendants, 

Jesus, would be born by action of the Holy Spirit to save man from his sins.  

 

Studies during the time David and Solomon ruled: 

1 Death of Saul and Jonathan 

2 King Over Judah 

3 King Over All Israel 

4 David’s Victories 

5 David’s Sin of Adultery 

6 Trouble in David’s House 

7 David Flees Jerusalem 

8 David Mourns 

9 David Returns to Jerusalem 

10 David Trusts Self 

11 David Names Solomon King 

12 Solomon’s Request 

13 Temple Built 

14 Temple Replaces Tabernacle 

15 Solomon’s Love for Women 

16 Solomon’s Remaining Days 

17 Foolish Prophet 

 

 

Death of Saul and Jonathan 

 

Setting: Saul was wounded in battle so he killed himself by his own sword to 

keep the Philistines from taking him alive. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 1 

 

Key Point: Man should not do anything against what God has authorized, 

ordered or put into place. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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King Over Judah 

 

Setting: David sought God’s advice and obeyed by going to Hebron where the 

tribe of Judah anointed him King over Judah.  Abner, King Saul’s commander, 

took one of Saul’s sons and made him King of Israel. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 2 - 4 

 

Key Point: It is not up to man to even the score with an enemy.  God is just and 

righteous and avenges by means of His choosing. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

King Over All Israel 

 

Setting: At the age of thirty David had ruled Judah seven and one-half years.  

He then was anointed King over all Israel. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 5 - 7 

 

Key Point: After they brought the Ark into its resting place, David offered 

sacrifices and offerings pleasing to God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David’s Victories 

 

Setting: David and Israel achieved great victories over their enemies for the 

Lord gave them victory everywhere they went. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 8 - 10 

 

Key Point: David glorified God and gave much of the plunder to Him 

recognizing that God was the source of his victories. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David's Sin of Adultery 

 

Setting: Rather than going to war, David stayed home but sent out his army. But 

David’s eyes lingered upon a beautiful woman bathing.  He yielded to his 

desires, sent for her and sinned. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 11 - 12 

 

Key Point: The desire for pleasure allows temptations to deceive and sin to 

occur when one yields to temptation. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Trouble In David's House 

 

Setting: The consequence of David’s sin brought trouble to his own house.  One 

son Amnon rapes a step sister, Tamar. Her brother Absalom kills Amnon. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 13 - 15:12 

 

Key Point: God does not take away life rather He finds ways so those who are 

banished may return to him. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David Flees Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Absalom with the aid of Joab was allowed to return to Jerusalem. 

While there he initiated plans to take the kingdom away from his father. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 15:13 - 17 
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Key Point: God is in control.  We must allow him to do whatever pleases Him 

rather than rebelling against Him. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David Mourns 

 

Setting: Absalom rebelled against his father David attempting to establish 

himself as king.  David flees Jerusalem and crosses over Jordan 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 18 - 19:8 

 

Key Point: One must recognize he has sinned in order to repent of his 

wickedness and seek God’s forgiveness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David Returns to Jerusalem 

 

Setting: During Joshua’s time Israel had made a covenant with the people of 

Gibeon but Saul broke this covenant as he attempted to annihilate them. 

 

Text: 2 Samuel 19:9 - 23 

 

Key Point: David continually praised God as his Rock, his deliverer the horn of 

his salvation and spoke words of the Spirit of God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

David Trust Self 

 

Setting: David ceased relying on God and counted his fighting men over the 

objections of his chief commander. 
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Text: 2 Samuel 24 

 

Key Point: God is merciful.  I have sinned.  I will not sacrifice to God any 

offering that cost me nothing. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

David Names Solomon King 

 

Setting: David was getting old and following David’s sin of self reliance, one of 

his sons, Adnoijah, set himself up as king.  However, God through Nathan had 

Solomon anointed king. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 1-2 

 

Key Point: God is faithful; he rewards those who trust in Him and punishes 

those who do evil. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Solomon's Request 

 

Setting: Solomon had dealt justly with those in David’s administration who had 

done evil against him and God. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 3 - 4 

 

Key Point: Solomon asked God for a discerning heart to do justly and to be able 

to distinguish right from wrong. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Temple Built 
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Setting: Four hundred eighty years after leaving Egypt as slaves, Israel was a 

very powerful nation as God was faithful to his promise to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob.  Now Solomon desired to fulfill his father’s dream of a temple, a place 

for the Ark of the Covenant and to sacrifice and worship God. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 5 - 7 

 

Key Point: If God commands and decrees are followed, God is faithful to His 

promises. 

 

Word Study: 

6:4 Clerestory – an outside wall of a room that rises above an adjoining roof and  

      contains windows. 

7:6 Colonnade – a series of columns set at regular intervals usually supporting  

      the base of a roof structure. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Temple Replaces Tabernacle 

 

Setting: After seven years Solomon completed constructing the temple and 

brought the Ark of the Covenant into the temple. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 8 

 

Key Point: Solomon prayed for everyone’s sins and for them to have a change 

of heart and repent.  He pleaded for them to turn back to God with all their heart 

so God would hear their plea and forgive. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Solomon's Love for Women 

 

Setting: The temple had been dedicated with great sacrifices, praises and 

prayers.  God had been glorified before all Israel and all nations far and near. 
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Text: 1 Kings 9 - 11:13 

 

Key Point: Solomon loved many foreign women violating God’s 

commandments not to marry foreign wives nor worship other gods.  Therefore, 

God became angry with Solomon’s actions  
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Solomon's Remaining Days 

 

Setting: Solomon’s love for women led him to worship gods of foreign wives 

resulting in his kingdom being divided 
 

Text: 1 Kings 11:14 – 12:24 

 

Key Point: God is always displeased when one of His children ceases to follow 

His commands.   
 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Foolish Prophet 

 

Setting: Ten tribes of Israel rejected Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, as their king 

and anointed Jeroboam king.  
 

Text: 1 Kings 12:25 - 13 

 

Key Point: Man should not listen to anyone concerning God and His commands 

other than God and the Holy Scripture even if that someone states he is from 

God or that God sent him or revealed Himself to him.  
 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Divided Kingdom 

 
Samuel told the Children of Israel that kings would place a heavy tax burden 

upon them which Solomon did. His son, Rehoboam, was very foolish in not 

listening to his father’s older wise men’s advice to him to lessen the tax burden. 

Instead listening to his friends, he increased their taxes. Therefore, ten of the 

twelve tribes rebelled against him anointing Jeroboam as their king. 

 

Studies during the Period of the Divided Kingdom: 

1 Rehoboam and Jeroboam 

2 Ahab 

3 Ahab’s Demise 

4 Jerom, King of Israel 

5 Elisha’s Miracles 

6 Jehu 

7 The End of Israel 

8 Hezekiah, A Good King of Judah 

9 Josiah, Turned to God With All His Heart 

10 Disaster Strikes Judah 

11 Ezra 

12 Ezra – part 2 

13 Rebuilding the Wall of Jerusalem 

14 Rebuilding the Spiritual Lives of the Jews 

15 Nehemiah Returns 

16 Esther 

 

 

Rehoboam and Jeroboam  

 

Setting: Solomon died and Rehoboam became king.  Ten tribes rebelled because 

of a heavy tax burden. They made Jeroboam their king.  

 

Text: 1 Kings 14 –16:28 

 

Key Point: Asa’s father and grandfather did evil and his grandmother built a 

repulsive Asherah pole to worship but Asa did right in God’s sight overcoming 

the evil ways of his family.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
Ahab 
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Setting: Ahab became king of Israel and married Jezebel the daughter of the 

king of the Sidonians, she being more wicked than he. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 16:28 – 19  

 

Key Point: Sometimes the strongest of faith become afraid and discouraged but 

God is always near, ready and willing to continue using us for His cause. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Ahab’s Demise 

 

Setting: Ahab became king of Israel and married Jezebel the daughter of the 

king of the Sidonians, she being more wicked than he. 

 

Text: 1 Kings 20 – 22 

 

Key Point: Those who do evil do not want to hear the words of God and when 

they do, they reject them having contempt for the messenger. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Jeorm, King of Israel 

 

Setting: Ahab died, his son Ahaziah, became king but also died and his brother 

Joram succeeded him  

 

Text: 2 Kings 1 – 3 

 

Key Point: By consulting the word of God and following it, God’s will is done 

and He is glorified. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Elisha’s Miracles 

 

Setting: Throughout the land of Israel Elisha performed miracles. 

 

Text: 2 Kings 4 – 9 

 

Key Point: When God uses us to do His service He is glorified.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Jehu 

 

Setting: Elijah had anointed Jehu king over Israel.  He then took the throne by 

force after Elisha anoints him. 

 

Text: 2 Kings 10 – 13 

 

Key Point: All of Ahab’s family is destroyed just as God had foretold for God is 

faithful and will not let the wicked go unpunished. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

The End of Israel 

 

Setting: Fighting continued among nations but now Israel and Judah fight each 

other.  Then Shalmaneser, King of Assyria, attacks. 

 

Text: 2 Kings 14 – 17 

 

Key Point: The Lord warned Israel through prophets to turn from their evil 

ways.  “But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers who 

did not trust in the Lord their God.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Hezekiah, A Good King of Judah 

 

Setting: Six years before Israel was destroyed Hezekiah became King of Judah. 

 

Text: 2 Kings 18 – 20 

 

Key Point: Choose life not death and sought God in making all decisions. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Josiah – Turned to God With All His Heart 

 

Setting: Josiah’s grandfather, Manasseh, was probably the worst king Judah 

ever had.  Josiah’s father was murdered after two years so Josiah became king at 

the tender age of eight. 

 

Text: 2 Kings 21 – 23:30 

 

Key Point: “I have found the Book of the Law” and after reading it God said 

“Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself … your eyes will 

not see all the disaster …”    

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Disaster Strikes Judah 

 

Setting: God did not turn away from his fierce anger because of all the evil 

Manasseh had done for He said “I will remove Judah also from My presence as I 

removed Israel.”  

 

Text: 2 Kings 23:31 –25 

 

Key Point: Judah was taken into captivity away from the Promised Land to the 

land of the Babylonians.  
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Word Study 

25:27 Evil-Merodach - man of Merodach, the son and successor of  

           Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Neo-Babylonian Empire, 562-560 B.C. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Ezra 

 

Setting: The captive Children of Israel found favor with Cyrus, Artaerxes and 

Darius, kings of Persia, who authorized them to return to Judah. 

 

Text: Ezra 1 – 5 

 

Key Point: Enemies of God will use every available method to prevent spiritual 

growth, so they “compelled them by force to stop.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Ezra [part 2] 

 

Setting: Darius is now King and requires the governing authorities in the 

Palestine area to provide within limits what was necessary to assist the Jews in 

rebuilding the temple. 

 

Text: Ezra 6– 10 

 

Key Point: We have disregarded the commands of the Lord thus our guilt 

prevents us from standing in presence of God.  Therefore, everyone made 

confession and separated themselves from peoples and evil. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Rebuilding The Wall of Jerusalem 

 

Setting: The king of Persia sent his cupbearer to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls 

 

Text: Nehemiah 1 – 7 

 

Key Point: God is great.  He keeps His covenant with those who obey.  But 

those against God will be mocked, ridiculed and threatened.  To succeed “The 

people (we) worked with all their (our) heart.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Rebuilding Spiritual Lives of the Jews 

 

Setting: The wall of Jerusalem had been rebuilt even with much opposition.  

Now the priest Ezra, a descendant of Aaron, read the Book of the Law. 

 

Text: Nehemiah 8 – 10 

 

Key Point: They had respect for God by standing up while Ezra read the Book 

of the Law.  They repented and confessed their sins recognizing the faithfulness 

of God who is from everlasting to everlasting. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Nehemiah’s Return 

 

Setting: As promised, Nehemiah returned to serve the king and after a period of 

time the king allowed him to return to Jerusalem. 

 

Text: Nehemiah 11 – 13 

 

Key Point: Men sin.  Those who are righteous must confront them.  Some 

refuse to repent while others confess their sins, repent desiring God’s 

forgiveness. 
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Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Esther 

 

Setting: The Jews were in captivity having been taken to Babylon by 

Nebuchadnezzar. Cyrus and Darius had shown favor to the Jews allowing them 

to return to Judah, but not all chose to go. 

 

Text:  Esther 

 

Key Point: When there is task, functions, or some work of the Lord to be done 

do not resist for who knows the only reason for your existence at this time and 

place may be to do that work.  

 

Word Study: 

1:1 Xerxes – Son of Darius, the Great King of Persia 

1:2 Susas – The apparent capital of Persia located east of Babylon and    

                     northeast of UR 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Prophets 
 

Four of these prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel have multiple 

studies due to the length of their writings.  Generally, no attempt has been made 

to identify the exact time, if known, when they wrote. The writings of David and 

Solomon are included later but without the format used elsewhere in this study 

guide. 

 

1 Isaiah 

2 Jeremiah 

3 Lamentations 

4 Ezekiel 

5 Daniel 

6 Hosea  
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7 Joel 

8 Amos 

9 Obadiah 

10 Jonah 

11 Micah 

12 Nahum 

13 Habakkak 

14 Zephaniah 

15 Haggai 

16 Zechariah 

17 Malachi 

 

 

Meaningless Worship 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 1-5 

 

Key Point. Stop offering meaningless worship to the Lord and get out of His 

sight or else repent and obey while helping those who cannot help themselves. 

 

Word Study: 

1:13 Convocations – the closing day of the feasts, on which there was a holy  

        convocation: so, the great days (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary,  

          Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft) 

2:2 In the last days – Time following the end of Law of Moses beginning with  

      the coming of Christ 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Holy is the Lord Almighty 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come. 

 

Text: Isaiah 6 – 12 

 

Key Point. The Lord Almighty is the one to regard as Holy, to be feared and 
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dreaded and will be a sanctuary. In the future He will honor Galilee of the 

Gentiles being seen as a great light. 

 

Word Study: 

6:2 Seraph – A category of angels standing before the court of God, meaning   

      fiery one (plural is Seraphim). 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Prophecies Against Nations 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 13 – 17 

 

Key Point.  Prophecies against Babylon, Assyria, Moab and Damascus 

 

Word Study: 

14:12 Morning Star – Some important leader.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

More Prophecies Against Nations 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 18 – 23 

 

Key Point. Prophecies against Egypt, Babylon, Tyre and Jerusalem 

 

Word Study: 
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Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

God Glorified 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 24 – 27 

 

Key Point. God is glorified by His deliverance of Israel 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Woe to God’s Chosen People 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 28 – 31 

 

Key Point. Suddenly God will come and bring disaster upon obstinate people 

who call Him their God but do not obey His commands, just as true then as now. 

 

Word Study: 

28:1 Ephraim – This is a reference to the Ten Tribes or Northern Kingdom or  

        Kingdom of Israel  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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A King of Righteousness to Come 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 32 – 35 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

Hezekiah 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 36 – 39 

 

Key Point. Repent, turn things over to God and pray allowing God time and 

ways to provide the answer. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

God’s Grace and Mercy 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 40 – 43 

 

Key Point. God’s faithfulness, grace and mercy is always present even when 

His people are unfaithful. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 



 70 

I Am the Lord - There Is No Other 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 44– 50 

 

Key Point.  I am the Lord, apart from me there is no other.  Woe to him who 

quarrels with his Maker.  Repent, turn to Me and be saved. I teach you what is 

best for you and direct you in the way you should go. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Our Living Sacrifice 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 51 – 59 

 

Key Point. Seek the Lord while He can be found.  Maintain justice and do what 

is right for salvation is close at hand and My righteousness will soon be 

revealed. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

The Good News 

 

Setting: Isaiah prophesied during the reign of four kings of Judah foretelling 

things to happen to Judah and many other nations around them.  He also 

prophesied many things about the righteous ruler to come, Jesus. 

 

Text: Isaiah 60 – 66 
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Key Point.  God reveals Himself to those who are not seeking Him. He will 

create new heavens and a new earth but his throne is presently in Heaven with 

the Earth His footstool. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Judgment Against Israel 

 

Setting:  Jeremiah began his prophesying during the reign of Josiah at a young 

age and prophesied for around 40 years or several years following the taking of 

Judah into captivity to Babylon. 

 

Text: Jeremiah 1 – 5:19 

 

Key Point. God pronounced judgment on Judah because of their wickedness 

while pleading with them to repent and return allowing Him to be merciful. But 

they would not! 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Judgment Against Judah 

 

Setting: Jeremiah began his prophesying during the reign of Josiah at a young 

age and prophesied for around 40 years or several years following the taking of 

Judah into captivity to Babylon 

 

Text: Jeremiah 5:20 – 11 

 

Key Point. Judah has closed their ears and followed the stubborn inclinations of 

their evil hearts allowing truth and justice to perish. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Repent to Avoid Judgment  

 

Setting: Jeremiah began his prophesying during the reign of Josiah at a young 

age and prophesied for around 40 years or several years following the taking of 

Judah into captivity to Babylon. 

 

Text: Jeremiah 11 – 15 

 

Key Point. It will not do any good to pray for them for God will not listen 

because of their wickedness.  God will destroy them for their continual 

backsliding.  However, if they would only repent He would restore them so they 

could serve Him. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Clay in the Hands of Our Almighty God 

 

Setting: Jeremiah began his prophesying during the reign of Josiah at a young 

age and prophesied for around 40 years or several years following the taking of 

Judah into captivity to Babylon 

 

Text: Jeremiah 16 – 20 

 

Key Point. “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind to reward a man 

according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”  You are like 

clay in My hands, if you do not obey Me and I cannot use you like I intended, 

then I can reconsider the good I had intended. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Administer Justice 

 

Setting: Jeremiah prophesies against Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, the last king of 

Judah before the exile into Babylon.  
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Text: Jeremiah 21 – 24 

 

Key Point. Do what is just and right.  Rescue the oppressed. Do not shed 

innocent blood. Do no violence to the alien, fatherless or widows. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Seventy Years of Captivity 

 

Setting:  In his twenty third year of prophesying Jeremiah prophesies against 

Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, the last king of Judah before the exile into Babylon.  
 

Text: Jeremiah 25 – 29 
 

Key Point. Because of your continual and unrepentant sins and the sins of your 

fathers you will not go unpunished. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Jeremiah Threatened  

 

Setting: Because of his speaking the words of God to the people, priest, kings 

and nobles threatened him but now after his prophesies have proven true he 

writes to those in exile. 
 

Text: Jeremiah 30 – 34 
 

Key Point. Glory will be restored to God’s chosen people for the time will come 

when I will put my laws in their minds and write it in their hearts and I will 

forgive their wickedness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

Jeremiah Threatened Again 
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Setting: During the reign of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah kings of Judah. 
 

Text: Jeremiah 35 – 38 
 

Key Point. The kings and people of Judah must turn from their wicked ways 

and reform their actions else God will allow the Babylonians to capture Judah 

and burn Jerusalem. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

The Fall of Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem. Many, if not 

most, of those who remained inside died while those who fled and surrendered 

survived and were taken to cities in Babylon. 

 

Text: Jeremiah 39 – 45 

 

Key Point. They chose the desire of man which is slavery to sin over obedience 

to God.  God destroyed their earthly dwelling in this life and will destroy their 

spiritual dwelling in the life to come, if they do not change their ways and return 

to God’s ways.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

God’s Prophesy Against Other Peoples and Nations  

 

Setting: God’s message was against Egypt, Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Edom, 

Damascus, Kedar and Hazor 

 

Text: Jeremiah 46 – 49  

 

Key Point. “I will discipline you but only with justice, I will not let you go 

entirely unpunished.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 



 75 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Prophesy Against Babylon 

 

Setting: Jeremiah delivers God’s message against Babylon 

 

Text: Jeremiah 50 – 52 

 

Key Point. Because of wickedness Jerusalem fell to Babylon.  But Babylon was 

arrogant and was to fall never to rise again. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Lamenting Over Fall of Judah 

 

Setting: It is speculated that Jeremiah is doing the lamenting either during or 

after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians. 

  

Text: Lamentations  

 

Key Point. The Lord does what He planned and as He prophesied by 

overthrowing you without pity.  But the Lord is good to those who hope in and 

seek Him as He will not cast off forever but will show compassion 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

_____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Warning to Israel 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah. 

 

Text: Ezekiel 1 – 7 
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Key Point. God will judge a person, even a nation, by their conduct and repay 

according to their detestable practices. 

 

Word Study: 

1:1 Kebar – An opinion is that the Kebar or "Chebar" was the royal canal of  

      Nebuchadnezzar which connected the Tigris with the Euphrates 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Unacceptable Worship 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 8 – 16 

 

Key Point. “... Repent! Turn from your idols [evil ways] and renounce all your 

detestable practices!  … if a country sins against me by being unfaithful and I 

stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it 

and kill its men and their animals.” 

 

Word Study: 

8:17 branch to their nose - “a proverbial expression denoting perhaps their  

       scoffing at God and having him in derision; they snuffed at his service, as  

       men do when they put a branch to their nose. Or it was some custom used  

       by idolaters in honour of the idols they served. We read of garlands used in  

       their idolatrous worships (Acts 14:13), out of which every zealot took a  

       branch which they smelled” (Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible:New 

         Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Fate of the Sinful 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 
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Text: Ezekiel 17 – 24:14 

 

Key Point. 

 a) The soul who sins is the one who will die. 

 b) If a wicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed and keeps all 

my decrees and does what is just and right, he will surely live; he will not die,  

 c) If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and does the 

same detestable things the wicked man does, will he live? None of the 

righteous things he has done will be remembered. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Prophecies Against Countries 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 24:15 – 28 

 

Key Point. God called to task the countries near Israel who by their idols led 

Israel astray and who took revenge against them. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Prophecy Against Egypt 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 29 – 32 

 

Key Point. Because of its pride, arrogance and idols Egypt will also be brought 

low by Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Watchman 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 33 – 36 

 

Key Point. God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked but desires them to 

turn from wickedness and live righteously.  However, if the righteous do evil his 

previous righteousness will not be remembered just like an evil person’s sin will 

not be remembered if he repents. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Gog and Magog 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 37 – 40 

 

Key Point.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 
Temple 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 41 – 44 

 

Key Point.  
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Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Division of Land 

 

Setting: On the banks of the Kebar River [or canal] in addition to other places 

and among the exiles from Judah 

 

Text: Ezekiel 45 – 48 

 

Key Point.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Daniel Taken to Babylon 

 

Setting: Zephaniah warned that God would destroy.  Now from far away 

Babylon Nebuchadnezzar conquers and takes most to Babylon as slaves 

including Daniel. 

 

Text: Daniel 1 – 4 

 

Key Point: Daniel chose to remain faithful to God and not defile himself.  God 

chose to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream through Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar 

praised God because of Daniel but soon forgot by building a golden idol to 

worship  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Visions of New Kingdom to Last Forever 

 

Setting: Daniel, having been in a place of authority under Nebuchadnezzar, was 

apparently forgotten by his son Belshazzar. He had many visions during this 

period. 

 

Text: Daniel 5 – 7 

 

Key Point:  Visions of things to come where the Son of Man received authority 

over all people, languages and nations for his kingdom will last forever and 

ever. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Dreams and Visions  
 

Setting: Still during the reign of Belshazzar, Daniel has additional dream and 

visions of things to come. 
 

Text: Daniel 8 – 9 
 

Key Point: Destruction of Jerusalem foretold. 
 

Word Study: 

8:16 Ulai – proper name, of a river Ulai, river of Elam 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Wars upon Wars 
 

Setting: During the rule of Cyrus king of Persia.  
 

Text: Daniel 10-12 
 

Key Point: During a time in the future the lands of Israel will be invaded 

continuously back and forth from the north and south with much carnage. 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Faithfulness of God – Unfaithfulness of Man 

 

Setting: During the reign of Uzzizh (Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah in 

Judah.   Two of whom did what was right and two did evil. 
 

Text: Hosea 
 

Key Point: The chosen people of God, the tribe of Judah, were unfaithful to 

their covenant with God but God would remain faithful even when He allowed 

unrighteous nations to take them away from the Promised Land until they 

repented. 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Joel 

 

Setting: There is a difference of opinion when Joel prophesied 

 

Text: Joel 

 

Key Point: Judah had left God worshipping their neighbor’s idols instead.  His 

advice was to “Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your 

God for he is gracious and compassionate.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Amos 

 

Setting: Amos lived in Judah but was sent to Israel to during Jerobaom’s rule.   

 

Text: Amos 

 

Key Point: Judah, Israel and the nations around them have done evil, perverted 

and denied justice to the poor and needy, for which they will be punished. 
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Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Obadiah 

 

Setting: Edom, the country of Esau’s descendants, was south and east of 

Jerusalem and the Salt or Dead Sea.  The Edomites refused to allow the Children 

of Israel to pass through their country on the way to the Promised Land. 

 

Text: Obadiah 

 

Key Point: Your pride of heart has deceived you.  You should not have looked 

down on your brother.  Therefore “as you have done, it will be done to you; your 

deeds will return upon your own head.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Jonah 

 

Setting: Nineveh was probably built by Nimrod and situated north and east of 

Jerusalem and north of Babylon (possibly Bagdad area but could be south). 

 

Text: Jonah 

 

Key Point: God has compassion on all who turn from evil.  Man must not allow 

prejudice to prevent him from loving people and wanting them to come to God 

for forgiveness and blessings.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Micah 

 

Setting: During the reign of Ahaz and Hezekah.  It was said of Hezekah that he 

trusted the Lord and did that which was right in His sight. 
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Text: Micah 

 

Key Point: A warning of the destruction of Jerusalem and Samaria and a 

declaration as to what God desires “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Nahum 

 

Setting: Unknown  

 

Text: Nahum 

 

Key Point: Warning of the destruction of Nineveh as the Lord will not leave the 

guilty unpunished  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Habakkuk 

 

Setting: Appears to be sometime before Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar 

invades Judah and take them captive. 

 

Text: Habakkuk 

 

Key Point: Violence and injustice is prevalent throughout Judah.  How long will 

God continue to allow these things before He allows something to get their 

attention to return to Him? 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Zephaniah 

 

Setting: Zephaniah warned of destruction during the reign of Josiah who 
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became king over Judah at the age of eight and ruled thirty-one years.  He did 

right in the sight of God.  

 

Text: Zephaniah 

 

Key Point: God warns Egypt, Assyria, Judah, Moab and Ammon that they will 

be destroyed as he did with Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Haggai 

 

Setting: During the time Zerubbabel was governor of Judah during the reign in 

Babylon of Darius  

 

Text: Haggai 

 

Key Point: God’s work has not been completed.  Therefore, give careful 

thought to your ways for God does not bless those who focus primarily on the 

material things of life.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Repent! So I can Return 

 

Setting: Zechariah was in exile in Babylon and began prophesying during the 

rule of Darius. 

 

Text: Zechariah 

 

Key Point: Return to me, repent, and I will return to you. Administer justice, 

show mercy, be compassionate and do not oppress. Prophecies about a Son of 

David, Jesus, who will in righteousness bring salvation to all who put their trust 

in Him and obey His commands. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Malachi 

 

Setting:  Malachi was the last prophet of Israel before Christ came.  He 

prophesied some time after temple was completed.  

 

Text: Malachi 

 

Key Point: Judah was offering defiled food, practicing false worship. They had 

changed but not God as He never changes but is always wanting his people to 

return to Him so He can return to them. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Other Old Testament Readings 
 

The format for these does not follow the standard as separate pages for each 

selection is not included only the suggested text readings. 

 

Psalms   Proverbs Song of Solomon 

    1 –     9  1 - 4 

  10 –   17  5 - 8 

  17 –   22  9 -1 2 

  23 –   30  13 - 16 

  31 –   36  17 – 20 

  37 –   43  21 – 26 

  44 –   50  27 – 31 

  51 –   59 

  60 –   68 

  69 –   74 

  74 –   80 

  81 –   89 

  90 – 100 

101 – 104 

105 – 107 

108 – 118 

119 

120 – 135 

136 – 144 

145 – 150 
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The Gospels 
 

Historical writings indicate the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Mark, the 

Gospel of Luke including the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of John were 

considered one book, referred to as The Gospels. 

 

This presentation generally uses Luke’s account as the first reading followed by 

John, Matthew and Mark.  Therefore, no attempt was made to arrange them in 

chronological order.  Since there are multiple readings these studies may be 

somewhat longer than other studies. 

 

Studies from the Gospels [Luke, John, Matthew and Mark] 

1 Birth of John and Jesus 

2 Early life of Jesus 

3 Jesus begins His Ministry 

4 Early Galilean Ministry 

5 Sermon on the Mount 

6 Later Galilean Ministry 

7 Parables, Healings and Thousands Fed 

8 Jesus with the Apostles 

9 Judean and Perean Ministry 

10 Jesus Setting His Face Toward Jerusalem 

11 Jesus’ final Trip to Jerusalem 

12 Jesus going to His Death 

13 Approaching Jericho 

14 Jerusalem –  Crucifixion Week 

15 Friday Crucifixion Is Near 

16 Passover 

17 Trial by the Jews 

18 Trial and Crucifixion 

19 Death, Burial and Resurrection  

 

 

Available Related Studies from TheBibleWayOnline.com: 

The Church Christ Established 

The Life of Christ 

Jesus of Nazareth 

Marriage and Divorce 

First Principles 

Spiritual Milk 

First Principles 

Body, Soul and Spirit 
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Birth of John and Jesus 

 

Setting: Rome ruled most of the world yet the Greek language was spoken as 

the primary language. People freely traveled all over the empire. There was one 

nation, one language and freedom of travel over most of the known world. So, at 

just the right time God sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice. 

 

Text: Luke 1-2; John 1:1-18 and Matthew 1:1 - 2:23  

 

Key Point: The Word was God and by action of the Holy Spirit the anointed 

one of the Lord, the Messiah, the Christ, became flesh by being born of Mary. 

All, even the Gentiles, who obey his word, He gives the right to become 

children of God. 

 

Word Study: 

Luke 2:25 – Consolation of Israel - a name for the Messiah in common use  

                     among the Jews, 

Luke 2:11 – Lord's Christ - anointed one of Lord or God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Early Life of Jesus 

 

Setting: At about 30 years of age in the deserted region of Judea, John began 

preaching repentance preparing for the coming of the Messiah. Jesus came to 

John to be baptized. 

 

Text: Luke 3-4:13; John 1:19-1:51; Matthew 3:1 - 4:25; Mark 1:1-20 

 

Key Point: God spoke from above, the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus, 

John testified and the Devil acknowledged that Jesus was God who had come in 

the flesh. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Jesus Begins His Ministry 

 

Setting: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John to fulfill 

all righteousness and then to a deserted place to be tempted by the Devil. 

 

Text: John 2:1-4:42 

 

Key Point: No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 

the Spirit. Then Jesus came to John to be baptized and fulfill all righteousness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Early Galilean Ministry 

 

Setting: John had acknowledged that Jesus was the Lamb of God, Jesus was 

baptized by John at which time God stated that Jesus was His Son, the Holy 

Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form and the Devil acknowledged that Jesus 

was the Son of God. 

 

Text: Luke 4:14-6:16; John 4:43-5:47; Matthew 8:1-9:17; Mark 1:21-3:19 

 

Key Point: Jesus was providing proof as to His identity by unheard of feats of 

healing.  During this time, he selected men to be eyewitnesses of things He 

would say and do over the next few years.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Sermon on the Mount 

 

Setting: Jesus had been acknowledged as the Son of God and the lamb that takes 

away man’s sins, had selected twelve men to be his closest followers, had been 

tempted by the Devil and was being followed by large crowds after performing 
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several miracles.  

 

Text: Matthew 5-7 and Luke 6:17-49 

Key Point: He taught the crowd unlike other religious teachers. He ended His 

discourse by saying whoever hears these words of mine and does them is wise. 

The crowd was amazed because he taught as one having authority rather than as 

one of their teachers. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Later Galilean Ministry 

 

Setting: Following His discourse on the Mount He went into Capernaum, a 

seaport city on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

 

Text: Luke 7:4 – 8:3; Matthew 9:18 – 12:50; Mark 3:20-51 

 

Key Point: Eyewitness proof “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 

have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the good news is 

preached to the poor.”  What more proof is needed? 

 

Word Study: 

7:32 Dirge – to lament, wail 

 

Related References: 

Unpardonable Sin [Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit] - Appendix 8 

Deny the Holy Spirit – Appendix 9 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Parables, Healings and Thousands Fed 

 

Setting: Around the Sea of Galilee including Capernaum and Gerasenes. 

 

Text: Luke 8:4 - 9:17; John 6:1 - 7-71; Matt. 13:1 - 14:36; Mark 4:1:6:52 
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Key Point(s): 

 a) Your light must shine but consider carefully how you listen for whoever has 

more will be given.  

 b) Even the demons witness that Jesus is the “Son of the Most High God”. 

 

Word Study: 

8:31 Abyss – abode of demons, the bottomless pit. The demons do not wish to  

        be sent to their place of punishment before their destined time. (International  

          Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Jesus With The Apostles 

 

Setting: Probably in the area around Casearea, Philippi about equally distant 

Capernaumin, Galilee to the south and Tyre, Syria to the west.  

 

Text: Luke 9:18 – 9:50; Matthew 15:1 – 18:35; Mark 7:1 – 9:42 

 

Key Point: God stated “This is my Son I have chosen listen to Him.” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Judean and Perean Ministry  

 

Setting: On the way from Capernaum through Samaria to Jerusalem where 

Jesus would be betrayed. 

 

Text: Luke 9:51 – 10:42; John 7:1 – 10:21 

 

Key Point: To inherit eternal life one must “’Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’ and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’.” Ones fleshly desires are to be 

abandoned. 

 

Available Related Study: 

Soul and Spirit – Beyond The Terrestrial, Soul & Spirit – (an in-depth study) 
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Word Study: 

10:27 Soul – breath, breath of life, life, physical animation  

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Jesus Setting His Face Toward Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Apparently in the vicinity of Jerusalem as He had visited in the home of 

Martha and Mary. 

 

Text: Luke 11:1 - 13:21 

 

Key Point:  Prepare yourself and be ready for service knowing that whoever has 

much, much will be required. 

 

Word Study: 

11:2 Hallowed – sacred or holy, consecrate 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Jesus’ Final Trip to Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Jesus on His way to Jerusalem is some three to four days before 

arriving. 

 

Text: Luke 13:22 - 17:10; John 10:22 – 11:57 

 

Key Point: If you are not trustworthy in material things you will not be 

trustworthy in spiritual things.  Anyone who does not give up everything he has 

cannot enter the Kingdom of God. One must give up fleshly desires. 

 

Word Study: 

14:2 Dropsy – the face of the patient is often very much bloated. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
Jesus, Going to His Death in Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Setting His face toward Jerusalem Jesus and His disciples are traveling 

on the borders between Galilee and Samaria. 

 

Text: Luke 17:10 - 18:34; Mathew 19:1 - 20:34; Mark 10:1 - 10:45 

 

Key Point: Life does not consist of the material and whoever lives for the 

material will lose his eternal life, as the Kingdom of God is within man’s 

attitude, heart and mind.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Approaching Jericho  

 

Setting: Jesus and His disciples were on the way to Jerusalem near Jericho. 

 

Text: Luke 18:35 - 19:27; John 12:1 - 12:11; Mark 10:46 - 10:52 

 

Key Point: Christ as the nobleman gives us some of his possessions. If we are 

faithful and work with them he gives us an increase now and a greater reward in 

eternity when He returns. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Jerusalem – Crucifixion Week  

 

Setting: Approaching Bethphage and Bethany going toward Jerusalem  

 

Text: Luke 19:28 - 20:40; John 12:12 - 12:43; Matthew 21:1 - 22:23; Mark 11:1 

- 12:27 

 

Key Point: Christ has come to establish His Kingdom, the church, people who 

have given themselves by trust and obedience to Him. Some people will treat 
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His servants shamefully and do not deserve any reward.  His faithful servants 

obey Him and take His Message to the spiritually poor to “come unto me for my 

feast is ready.” Some of them come unprepared and will be cast out. 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Friday Crucifixion Is Near 

 

Setting: Pentecost was approaching as it was Friday the day of Preparation.  

Jesus taught by day in the Temple and went to the Mount of Olives at night. 

 

Text: Luke 20:41– 22:71; Matthew 22:34 – 26:75; Mark 12:28 – 14:72 

 

Key Point:  The Chief Priest and leaders of the Jews asked Jesus "Are you then 

the Son of God?" Jesus answered "You are right in saying I am." 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Death, Burial and Resurrection 

 

Setting: Jesus stood before the Sanhedrin being tried in violation of their Law 

and their traditions. Then he was on trial before Pilate and Herod.  

 

Text: Luke 23 – 24; John 18:28 – 22; Matthew 27 – 28; Mark 15 – 16 

 

Key Point: The Son of Man was delivered into the hands of sinful men, Jew and 

also Gentile, found innocent by Roman authority but crucified to satisfy a 

Jewish mob.  He rose on the third day from the grave overcoming death and told 

His followers to preach repentance and remission of sins to all nations. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Acts of The Apostles 
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Luke wrote both the Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles. Many, if not all, 

ancient authorities agree that Luke wrote this book probably as a continuation of 

the Gospel of Luke. Acts is the history of the church. 

There are many examples of how God adds obedient people of all nations, races 

and gender to His Body. It also reflects the difficulty of letting go of past 

prejudices, of man’s desire for exclusiveness and of problems with desire for 

power, pride and wealth.  

 

Luke in the bool of Acts furnishes us with many examples of eyewitness 

statements, confirmed by signs and miracles and acknowledgment by men.  God 

also stated that Jesus is The Son of God.  

 

Jesus willingly gave his life as the only sacrifice needed for forgiveness of sins 

for those obedient to His message. As you study Acts ask God to help you keep 

you mind open so you will obtain a clear understanding of His Word. 

 

Studies from Acts of the Apostles: 

1 Church Established In Jerusalem 

2 Church Persecuted 

3 Church Established in Judea 

4 Church Opened to Gentiles 

5 Church Established Outside Judea 

6 Attempts to Judaize the Church 

7 Short Term Mission Efforts 

8 Long Term Mission Efforts 

9 Trouble in Jerusalem 

10 Paul’s Trial 

11 Finally to Rome 

 

Available Related Studies: 

   Baptism Into Christ 

   Wonderful Words of Eternal Life 

 

 

Church Established in Jerusalem 

 

Setting: Fifty days had past since Christ’s resurrection.  He had ascended back 

into Heaven to be with the Father.  His disciples were in Jerusalem as he had 

instructed.  It was also Pentecost day. 

 

Text: Acts 1 - 5:16 

 

Key Point: God made the crucified Jesus the anointed one and those who 

believed and obeyed continued in the apostles teaching, in fellowship with other 

obedient believers, eating together as one and in prayer. 
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Word Study: 

2:2   Tongues - little flames symbolizing the gift of foreign languages  

2:13 Too much wine - sweet grape juice, highly inebriating 

2:36 Lord - one having power or authority 

2:36 Christ - anointed one, the Messiah, the Savior 

2:38 Baptize - to cleanse by submerging into the death of Christ - thus to make   

             clean with water 

2:38 In the name of - a) by one’s authority, into the power or ownership;  

        b)Thayer: “by one’s command and authority, acting on his behalf, promoting 

       his cause”; c) Pulpit Commentary: “into the power ... influence ...  faith ...  

       family of”; d) International Critical Commentary: “by way of consecration 

       to” and e) W  F. Flemington: “into the ownership of” 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Church Persecuted 

 

Setting: At this time only Jews were given the opportunity to hear the Gospel.  

The Christians met in the synagogues and still practiced many of the rites and 

traditions of the Law. But Jewish leaders were becoming concerned. 

 

Text: Acts 5:17 - 8:3 

 

Key Point: Wherever, in public places or in homes, they continually proclaimed 

the Good News that Jesus was the Anointed one, the Christ. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Church Established in Judea 

 

Setting: Persecution by the leaders of the Jews of those following Christ caused 

the Christians to move out of Jerusalem. This action is exactly what Jesus had 

stated.  They were to go to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the utter most parts of 

the earth (Acts 1:8). 

 

Text: Acts 8:4 - 9 
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Key Point: Christians sin. Whenever sin occurs they must be made aware if it, 

be sorrowful for their action, desire for forgiveness not wanting to repeat and 

then plead through prayer for God’s forgiveness 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Church Opened to Gentiles 

 

Setting: Peter was in Joppa staying with a tanner named Simon. God used a 

vision of eating unclean animals and the Spirit falling upon Cornelius as it had 

done to them to convince Peter that the Gospel was intended for all man. 

 

Text: Acts 10 - 12 

 

Key Point: God is not a respecter of people but wishes everyone to become his 

disciple by obedience to Christ’s message. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Church Established Outside Judea 

 

Setting: The Church in Antioch on the east coast of the Mediterranean Sea in 

northern Syria, now in southern Turkey, had grown rapidly accepting Jew and 

Gentile.  Barnabus was teaching there and went to Tarsus to get Paul.  They 

taught there until the Holy Spirit sent them to “the uttermost parts of the earth.” 

 

Text: Acts 13 - 14 

 

Key Point: There is work, a body function, to be done if the body is to remain 

healthy and reproduce. Each Christian must perform his function for the body to 

be accomplishing the Father’s will. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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Attempts to Judaize the Church 

 

Setting: It was difficult for the Jews to let go of the traditions of their Law and 

to accept the fact that it had been fulfilled being replaced by a new covenant 

based upon faith rather than works. Some Christian Jews from Jerusalem went 

to Antioch teaching this false doctrine. 

 

Text: Acts 15 - 16.5 

 

Key Point: There are no requirements outside the Gospel that must be followed.  

Therefore, observance of the Law is unnecessary. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Short Term Missionary Efforts 
 

Setting: Luke provides examples of people in many Gentile cities believing and 

accepting Christ by being immersed into Him after hearing the Gospel message.   
 

Text: Acts 16.6 - 17 
 

Key Point: Teach Christ always.  Those who desire to know the truth will hear.  

Those who have faith enough to believe will obey leading to baptism such as 

Lydia and the jailer.   
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Long Term Missionary Efforts 
 

Setting: Paul stayed in Corinth one and one-half years and in Ephesus over two 

years.  Eventually riots broke out so Paul left to teach the crucified Christ in 

other cities, always desiring to teach anyone who would listen. 
 

Text: Acts 18 - 20 
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Key Point: The message of Christ must be preached even when the hearers 

reject the message because of jealously, pride or desire for wealth, power and 

prestige. 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Trouble in Jerusalem 
 

Setting: Jews jealous of their Law and traditions and relying on “our father 

Abraham” did everything they could, including violation of their own religion. 

They rioted without knowing why, resulting in Paul’s arrest by the Romans. 
    

Text: Acts 21 - 23 
 

Key Point: Prejudice must be overcome before anyone can hear. It takes an 

open mind desiring to know the truth and to please God. 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Paul's Trial 

 

Setting: Paul was falsely accused by the leaders of the Jews and was held in 

prison in Caesarea.  However, God provided an audience of Kings and 

Governors for Paul to proclaim the Gospel, His message of redemption. 

 

Text: Acts 24 - 26 

 

Key Point: Paul preached about the resurrection, righteousness, self-control, the 

judgment to come and his hope for eternal life. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Finally To Rome 
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Setting:  Roman governors and kings found no fault in the charges against Paul 

but refused to free him so he appealed to Caesar. As a prisoner for Christ, Paul 

sets sail for Rome under Roman guard. Along the way he continues to proclaim 

Christ amid ship wreck, a winter’s delay in Malta. 

 

Text: Acts 27 - 28 

 

Key Point: When a Christian desires to please God, God’s means and method 

may be considered unusual as He accomplishes His will.  Paul was finally 

allowed to go to Rome to edify and encourage the saints and impart spiritual 

gifts.  He as always taught any who would listen.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Romans 
 

Paul had a great desire to preach the Gospel of Christ to the whole Gentile 

world.  He had not been able to go to Rome, the center of the Roman Empire. 

 

From travelers from Rome he knew there were faithful brothers still in Rome 

following the emperor Claudius’ edict that all Jews leave Rome. This is why 

Christian Jews Priscilla and Aquila were in Corinth when Paul was there. 

 

Studies from Paul’s letter to the Romans: 

1 Declared To be Son of God 

2 Our Gift or Something We Earn? 

3 Our Death, Burial and Resurrection 

4 Our Struggle with Sin 

5 God’s Love or Wrath – Our Choice  

6 Living Sacrifice 

7 Live in Love and Unity 

 

 

Available Related Studies 

Promises for Now and Forever More 

Wonderful Words of Eternal Life 

 

 

 

Declared To Be The Son Of God  

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 
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strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ. 

Text: Romans 1 - 2:16 

 

Key Point: Christ calls all, Jew and Gentile, to obedience based upon faith in 

the Gospel Message which is the power of God unto Salvation 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  

 

 
Our Gift or Something We Earned? 

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ 

 

Text: Romans 2:17 - 4 

 

Key Point: No one will be declared righteous by performing acts because 

righteousness comes through faith in Christ while acts are based upon one’s 

performance, keeping rules and regulations. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Our Death, Burial and Resurrection 

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ. 

 

Text: Romans 5-7:6 

 

Key Point: All who are baptized into Christ’s death are buried, since they died 

to sin, and are raised a new spiritual being to live a righteous life. 
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Word Study: 

5:16 Justification – "a sentence of acquittal," by which God acquits men of their 

        guilt, on the conditions (1) of His grace in Christ, through His expiatory  

        sacrifice, (2) the acceptance of Christ by faith. (from Vine's Expository Dictionary  

          of Biblical Words, Copyright (c)1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers) 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Our Struggle With Sin 

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ. 

 

Text: Romans 7:7 - 8 

 

Key Point: Even though we try to live a holy and righteous life, our fleshly 

desires are present tempting us to yield. 

 

Related References:  

Deny the Holy Spirit – Appendix 9 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

God's Love or Wrath - Our Choice 

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ. 

 

Text: Romans 9-11 

 

Key Point: God extends his loving invitation call, to everyone. It is our choice 

to accept his invitation or regret it. It is our attitude that opens or closes the door. 
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Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 
Living Sacrifice  

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ 

 

Text: Romans 12 - 13:7 

 

Key Point: Like Jesus we sacrifice ourselves, our human desires, and function 

as a united body to do the will of Christ who loves us. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Live in Love and Unity 

 

Setting: Paul had a great desire to go to Rome to impart some spiritual gifts to 

strengthen their faith. Priscilla and Aquila had come to Corinth from Rome and 

were tentmakers as was Paul.  It would be several years before Paul would go to 

Rome and then as a Prisoner for Christ 

 

Text: Romans 13:8 - 16 

 

Key Point: We must be careful not to cause someone to sin by our 

understanding and liberty while bearing one another’s burdens and maintaining 

a spirit of unity among all sons of God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Corinthians 
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Paul established the church in Corinth on his second missionary journey.  The 

Jews became abusive as they did in many places so Paul went next door and 

taught the Gospel to the Gentiles.  Paul stayed in Corinth one and one-half years 

because God told him there were many people there with open minds. However, 

as a trading and seaport city Corinth was a very corrupt city. 

 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians at least twice with the first letter being written in 

response to some questions they had raised. 

 

Studies from 1 and 2 Corinthians: 

1 1 Corinthians – Wisdom and Unity 

2 1 Corinthians – Maintaining Righteousness Within the Body 

3 1 Corinthians – Marriage 

4 1 Corinthians – Possibility of Falling Away 

5 1 Corinthians – Worship 

6 1 Corinthians – Resurrection  

7 2 Corinthians – Forgiving Others 

8 2 Corinthians – Reconciled Into the Likeness of God 

9 2 Corinthians – Christian Repentance 

10 2 Corinthians – Christian Giving 

11 2 Corinthians – Apostleship 

  
 

Wisdom and Unity 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 1-4  

 

Key Point: Be united in purpose for the message of the cross is God’s power, 

Christ Crucified and resurrected.  Therefore, you are God’s temple where He 

dwells since His Spirit lives in us. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Maintaining Righteousness Within the Body 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 
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Text: 1 Corinthians 5 –6 

 

Key Point: Do you not know your bodies are members of Christ and a temple of 

the Holy Spirit because you were washed (Greek apelousasthe, cleansed of sin 

by a washing or baptism), sanctified and justified in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Marriage 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 7 

 

Key Point: Each person is responsible for keeping God’s commands. 

 

Available Related Study  

Marriage and Divorce – thebiblewayonline.com 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Possibility of Falling Away 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 8 – 11 

 

Key Point: The Children of Israel were baptized into Moses, they all ate the 

same spiritual food but many perished because of sin. They were examples and 

warnings to Children of God, as Christians can also be consumed by sin.  

However, God provides a way for us to avoid sin thus escape temptations. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Worship 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 12 – 14 

 

Key Point: We were all baptized by one spirit into one body, Christ body, but 

like our physical body, Christ’s body has many different functions that need to 

be performed. Each Christian must perform some function for the body to 

operate effectively and efficiently.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Resurrection  

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 1 Corinthians 15 – 16 

 

Key Point: You are saved by the Gospel if you hold firmly to the Word.  

Otherwise if you do not hold firmly your belief was in vain. 

 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Forgiving Others 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 
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Text: 2 Corinthians 1-2:11 

 

Key Point: By being in Christ He set His seal of ownership on us by putting His 

spirit in our hearts as a deposit.  We must stand the test and forgive others so 

Satan will not outwit us. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Reconciled Into the Likeness of God 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 2:12 – 6:2 

 

Key Point: Be reconciled to God for today is the day of salvation and in doing 

so one is in Christ becoming a new creation. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Christian Repentance 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 6:3 – 7:16  

 

Key Point. We should be like the Corinthian Christians.  Those who sinned 

expressed sorrow that led to repentance. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Christian Giving 
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Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 8 – 9 

Key Point:  Decide in your heart what to give remembering that one who sows 

sparingly reaps sparingly.  There are gifts of time, deeds done, money, love, 

compassion. The gift will be accepted based upon what one has and by his gifts 

to the poor his righteousness endures forever. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Apostleship 

 

Setting: Paul had stayed in Corinth one and one-half years teaching with many 

converts and wrote to them at least on two occasions. 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 10 – 13 

 

Key Point: Paul defends his teaching of the Gospel as true, showing that he was 

an Apostle concluding an Apostle was marked by his signs, wonders and 

miracles all of which he performed. 

 

Word Study: 

12: 12 Signs – (Greek semeion) A sign is intended to appeal to the  

           understanding and used to prove God authenticates the men sent by him,  

           or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God's.             

12:12 Wonders – (Greek teras) something strange, causing the beholder to  

          marvel, is always used in the plural, always rendered wonders, and  

          generally follows semeia (signs). 

 12:12 Miracles – (Greek dunamis) inherent power, power residing in a thing by  

          virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth: a  

           power indicates its source as supernatural 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Paul’s Other Letters 
 

Paul stated that he was the apostle to the Gentiles.  The Holy Spirit sent him on 

his first missionary journey.  While away from some of these cities he was 

concerned about their physical and spiritual welfare so he sent those he was 

mentoring to visit them and encourage them to remain faithful.  Paul also wrote 

letters to them and to those he was training; i.e., Timothy, addressing specific 

concerns about doctrinal matters.  Many have been preserved for us; however, at 

least one, the letter to the Laodiceans, was lost. 

 

Studies from Paul’s other letters: 

1 Galatians – Not Under the LAW 

2 Ephesians – In Christ 

3 Ephesians – Living as Children of God 

4 Philippians – Imitate Christ’s Attitude 

5 Philippians – Rejoicing in following Christ 

6 Colossians – Freedom through Christ 

7 Colossians – Holy Living in Christ 

8 1 Thessalonians – Living to Please God 

9 2 Thessalonians – Being Counted Worthy 

10 1 Timothy – Worship and Leadership 

11 1 Timothy – Advice about Myths, Relationships and Money  

12 2 Timothy – Encouragement in being Faithful 

13 2 Timothy – General Instructions to the Church 

14 Titus –  Setting the Church in Order 

15 Philemon – Relationships between Christian Owners/Employers and 

Slave/Employees  

 

 

Not Under the LAW 

 

Setting: Paul established churches in Galatia on his first missionary trip. 

Following their establishment some "Christians" began teaching that the Law of 

Moses must also be followed. Paul wrote to correct this false doctrine. 

 

Text: Galatians 

 

Key Point: All who rely on observing the Law of Moses are under a curse. 

Christ came to redeem us from the curse as the Law because it was not based 

upon faith. But the righteous live by faith and one becomes a son of God 

through faith in Christ by immersion into Christ.  

 

Word Study: 

2:10 Remember the poor - It is doubtful this means think about or wish them  

        well, but taking some action to alleviate their poverty from your abundance  

        because of your love. 
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Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
In Christ 

 

Setting: Paul established the church in Ephesus and taught for at least two years 

in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. Many miracles were performed and many people 

were brought to Christ. Paul left shortly after a riot caused by Demetrius’ desire 

for personal profit as he was a silversmith making idols of Artemis (Diana). 

 

Text: Ephesians 1-3 

 

Key Point: All spiritual blessings are IN CHRIST, in Him, in the one he loves. 

The most important blessing is redemption, reconciled to God. 

 

Word Study: 

1:9 - Mystery of His will - God's plan to redeem man was not known until it was  

        revealed through Jesus Christ that all men could receive salvation by  

       obedience to the commands of Christ who gave His life as the atoning  

       sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Living as Children of God 

 

Setting: Paul established the church in Ephesus and taught for at least two years 

in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. Many miracles were performed and many people 

were brought to Christ. Paul left shortly after a riot caused by Demetrius’ desire 

for personal profit as he was a silversmith making idols of Artemis (Diana). 

 

Text: Ephesians 4-6 

 

Key Point: The Christ church is not an organization but a united functioning 

body with each part or member performing its function all of which are equal in 

importance. 

 

Word Study: 

5:3 - Sexual immorality, impurity - Mostly referred to as fornication meaning  

         any sexual activity outside marriage. 
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6:12 – Spiritual forces of evil in heavenly places - All activities directed toward  

        us by the Devil and his angels in an attempt to get us to yield to the  

        temptations by our desires for them, such as lust, power and pride. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Imitate Christ Attitude and Actions 

 

Setting: While a prisoner apparently in Rome because he was preaching Christ, 

Paul wrote to a church he had established following an unjustified beating after 

which he taught the jailer and his household about Christ. 

 

Text: Philippians 1 - 2:18 

 

Key Point: A Christian’s attitude should be just like Christ’s. He should be 

willing to do whatever it takes to be obedient even if it meant death.  

 

Word Study: 

1:11 – The fruit of righteousness – This is probably a result of the fruits of the  

           Spirit producing a holy and righteous life pleasing to God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Rejoice in Following Christ 

 

Setting: While a prisoner apparently in Rome because he was preaching Christ, 

Paul wrote to a church he had established following an unjustified beating after 

which he taught the jailer and his household about Christ and they obeyed. 

 

Text: Philippians 2:19 - 4 

 

Key Point: Positions in life mean nothing. What really counts is to gain Christ 

and remain faithful being aware there are some so called Christians among us 

who think only of enjoying the present time. 

 

Word Study: 

3:6 - Legalistic righteousness –  Adherence of the strictest religious tradition   
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         consists of obedience to minutiae external rules and regulations based  

         upon man’s opinions. 

3:9 - Righteousness that comes from the Law – This is self righteousness  

         coming from doing everything required by the Law, their duty. 

3:17 - Pattern – example, fashion, figure, form, manner, or print. 

4:5 – Gentleness –  equitable, fair, moderate, forbearing, not insisting on the  

         letter of the law looking reasonably at the facts of a case. It is in contrast to  

         contentiousness. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Freedom through Christ 

 

Setting: The church in Colosse was established by Epaphras, chapter 1 verse 7. 

In his letter Paul warns them about false doctrine: a) what one eats or drinks, b) 

religious festivals, c) observance of special days such as Sabbath days, d) 

worship of angels, e) one's perceived religious experiences, f) harsh treatment of 

the body and g) one's great knowledge. 

 

Text: Colossians 1 - 2 

 

Key Point: You are reconciled to God by Christ's physical body through death 

if you continue in your faith. 

 

Word Study: 

2:2 – Mystery of God – A Divine truth once hidden, but now revealed; i.e.,  

        "According to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to  

         the revelation of the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times  

         eternal, but now is manifested." (Romans 16:25). 

2:8 –  Basic principles of the world – Things lacking in value including such  

          things as sensual desires, selfishness and pride, false humility, essentially  

          the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  
 

 

Holy Living in Christ 
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Setting: The church in Colosse was established by Epaphras, chapter 1 verse 7. 

In his letter Paul warns them about false doctrine a) what one eats or drinks, b) 

religious festivals, c) observance of special days such as Sabbath days, d) 

worship of angels, e) one's perceived religious experiences, f) harsh treatment of 

the body and g) one's great knowledge. 

 

Text: Colossians 3-4 

 

Key Point: God's word must constantly be in our heart (mind) as we teach and 

admonish one another. 

 

Word Study: 

3:5 – Earthly man - The life of living for self, its lust, pride and sinfulness. 

3:9 – Old self - One's former way of living for self and pleasure. Also called  

         sinful nature.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Living to Please God  

 

Setting: Paul's concern about the church in Thessalonica caused him to send 

Timothy to strengthen them and find out about their welfare. Upon Timothy's 

return Paul wrote to encourage them and relieve some of their concerns. He first 

went to Thessalonica after having been beaten in Philippi (Acts 17). Initially he 

was warmly received which caused the Jews to be jealous causing a great 

uproar. The citizens were more noble in Berea than Thessalonica. 

 

Text: - 1 Thessalonians 

 

Key Point: Following words of encouragement Paul gave instructions how to 

live to please God and prepare for Christ return. 

 

Word Study: 

2:4 – Test our hearts – Prove the genuineness of our hearts 

4:13 –  Fall asleep – In this case it appears to refer to someone who is dead. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  
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Being Counted Worthy 

 

Setting: Paul's concern about the church in Thessalonica caused him to send 

Timothy to strengthen them and find out about their welfare. Upon Timothy's 

return Paul wrote to encourage them and relieve some of their concerns. He first 

went to Thessalonica after having been beaten in Philippi (Acts 17). Initially he 

was warmly received which caused the Jews to be jealous causing a great 

uproar. 

 

Text:  2 Thessalonians 

 

Key Point: From the beginning God chose those who obeyed Him to be saved 

and to punish those who refuse to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Word Study: 

1:9 – Everlasting destruction – The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of  

          being, but of well-being. 

2:3 –  Man of lawlessness – Unrighteousness 

2:4 – God's temple – The place where God dwells 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Worship and Leadership  

 

Setting: Timothy was mentored by Paul, traveled with him and was left or sent 

by Paul to newly established churches to continue teaching and training new 

Christian how to live for Christ, worship Him and become leaders. 

 

Text:  1 Timothy 1- 3 

 

Key Point: Christ came into the world to save sinners by their obedience to 

knowledge of the truth that there is only one mediator between God and man 

who came in the flesh as the atoning sacrifice, Jesus - the Christ. 

 

Word Study: 

1:3 – Myths – Unfounded tradition or imaginary 

1:3 – False doctrine – Anything different from what was taught by Christ and  

         His Apostles who were guided by the Spirit of God. 

2:8 – Holy hands – Being unspotted by sin when approaching God, a righteous  

         person.  

2:9 – Modest dress – Attire that does not excite improper passions and desires of  
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         either man or woman. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
Advice about Myths, Relationships and Money   

 

Setting: Timothy was mentored by Paul, traveled with him and was left or sent 

by Paul to newly established churches to continue teaching and training new 

Christian how to live for Christ, worship Him and become leaders. 

 

Text: 1 Timothy 4 - 6 

 

Key Point: Some Christians will abandon the faith and follow teaching of liars 

who have an unhealthy interest in worldly things for financial gain. 

 

Word Study: 

4:7 – Godless myths and old wives’ tales – Stories, tales, myths or fables are not  

         based upon truth, not sound doctrine and should be avoided. These could  

         have referred to specific writings or stories in Jewish traditional writings. 

5:17 – Double honor - Twice the value – could be money thus salary or pay. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Encouragement in being Faithful 

 

Setting: Timothy was mentored by Paul, traveled with him and was left or sent 

by Paul to newly established churches to continue teaching and training new 

Christian how to live for Christ, worship Him and become leaders. 

 

Text: - 2 Timothy 1- 2 

 

Key Point: Select and give to qualified and faithful men the gospel message so 

they can teach others without arguing about words and foolish arguments that 

only produce quarrels. 

 

Word Study: 

1:14 – Good deposit – Since the Holy Spirit is to help guard this deposit it  

          appears to be the Sound Doctrine entrusted to righteous and faithful men. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

General Church Instructions  

Setting: Timothy was mentored by Paul, traveled with him and was left or sent 

by Paul to newly established churches to continue teaching and training new 

Christian how to live for Christ, worship Him and become leaders. 

 

Text: 2 Timothy 3-4 

 

Key Point: Some professing to be Christians but are not lovers of God will 

worm their way into minds of some in the body swaying them into all kinds of 

evil. But those not swayed are to continue in the scriptures as all scripture is God 

breathed to be used to teach, rebuke correct and train.  

 

Word Study: 

3:2 – People – Someone within the church professing to be Christian but  

        following the world. 

3:16 – God breathed – The scripture referred to was divinely inspired conveying  

        God's intended message. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting the Church in Order                                        

 

Setting: Titus was a Greek student and follower of Paul. Paul sent him like 

others to various churches to provide additional teaching and encouragement. In 

this case he was sent to the Island of Crete. 

 

Text – Titus 

 

Key Point:  Appoint qualified men to lead by a) encouraging sound doctrine b) 

refuting those who oppose it c) teaching everyone to live lives reflecting this 

doctrine and d) avoiding foolish controversies. 

 

Word Study: 

1:6 – Children who believe – The word translated believe is also translated  

         trustworthy, faithful or reliable. The text following seems to imply not  

         rebellious but respectful. 

1:6 – Given to drunkenness – Also translated as not given to wine, drunkard or  
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         addicted to wine. Probably does not mean one who never takes a drink of  

         an alcoholic beverage regardless of circumstances. 

1:10 – Rebellious people – Unruly, rebellious; not a united assembly, church 

2:1 – Sound doctrine – The teaching of Christ as taught by Paul and the other 

apostles of Christ. 

2:5 – Busy at home – Performing tasks for the good of the family, not being idle  

        or a busy body meddling into others affairs. 

3:5 – Washing of rebirth and renewal – The act of washing a spiritual cleansing.       

Rebirth refers to birth again, a new creation. This appears to be a reference 

to burial by immersion in water following a death to sin for the forgiveness 

of sins and a resurrection into Christ as new spiritual creation. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Relationships between Owners/Employers and Slave/Employees  

 

Setting: Philemon lived in Colosse, was converted, provided assistance to Paul 

and had a slave Onesimus who escaped. Onesimus located Paul who was a 

prisoner in Rome, obeyed the gospel and provided much needed assistance to 

Paul. But as a runaway slave and Christian he had to return to his owner to make 

things right. 

 

Text: Philemon 

 

Key Point: An example of what one must do who has sinned against another 

even though he is currently performing a needed function in another location 

and how the one sinned against must act toward the repenting brother who 

sinned against him. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Other Apostles’ Letters 
 

These writers all desired to warn their brothers to remain faithful to Christ, live 

holy and righteous lives and to have nothing to do with false teachers, some of 

whom even deny that Christ came in the flesh. 
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Studies from other New Testament Letters: 

1 Hebrews –  Superior to Angels  

2 Hebrews - Change in Priesthood 

3 Hebrews – Drawing Near to God 

4 James – Love Produces Works 

5 1 Peter – Live Holy Lives 

6 2 Peter – Scoffing False Teachers 

7 1 John – Righteousness and Godly Love 

8 2 John – Love Brothers Avoid Antichrist 

9 3 John – Showing Hospitality 

10 Jude – Apostasy 

 

 

Superior to Angels 

 

Setting: As the name implies, it was written to Jewish (or Hebrew) Christians 

encouraging them not to return to the Old Covenant put into effect through 

Moses. But, to remain faithful to the New Covenant put into effect by Christ 

through the shedding of His physical blood, that is his death, as the ultimate 

atoning sacrifice for man's sin. 

 

Text: Hebrews 1 – 4:13 

 

Key Point: Concentrate your thoughts on Jesus our Savior and High Priest 

whom we confess, through whom everything was made, who is crowned with 

glory and honor and who is not ashamed to call us brothers. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Change in Priesthood 

 

Setting: As the name implies, it was written to Jewish (or Hebrew) Christians 

encouraging them not to return to the Old Covenant put into effect through 

Moses. But, to remain faithful to the New Covenant put into effect by Christ 

through the shedding of His physical blood, that is his death, as the ultimate 

sacrifice for man's sin. 

 

Text: Hebrews 4:14 - 10:18 

 

Key Point: On oath God proclaimed Christ to be a priest after the order of 
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Melchizedek. This change in priesthood clearly shows a change of law or 

covenant. Under the new covenant the High Priest (Christ) is able to save all 

who come to God through Christ. 

 

Word Study: 

5:12 – Elementary truths – foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,  

          and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands,  

         the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  

6:6 – Fall away – same as apostatize or fall from grace 

6:6 – Apostatize – to renounce and abandon one’s religious faith 

7:17 – Order of Melchizedek - Nothing appears to be known of the beginning or  

           ending of his life. We know he pronounced a blessing on Abraham and  

          Abraham paid tithes to him therefore he was considered by Abraham to be  

           greater. His name is king of peace and king of righteousness.     

7:25 – Come to God – To come to God in Christ’s name to approach him for  

           pardon and salvation 

 

Available Related Study 

First Principles – thebiblewayonline.com 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Drawing Near to God 

 

Setting: The book appears to have been written in Italy. As the name implies, it 

was written to Jewish (or Hebrew) Christians encouraging them not to return to 

the Old Covenant put into effect through Moses. But, to remain faithful to the 

New Covenant put into effect by Christ through the shedding of His physical 

blood, that is his death, as the ultimate sacrifice for man's sin. 

 

Text: Hebrews 10:19 - 13 

 

Key Point: By the blood of Jesus those obedient to His message, gospel, can 

draw near to God in the Most Holy Place as their bodies have been made pure 

having been washed or immersed in water into His death, representing the blood 

of Christ. But remember God disciplines those He loves so be obedient and 

endure hardships for being a son of God. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Love Produces Works 

 

Setting: It would appear this was written from Jerusalem as it is directed to the 

twelve scattered tribes among the nations and is addressed to Hebrew Christians 

since James refers to them as "my brothers." He gives instructions on how to 

live the faithful life. 

 

Text: James 

 

Key Point: God chose the poor to be rich in the faith but they are justified by 

what they do, not just by faith, and to be acceptable to God one must assist those 

in need for without action one’s faith is dead. 

 

Word Study: 

1:26 – Religion – denotes the outward expression of worship  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________                                

 

 

 

Live Holy Lives 

 

Setting: Written to those Paul had converted on his missionary journeys. Peter 

encourages them to remain strong, be holy and faithful and to live justly and 

righteously even while suffering as a Christian. 

 

Text: 1 Peter 

 

Key Point: Abstain from sinful desires while living in such a way that those 

outside Christ will glorify God. To live such a life, one must prepare his mind 

for action. 

 

Word Study: 

1:22 –  Purified – to make clean, sanctify, purify  

3:1 – Submission – to yield to one's advice:  

3:6 –  Obey - Listen or hearken to; (not the same word translated submit) 

3:19 – Prison – Preached to them while alive who are now dead. 

4:3 –  Debauchery – wantonness, licentiousness, lasciviousness, unbridled lust,   

          outrageousness, shamelessness. 

4:4 – Dissipation – intemperate living - especially excessive drinking 
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4:9 – Offer hospitality – take care of needs of others especially fellow Christians  

4:10 – Gift – extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians and  

enabling them to serve the Body of Christ, His Church, the reception of 

which is due to the power of divine grace operating in their souls by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Scoffing False Teachers 

 

Setting: Since Peter mentions Paul's letters to them, he is apparently writing to 

those Paul had converted on his missionary journeys, perhaps even the same 

people he wrote to previously. Peter encourages them to remain strong, be holy 

and faithful, to live righteously even while suffering as a Christian and warning 

them about false teachers. 

 

Text: 2 Peter 

 

Key Point: Peter and other apostles were eyewitnesses of Christ receiving honor 

from God stating that Jesus was the Son of God. But others for love of money 

will exploit you with made up stories.  Therefore, make sure you do not fall 

from your election by adding to your faith goodness … love. 

 

 

Word Study:  

1:4 Divine nature – God’s nature is love, truth and righteousness (holiness) 

1:19 Morning star – apparently Jesus as the light shinning in darkness 

2:4 Hell – (Greek tartaros), the name of a subterranean region, doleful and          

      dark, regarded by the ancient Greeks as the abode of the wicked dead, where  

      they suffer punishment for their evil deeds; 

2:17 Blackest darkness – The absence of light or out of the presence of God with  

      light being righteousness thus in total wickedness 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Righteousness and Godly Love 
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Setting: Apparently written to Christians everywhere to encourage them to live 

righteously and in unity esteeming others above self. 

 

Text: 1 John 

 

Key Point: God is righteous and love which is the message from the beginning. 

Whoever loves as Christ loved is born of God therefore he cannot hate his 

brother. 

 

Word Study: 

1:5 Light – purity, truth, knowledge, prosperity, and happiness 

2:1 Children – a term used by teachers referring to one of their disciples 

2:9 Hate – detest, not esteeming 

2:15 World – material things, lust, pride, power and prestige   

2:18 Antichrist – one who denies that Jesus is the Christ who came in the flesh  

        and willingly gave his life’s blood, death, as sacrifice for our sins. 

 

Related References:  

Denying the Holy Spirit -- Appendix 9 

Sin Unto Death – Appendix 11 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Love Brothers Avoid Antichrist 

 

Setting: John an elder and apostle writes to Christians to encourage them to 

remain faithful. 

 

Text: 2 John 

 

Key Point: Christ came to earth in the flesh. When we obey Him, we show our 

love but deceivers and those who deny Christ came to earth are to be avoided. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  
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Showing Hospitality 

 

Setting: Written to a Christian named Gaius 

 

Text: 3 John 

 

Key Point: Be faithful, be humble, provide for the needs of others especially 

those who go out to teach Gospel to others 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Apostasy 

 

Setting: Written to warn Christians about leaders who are self– serving and 

interested only in themselves rather than God and the Body of Christ. 

 

Text: Jude 

 

Key Point: A warning about apostasy by church leaders, shepherds, who look 

out only for themselves, "What's in it for me?" 

 

Word Study: 

:4 – Immorality – unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness,  

       wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence, filthy words,  

       indecent physical movements, unchaste handling of males and females, 

:8 – Pollute their own bodies –  to defile, pollute, contaminate, soil by sin 

:12 – Love feast – feasts expressing and fostering mutual love which used to be  

         held by Christians before the celebration of the Lord's supper, and at which  

         the poorer Christians mingled with the wealthier and partook in common  

         with the rest of food provided at the expense of the wealthy: (from Thayer's  

            Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft) 
:18 – Last times – there are differences of opinion as to the meaning of “last  

         times” Adam Clarke states it is the end of the political state of the Jews   

        while Albert Barnes considers it to be the time of the Christian age, the first  

         being the Patriarchal followed by the Mosaical age ending with the  

         Christian age.  

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Revelation 

 

This book is very different than the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles or the 

Epistles.  It begins by identifying the writer, his source and the purpose of the 

book.  The Apostle John wrote at God’s direction to inform Christians of things 

to come that would affect them.  No doubt these early Christians knew and 

understood his imagery.  All Christians for all ages are encouraged to read the 

book. 
 
      

1.  Letters to Christians Meeting as Churches 

2.  Scroll with Seven Seals 

3.  Seven Trumpets and a Little Scroll 

4.  Beast of Earth and Sea 

5.  Fall of Babylon 

6.  Judgment 

7.  New Jerusalem 

 

 

Available Related Study 

Revelation of the Apostle John 

 

 

Revelation Chart 
Seven Seals  
(6:1 - 8:6) 
 
  Seven Trumpets 

  (8:7 - 11:18) 
    
Seven Mystic Figures   Seven Bowls 
   (11:19 - 14:20)      (15:1-16:21) 
 
Woman (11:19-12:2)   
 

Dragon (12:3-4)   
 
                     "1000 years"       End of History   Beyond History 
            Satan loosed a    New heaven and 
Man Child (12:5-6)          little season        new earth for  
            and then            the righteous  
Michael (12:7-17)           destroyed             (21:1-8) 
                                                            (20:7-10)    
Beast of the Sea          Beast and                 Bride of the  
(13:1-10; cf. 11:17)      False Prophet    Last enemies        Lamb (the 
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Beast of the Earth         overthrown       destroyed in         Holy City) 
(13:11-18)          (19:11-21)       connection           descending  

          with general         from  
Lamb on Mount          resurrection         heaven    
Zion (14:1-5)         and final              (21:9-22:5) 

                  judgment.    
Interlude: Angelic    
Messages (14:6-20)          
 
Announcement of God’s      
judgment (vs. 6-7)       
     
Announcement of       Babylon destroyed 
Babylon’s fall (v.8)      (17:1 - 16:21)     
  
  
Warning of wrath        Satan bound, saints 
on worshippers of       reign with Christ   
Beast (vs. 9-12)        (20:1-6)       
       
Blessedness of dead who die in the Lord (v.13) 
Call for harvesting the earth (vs. 14-16) 
Call for gathering the grapes of wrath (vs. 17-20  

 

 

 

Letters to Christians Meeting as Churches 

 

Setting:  Because of his proclaiming the Word of Christ the apostle John had 

been banished to the Isle of Patmos by Roman officials.  Patmos is treeless and 

rocky about 10 miles long and 6 miles wide.   

   

Text:  Revelation 1 – 3 

 

Key Point: God is telling His Children I know all the good and bad you have 

done and are doing.  Repent before it is too late.  The righteous will be tested but 

be faithful.  I will repay everyone according to their deeds. 

 

Word Study: 

1:10 In the Spirit – Under the influence of the Holy Spirit 

1:13 Son of Man – Jesus often referred to himself as Son of Man (no “a” or  

       “the” is in the Greek text) and verse 18 states He is the one speaking. 

1:18 Hades – the place of departed souls. 

2:6 Practice of the Nicolatians – The Nicolaitanes taught the community of  

      wives that adultery and fornication were things indifferent, that eating meats  

      offered to idols was quite lawful; (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic  

       Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft) 

2:10 Point of death – even if it means your death 
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2:14 Teaching of Balaam – a man who loved the wages of unrighteousness, … a  

        person cumbered with superstition, covetousness and even wickedness, …  

       of a teacher of the church who attempts to advance the cause of God by  

       advocating an unholy alliance with the ungodly and worldly, and so  

       conforming the life of the church to the spirit of the flesh. (from International  

         Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft) 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Scroll with Seven Seals 

 

Setting:  John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 

 

Text: Revelation 4 – 11 

 

Word Study: 

8:11 Wormwood –  The genus is named Artemisia from Artemis, the Greek  

        name for Diana and means bitter. It is also metaphorical for bitter sorrow.   
        (Fausset's Bible Dictionary, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1998 by Biblesoft) 

9:1 Abyss or bottomless pit –  The word is equivalent to Hades, the abode of the  

      dead and denotes the abode of evil spirits, but not the place of final  

      punishment (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright  

        (c)1996 by Biblesoft) 
9:11 Abaddon – as a proper name given to the angel-prince of the infernal  

       regions, the minister of death and author of havoc on earth, and is rendered  

       in Greek by Apolluoon Destroyer (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database.  

        Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 

 
Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Seven Trumpets and a Little Scroll 

 

Setting: John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 

 

Text: Revelation 12   

 

Key Point: When Jesus returned to Heaven as the Christ, Satan was cast out 
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while salvation, power, the Kingdom of God and Authority of Christ entered. 

Satan then waged warfare against those who obey Christ’s commands and kept 

the testimony of the Apostles as given by the Spirit. 

 

Word Study: 

12:3 Dragon – The ancient serpent, Satan or Devil according to verse 8.  His   

        other features indicate he is using others to do his bidding. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
 

 

Beasts of Earth and Sea 

 

Setting: John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 

 

Text: Revelation 13 – 17 

 

Key Point: The beasts were given power apparently by Satan.  The beast of the 

Sea, the Imperial power of Rome, could make war while the beast of the Earth, 

Roman Pagan priest with its emperor worship, built images or idols and forced 

people to worship the image. It is noted during this period of time the Roman 

Empire ruled the world and considerable historical evidence that Emperor 

worship was required. 

 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Fall of Babylon 

 

Setting: John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 
 

Text: Revelation 18 – 19:4 
 

Key Point: God brings punishment on nations and peoples who are an 

abomination to Him.  
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Judgment 
 

Setting:  John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 

Text: Revelation 19:5 – 20 
 

Key Point: Everyone whether great or small by earthly standards will stand 

before God’s throne to be judged by what he has done as written in the books.   
 

Word Study: 

19:20 Lake of burning sulfur – A living punishment never to cease with  

          complete removal from present environment  
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
 

 

New Jerusalem 
 

Setting:  John is physically on the Isle of Patmos but in the Spirit at the very 

throne of God. 
 

Text: Revelation 21 – 22 
 

Key Point: Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have the right 

to the tree of life. 
 

Notes, Questions and Comments: 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Appendix 1 
 

Bible Study Guidelines 
 

RULE 1. On opening any book in the sacred Scriptures, consider first the 

historical circumstances of the book. These are the order, the title, the author, 
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the date, the place, and the occasion of it. 
 

The order in historical compositions is of much importance; as, for instance, 

whether the first, second, or third, of the five books of Moses, or of any other 

series of narrative, or of even epistolary, communications. 
 

The title is also of importance, as it sometimes expresses the design of the book. 

As Exodus—the departure of Israel from Egypt; Acts of Apostles, etc. 
 

The peculiarities of the author, the age in which he lived, his style, mode of 

expression, illustrate his writings. The date, place, and occasion of it, are 

obviously necessary to a right application of any thing in the book. 
 

RULE 2. In examining the contents of any book, as respects precepts, promises, 

exhortations, etc., observe who it is that speaks, and under what dispensation he 

officiates. Is he a Patriarch, a Jew, or a Christian? Consider also the persons 

addressed, their prejudices, character, and religious relations. Are they Jews or 

Christians, believers or unbelievers, approved or disapproved? This rule is 

essential to the proper application of every command, promise, threatening, 

admonition, or exhortation, in Old Testament or New. 
 

RULE 3. To understand the meaning of what is commanded, promised, taught, 

etc., the same philological principles, deduced from the nature of language, or 

the same laws of interpretation which are applied to the language of other books, 

are to be applied to the language of the Bible. 
 

RULE 4. Common usage, which can only be ascertained by testimony, must 

always decide the meaning of any word which has but one signification; but 

when words have, according to testimony (i.e., the Dictionary), more meanings 

than one, whether literal or figurative, the scope, the context, or parallel 

passages must decide the meaning; for if common usage, the design of the 

writer, the context, and parallel passages fail, there can be no certainty in the 

interpretation of language. 
 

RULE 5. In all tropical (figure of speech) language ascertain the point of 

resemblance, and judge of the nature of the trope, and its kind, from the point of 

resemblance. 
   

RULE 6. In the interpretation of symbols, types, allegories and parables, this 

rule is supreme: — Ascertain the point to be illustrated; for comparison is never 

to be extended beyond that point—to all the attributes, qualities, or 

circumstances of the symbol, type, allegory, or parable. 

 

RULE 7. For the salutary and sanctifying intelligence of the Oracles of God, the 

following rule is indispensable: We must come within the understanding 

distance. 

 

There is a distance which is properly called the speaking distance, or the hearing 
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distance; beyond which the voice reaches not, and the ears hear not. To hear 

another, we must come within that circle which the voice audibly fills. 

 

Now we may with propriety say, that as it respects God, there is an 

understanding distance. All beyond that distance can not understand God; all 

within it can easily understand him in all matters of piety and morality. God 

himself is the center of that circle, and humility is its circumference. 

 

The wisdom of God is as evident in adapting the light of the Sun of 

Righteousness to our spiritual or moral vision, as in adjusting the light of day to 

our eyes. The light reaches us without an effort of our own, but we must open 

our eyes, and if our eyes be sound, we enjoy the natural light of heaven. There is 

a sound eye in reference to spiritual light, as well as in reference to material 

light. Now, while the philological principles and rules of interpretation enable 

many men to be skillful in biblical criticism, and in the interpretation of words 

and sentences, who neither perceive nor admire the things represented by those 

words; the sound eye contemplates the things themselves and is ravished with 

the moral scenes which the Bible unfolds. 

 

The moral soundness of vision consists in having the eyes of the understanding 

fixed solely on God himself, his approbation and complacent affection for us. It 

is sometimes called a single eye because it looks for one thing supremely. Every 

one, then, who opens the Book of God, with one aim, with one ardent desire—

intent only to know the will of God—to such a person the knowledge of God is 

easy; for the Bible is framed to illuminate such, and only such, with the salutary 

knowledge of things celestial and divine. 

 

Humility of mind, or what is in effect the same, contempt for all earth-born pre-

eminence, prepares the mind for the reception of this light; or, what is virtually 

the same opens the ears to hear the voice of God. Amidst the din of all the 

arguments from the flesh, the world, and Satan, a person is so deaf that he can 

not hear the still small voice of God's philanthropy. But, receding from pride, 

covetousness, and false ambition; from the love of the world; and in coming 

within that circle, the circumference of which is unfeigned humility, and the 

center of which is God himself—the voice of God is distinctly heard and clearly 

understood. All within this circle are by God: all without it are under the 

influence of the wicked one. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 

humble.” 

 

He, then, that would interpret the Oracles of God to the salvation of his soul, 

must approach this volume with the humility and docility of a child, and 

meditate upon it day and night. Like Mary, he must sit at the Master's feet, and 

listen to the words which fall from his lips. To such a one there is an assurance 

of understanding, a certainty of knowledge, to which the man of letters alone 

never attained, and which the mere critic never felt. 
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The Bible is a book of facts, not of opinions, theories, abstract generalities, nor 

of verbal definitions. It is a book of awful facts, grand and sublime beyond 

description. These facts reveal God and man and contain within them the 

reasons of all piety and righteousness, or what is commonly called religion and 

morality. The meaning of the Bible facts is the true biblical doctrine. History is, 

therefore, the plan pursued in both Testaments; for testimony has primarily to do 

with faith, and reasoning with the understanding. History has, we say, to do with 

facts—and religion springs from them. Hence, the history of the past, and the 

anticipation of the future, or what are usually called history and prophecy, make 

up exactly four-fifths of all the volumes of inspiration. 

Alexander Campbell, The Christian System, Gospel advocate 1974 pp3-5. 

 

 
Appendix 2 

 
Abraham’s Call and Faith in God 

 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign 

country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.  

 

By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-and Sarah herself was barren-

was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had 

made the promise. From this one man, and he as good as dead, came 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on 

the seashore.  

 

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive 

the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. 

And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. People who say 

such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had 

been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to 

return. Instead, they were longing for a better country-a heavenly one. 

Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 

for them.  

 

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who 

had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even 

though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be 

reckoned." Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively 

speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. (Hebrews 11: 8-19)  
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Appendix 3 

 
Melchizedek 

 
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met 

Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham 

gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; 

then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." Without father or mother, 

without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God 

he remains a priest forever.  

 

Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the 

plunder! Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to 

collect a tenth from the people-that is, their brothers-even though their brothers 

are descended from Abraham. This man, however, did not trace his descent from 

Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the 

promises. And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. In the 

one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him 

who is declared to be living. One might even say that Levi, who collects the 

tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met 

Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.  

 

If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on 

the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for 

another priest to come-one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of 

Aaron? For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a 

change of the law. He of whom these things are said belonged to a different 

tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that 

our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing 

about priests. And what we have said is even more clear if another priest like 

Melchizedek appears, one who has become a priest not on the basis of a 

regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible 

life. For it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."  
(Hebrews 7:1-17) 

 

 
 

Appendix 4 
 

Ishmael 

 
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law 

says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and 

the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born in the 

ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a promise.  
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These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. 

One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This 

is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the 

present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the 

Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written:  

 

"Be glad, O barren woman,  

who bears no children;  

break forth and cry aloud,  

you who have no labor pains;  

because more are the children of the desolate woman  

than of her who has a husband."  

 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time the son born 

in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the 

same now. But what does the Scripture say? "Get rid of the slave woman and her 

son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free 

woman's son." Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but 

of the free woman. (Galatians 4:21-31)  

 

 

 
Appendix 5 

 
God’s Covenant with Abraham 

 
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter?  

If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-but 

not before God. What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it 

was credited to him as righteousness."  

 

Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an 

obligation. However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies 

the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. David says the same thing 

when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works:  

 

"Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him."  

 

Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We 

have been saying that Abraham's faith was credited to him as righteousness. 

Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or 

before? It was not after, but before! And he received the sign of circumcision, a 

seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. 
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So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in 

order that righteousness might be credited to them. And he is also the father of 

the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps 

of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.  

 

It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that 

he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 

For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is 

worthless, because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 

transgression.  

 

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-not only to those who are of the law but 

also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is 

written: "I have made you a father of many nations." (Romans 4:1-17:1)  

 

 
 

Appendix 6 

 
Sodom and Gomorrah 

 
Leviticus 20:13 "'If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of 

them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will 

be on their own heads.  

 

Romans 1:18-27 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 

godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 

plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his 

eternal power and divine nature-have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that men are without excuse.  

 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 

to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of 

the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and 

animals and reptiles.  

 

Therefore, God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 

impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served created things rather than the 

Creator-who is forever praised. Amen.  

 

Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 

exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also 
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abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 

another. Men committed indecent acts with other men and received in 

themselves the due penalty for their perversion.  

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 

idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you 

were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 

the Spirit of our God.  

 

 

Appendix 7 

Behemoth and Leviathan  

The Bible refers to many of the common animals we know today. The list 

includes lions, wolves, bears, sheep, cattle and dogs along with various kinds of 

birds, rodents, reptiles, and insects. What is interesting is that this extensive list 

includes three animals that we no longer recognize. These three are (in the 

original Hebrew language) tanniyn, b@hemowth (yes, it’s spelled correctly—at 

least as close as we can get in Roman characters), and livyathan. 

Although we alter the spelling of behemoth and Leviathan slightly, we still use 

those same words in bibles today. However, tanniyn is always translated into 

another word when we write it in English. Tanniyn occurs 28 times in the Bible 

and is normally translated “dragon.” It is also translated “serpent,” “sea 

monster,” “dinosaur,” “great creature,” and “reptile.” Behemoth and Leviathan 

are relatively specific creatures, perhaps each was a single kind of animal. 

Tanniyn is a more general term, and it can be thought of as the original version 

of the word “dinosaur.” The word “dinosaur” was originally coined in 1841, 

more than three thousand years after the Bible first referred to “Tanniyn.” To 

make things clearer, we constructed the following table comparing the scientific 

names with the Biblical names tanniyn, behemoth, and Leviathan. 

Behemoth  

It “eats grass like an ox.”  

It “moves his tail like a cedar.” (In Hebrew, this literally reads, “he lets 

    hang his tail like a cedar.”)  

Its “bones are like beams of bronze, His ribs like bars of iron.”  

“He is the first of the ways of God.”  

“He lies under the lotus trees, In a covert of reeds and marsh.”  

Some bibles and study bibles will translate the word “behemoth” as “elephant” 

or “hippopotamus.” Others will put a note at the edge or bottom of the page, 

stating that behemoth was probably an elephant or a hippopotamus. Although an 

elephant or hippopotamus can eat grass (or lie in a covert of reeds and marsh), 
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neither an elephant or a hippopotamus has a “tail like a cedar” (that is, a tail like 

a large, tapered tree trunk). In your kid’s dinosaur book, you will find lots of 

animals that have “tails like a cedar.” 

We would expect behemoth to be a large land animal whose bones are like 

beams of bronze and so forth, so whatever a behemoth is, it is large. A key 

phrase is “He is the first of the ways of God.” This phrase in the original 

Hebrew implied that behemoth was the biggest animal created. Although an 

elephant or a hippopotamus are big, they are less than one-tenth the size of a 

Brachiosaurus, the largest (complete) dinosaur ever discovered. [1] A 

Brachiosaurus could therefore easily be described as “the first of the ways of 

God.” 

Comparing all this information to the description in your kid’s dinosaur book, 

you may come to the conclusion that “behemoth” is not a normal animal, it is a 

dinosaur—the brachiosaurus. We agree with that conclusion! 

Note: Some paleontologists have found fragmentary leg bones, ribs, or vertebrae 

which they propose belong to “new” sauropods larger than Brachiosaurus. 

Examples of these include Amphicoelias, Argentinasaurus, Sauroposeidon, 

Seismosaurus, Supersaurus and Ultrasaurus. There currently is not enough 

evidence to really determine the size of any of these, and some paleontologists 

believe that they are merely large examples of known dinosaurs like 

Brachiosaurus or Diplodocus. In any case, only the “modern scientific name” of 

behemoth would change. The point would still remain that behemoth refers to a 

dinosaur, not a “modern animal” like an elephant or hippopotamus. 

Leviathan 

The following is a list of attributes according to Job chapter 41, Psalm 104:25, 

26 and Isaiah 27:1. This is only a partial listing—just enough to make the point. 

 

    “No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up.”  

“Who can open the doors of his face, with his terrible teeth all around?” 

“His rows of scales are his pride, shut up tightly as with a seal; one is so near 

another that no air can come between them; they are joined one to another, 

they stick together and cannot be parted.”  

“His sneezings flash forth light, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the 

morning. Out of his mouth go burning lights; sparks of fire shoot out. 

Smoke goes out of his nostrils, as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 

His breath kindles coals, and a flame goes out of his mouth.”  

“Though the sword reaches him, it cannot avail; nor does spear, dart, or 

javelin. He regards iron as straw, and bronze as rotten wood. The arrow 

cannot make him flee; slingstones become like stubble to him. Darts are 

regarded as straw; he laughs at the threat of javelins.”  

“On earth there is nothing like him, which is made without fear.”  

Leviathan “played” in the “great and wide sea” (a paraphrase of Psalm 104 

verses 25 and 26—get the exact sense by reading them yourself).  

Leviathan is a “reptile [1] that is in the sea.” (Isaiah 27:1) Note: The word 
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translated "reptile" here is the Hebrew word tanniyn. This shows that 

"Leviathan" was also a "tanniyn" (dragon).  

Unlike behemoth, who is huge, Leviathan is ferocious and terrifying. Many 

references (we have not listed them all) refer to the sea, so Leviathan is probably 

a sea creature. Although some bibles refer to Leviathan as an alligator or 

crocodile (and both of these are fierce) neither of these is a sea creature. They 

like the water, but they spend much of their time on land. Further, the question 

“Who can open the doors of his face. …” implies that nobody can pry 

Leviathan’s jaws open. Yet we are all familiar with “alligator wrestlers” who 

routinely pry open an alligator’s jaws. Alligators do not match the description of 

Leviathan—and we are not done yet. 

The description of the scales is interesting. Several verses describe these great 

scales. Compared to Leviathan’s armor, iron is like straw and arrows ca not 

make it flee. Let’s face it, an arrow can do a lot of damage to a crocodile or 

alligator. This is not a description of either of them—or any living animal we are 

aware of. 

And now for the key ingredient: fire. It is hard to read Job 41:18-21 without 

realizing the Bible is telling us that Leviathan breathes fire. That alone will 

eliminate almost every living animal. Yes, there is one animal that can spew fire 

in today’s world. It is called a bombardier beetle. This beetle is a native of 

Central America and has a nozzle in its hind end that acts like a little flame 

thrower. It sprays a high-temperature jet of gas (fueled by hydroquinones and 

hydrogen peroxide with oxidative enzymes) for protection. Now, if a Central 

American beetle has a built-in flame thrower, so could Leviathan. By the way, 

crocodiles and alligators are out of the picture on this one, don’t you agree? 

Before we leave the topic of fire, there are two more notes you may find 

interesting: 

The history of every culture is filled with stories of fire-breathing dragons. If 

you think about it, in all the past ages wouldn’t someone have made up a 

story of a fire-breathing lion or something? Nobody did because the dragon 

stories are based on truth, and only “dragons” breathed fire. It is easy to 

imagine Leviathan as a member of the dragon (tanniyn) family. (Plus, Isaiah 

27:1 strongly implies this connection.)  

Many fossil dinosaur skulls contain unexplained, empty passages. Scientists 

have not been able to guess the reason for these passages. Would it make 

sense that some dinosaurs used these passages as “gas tanks” for the 

combustible mixture used to “breathe fire?” We believe it does.  

 

Comparing all this information to the description in your kid’s dinosaur book, 

you may come up with the conclusion that Leviathan is a kronosaurus. We have 

heard (and read) other suggestions, but the kronosaurus is the best match of any 

known creature to the description of Leviathan. Internet web site 

clarifyingchristianity.com/dinos.shtml, 11-20-2004 
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Appendix 8 
 

Unpardonable Sin 

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit 

Blasphemy is defined as follows: 

· 1 a: the act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of respect or reverence 

toward God; b: the act of claiming the attributes of God; 2. Irreverence 

toward something considered sacred. Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary 

· … The Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost Matt. 12:32; Mark 3:28, consists 

in attributing to the power of Satan those unquestionable miracles which 

Jesus performed by “the finger of God” and the power of the Holy Spirit.  It 

is plainly such a state of willful, determined opposition to God and the Holy 

Spirit that no efforts will avail to lead to repentance. Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 

Riverside Book and Bible House, p. 94. 

 

Matthew 12:31-32 "Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be 

forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.  

Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this 

age or in the age to come. NKJV 

 

Many people consider the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit of Matthew 12 and 

the Sin unto Death from 1 John 5 to be the same but they appear to be different.  

Blasphemy is not even mentioned in 1 John and the phrase ‘Unpardonable Sin’ 

is not in Matthew. 

 

"What is the 'Unpardonable Sin’?” 

There is really no such thing. Neither the phrase nor the idea which it connotes 

appears in the sacred writings. The implication in it is that it is possible for one 

to so sin as to find it impossible to obtain forgiveness. There is no such situation. 

Taught repeatedly and with the greatest emphasis throughout the New 

Testament is the glorious fact that when (a) one genuinely repents of all wrong-

doing, (b) ceases the practice thereof and (c) complies with the conditions 

applicable, pardon full and complete is by our Lord gladly and graciously be-

stowed. This indeed has been the divine assurance through the ages. In the long-

ago Isaiah penned these comforting words, "Seek ye Jehovah while he may be 

found; call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the 

unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have 

mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon." (Isaiah 55:6, 

7.) And, God promised through the new covenant, "And their sins and their 

iniquities will I remember no more." (Hebrews 9:17.) With such comforting 

assurances the scriptures abound. 

 

The passage usually, but erroneously, designated as teaching the doctrine of 
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"unpardonable sin," is 1 John 5:16, where reference is made to the "sin unto 

death." But, this is simply a sin which a brother will not confess—a fact which 

the larger context clearly shows. The Lord will forgive every sin a brother 

confesses (1 John 1:9); but, there is a sin which the Lord will not forgive (1 John 

5:16); therefore, the sin which the Lord will not forgive is simply a sin which a 

brother will not confess. The context corroborates this view and the premises 

lead logically to this conclusion. If I witness sin on the part of an erring brother 

or sister and such may be brought to penitence and confession, I not only may, it 

is my duty, to pray for such with the assurance that the Lord will hear and 

answer the petition made. (James 5:16.) But, if the brother or sister persists in 

such rebellion it is a vain and useless exercise to pray for the forgiveness of 

impenitent persons, and the Lord will not hear and answer such a prayer for the 

brother or sister involved. 

 

The "sin against the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 12:31, 32), is, in principle, the 

rejection of the revelation which the Spirit, the third person of the godhead, 

made, first through our Lord, and then through his representatives. It is the 

denial of the Spirit's message initially by direct inspiration, and then through the 

Book, the practical effects of which is the rejection of the deity of our Lord, the 

repudiation of his sacrificial death, the annulment of the atonement and the 

implication that a sacrifice will yet be made. Those who thus do would crucify 

Christ "afresh" from the allegation that he who died on the cross was an 

imposter and that the Suffering Saviour must yet appear and suffer. Salvation is 

denied those of this category, not because it is not offered to them, but because 

they have permanently rejected it. (Hebrews 6: 1ff; 10:25-28.) The ever-flowing 

waters of the Well of Life are always available to those who desire to come and 

to quench their thirst. How we should rejoice that "There is a fountain filled with 

blood, Drawn from Immanuel's veins; And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains." Guy N. Woods, GOSPEL ADVOCATE, July 16, 1981 p 443. 

 

 

 

 
Appendix 9 

 
Laying on of Hands 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. A custom practiced in Bible times was that of "laying on of hands"... 

   a. Observed in Patriarchal times as well as during the Mosaic period 

   b. Administered during the ministry of Jesus as well as during the early church 

2. Questions naturally arise regarding this "custom"... 

   a. What was its purpose? 

   b. Was it just a custom of those times, or does it have a role in the church   

        today? 

3. In He 6:1-2, it is included a part of the "elementary principles of Christ"... 
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   a. Along with repentance, faith, baptism, the resurrection and judgment 

   b. Yet one often hears little taught on this subject in some churches 

[Perhaps a good place to start is with a survey of its use as found in the Bible, 

beginning...] 

 

I. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

   A. IN BESTOWING BLESSINGS... 

      1. As when Jacob laid hands on his grandsons - Gen 48:14 

      2. Apparently intended to convey some beneficial virtue (ISBE) - Gen   

           48:17-20 

   B. IN OFFERING SACRIFICES... 

      1. Such as peace offerings, sin offerings, and burnt offerings 

         a. Those practiced on normal occasions - Lev 3:1-2, 8, 13; 4:4 

         b. That practiced at the ordination of the Aaronic priesthood - Lev 8:14, 22 

         b. That practiced at the Levites' dedication - Num 8:12 

      2. Such as during the annual day of atonement, by the high priest - Lev   

          16:21 

         a. Laying hands on the head of the live goat (scapegoat) 

         b. Confessing the iniquities of the children of Israel 

 c. On the day of atonement, the laying on of hands involved actual 

transference of guilt; on other occasions, the practice may have simply 

implied consecration 

   C. IN ORDAINING TO SERVICE... 

      1. As in the inauguration of Joshua - Num 27:18-23 

      2. Already possessing the Spirit, but who would be given the spirit of  

          wisdom - Num 27:18; cf. Deut 34:9 

 

In this case, one who already demonstrated godliness was blessed further with 

ability to serve his new role (similar to Ac 6:1-8) 

 

 D. IN RELATION TO JUDGMENT... 

      1. Witnesses were to lay hands on a blasphemer prior to his stoning - Lev   

          24:14 

      2. Perhaps to show acceptance of the verdict (ISBE)  

        [Remarkably, this is all that is said about "laying on of hands" in the Old  

         Testament.  Yet we see its use continued...] 

 

II. IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

   A. DURING THE MINISTRY OF JESUS... 

      1. Blessed children through laying on of hands with prayer – Mt 19:13-15; 

cf. Mk 10:13-16; Lk 18:15-17 

      2. Healed people by the laying on of hands  

         a. Raised Jairus' daughter (though He actually "took her by the hand") - Mt  

             9:18, 25 

         b. A few sick people in Nazareth - Mk 6:5 

         c. All who came to Him in Capernaum - Lk 4:40 
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         d. The woman loosed from her infirmity of eighteen years – Lk 13:13 

   B. IN THE LIFE OF THE EARLY CHURCH... 

      1. The apostles healed by the laying on of hands 

         a. As foretold by Jesus in giving the Great Commission - Mk 16:15-20 

         b. As described by Luke in the book of Acts - Ac 5:12; 28:8 

      2. Ananias restored Saul's sight by the laying on of hands - Ac 9:12, 17 

      3. Spiritual gifts were imparted by the laying on of hands 

         a. E.g., the Samaritans, by Peter and John - Ac 8:14-17 

         b. E.g., the Ephesians, by Paul - Ac 19:6 

         c. E.g., Timothy, by prophecy with the eldership - 1 Ti 4:14 

         d. E.g., Timothy, by Paul - 2 Ti 1:6 

      4. Appointment or dedication to service was accompanied with the laying on  

           of hands 

         a. By the apostles in appointing the seven to serve tables – Ac 6:1-6 

         b. By prophets and teachers in sending out Paul and Barnabas - Ac 13:1-3 

      5. Caution was given regarding the laying on of hands - 1 Ti 5:22 

         a. Which some take to refer to the ordination of elders 

         b. While others take to refer to the restoration of elders - cf. 1 Ti 5:19-21 

 

[To my knowledge, this exhausts what is revealed about "laying on of hands" in 

the Bible.  With this information fresh on our minds, here are some thoughts 

regarding its use...] 

 

III. IN THE CHURCH TODAY 

   A. IN SOME RESPECTS, ITS PURPOSE HAS CEASED... 

      1. There is certainly no need to lay hands on sacrifices as in the Old   

          Testament 

         a. Which sacrifices could not truly remove sin - He 10:1-4 

         b. Which sacrifices came to an end with the sacrifice of Christ - He 10:5- 

              14 

      2. The purpose for miraculous spiritual gifts has been fulfilled 

         a. Which was to reveal and confirm the Word - cf. Mk 16:19-20; He 2:3-4 

         b. Which was designed to be temporary - cf. 1 Co 13:8-10 

   B. IN OTHER RESPECTS, ITS SYMBOLISM CAN HAVE MEANING... 

      1. In ordaining those who serve 

         a. Indicating acceptance and approval of those who have been selected by  

             the congregation - cf. Ac 6:1-6; 1 Ti 5:22 

         b. Beseeching God's blessing and protection on those who serve - cf. Ac  

             13:1-3 

 c. "...the imposition of hands, accompanied by fasting and  prayer, was, in  

this case, as in that of the seven deacons [Ac 6:6], merely their formal    

 separation to the special work to which they had been called. This, 

indeed, is sufficiently evident from the context. What they did was 

doubtless what they had been told to do by the Holy Spirit. But the Holy 

Spirit simply said to them, 'Separate me Barnabas and Saul to the work to 

which I have called them.' The fasting, prayer, and imposition of hands 
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was, then, merely their separation to this work. It was a ceremony deemed 

by infinite wisdom suitable to such a purpose; and, therefore, whenever a 

congregation has a similar purpose to accomplish, they have, in this case, 

the judgments and will of God, which should be their guide." - J. W. 

McGarvey, commenting on Ac 13:1-3 

      2. In praying for those who are sick - cf. Ja 5:14-15 

         a. Nothing is said about laying on of hands in this passage 

         b. But its practice could certainly symbolize the blessing from God for  

             which we pray  

         c. "The laying on of hands was accompanied by prayer, the imposition of  

              hands being the outward symbol of the prayer." - Neil R. Lightfoot,   

             commenting on He 6:2 

 

CONCLUSION 

1. The Biblical evidence for this practice is rather scarce... 

   a. One tendency can be to make more of the practice than God intends 

   b. Another can be to ignore it all together 

2. Based upon what the Bible reveals... 

   a. I believe the practice can have a useful place in the lives of Christians and  

       the church 

   b. Its rich symbolism can have meaning, if for no other purpose 

      1) In appointing those selected to serve as elders, deacons, etc. 

      2) In praying for those who are sick 

 

In the absence of such a practice, we are likely to adopt other customs which 

symbolize and convey similar things as did the laying on of hands (e.g., a 

handshake, a pat on the back, a hug, a holding of the hands). Why not utilize a 

Biblical custom to symbolize and convey such things...? 
Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2004 

 

 

 
Appendix 10 

 

Deny the Holy Spirit 
 

Whenever a person allows the Gospel to produce obedient faith, they will do 

whatever Christ requires for them to become His new spiritual creation without 

sin. They will acknowledge Jesus as God (Lord), change from a sinful life 

(repent or die to sin), be buried (baptistheís from baptizo in Greek but 

transliterated as baptized in English meaning immersed or totally submerged) in 

water, receive the Holy Spirit and resurrected and added to Christ’s Body by 

God to live a righteous or holy life.  The Holy Spirit intercedes with God on 

one’s behalf whenever he sins while the Blood of Christ continually cleanses 

him. Thus, anyone in Christ, the Body, the church, a Christian, who denies the 

existence of the Holy Spirit, blasphemes the Holy Spirit leaving no avenue open 

for him to seek forgiveness.    
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Acts 19:1-5 shows this is not so for non-Christians for twelve disciples had 

heard only of the baptism of John and were not even aware of the existence of 

the Holy Spirit.  After more teaching they were baptized into Christ. Therefore, 

they had an avenue open to forgiveness. 
 

Paul stated in Romans 8:26-9 the Spirit makes intercessions for Christians 

according to the will of God.  Verse 37-9 clearly shows that nothing outside 

ourselves can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.   

Furthermore, 1 John 1:7 states without mentioning the Holy Spirit “But if we 

walk in the Light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and 

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all unrighteousness.” 

Therefore, an avenue is always open for anyone who is willing to forsake self, 

put Christ first trusting in His power by acknowledging sin, changing from evil 

and corrupt way of life and pleading to God through prayer for the Christian and 

baptism for the non-Christian. 
 

However, if denying the existence of the Holy Sprit is sinful, perhaps even 

blasphemy, and one refuses to repent, his condition may be best described as sin 

unto death as mentioned in 1 John 5:16.  Christians are to desire whatever is best 

for fellow Christians, therefore we must help those who have denied the 

existence of the Holy Spirit to come to a clearer understanding while praying for 

them to have an open mind and heart desiring to know God’s will so their denial 

will not lead to a sin unto death.  

 
 

 
Appendix 11 

 

Sin unto Death  

 “‘If any man sees his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and 

he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: 

I do not say that he shall pray for it.’ (1 John5:16.) 

If one is to judge of the difficulty of interpretation of a passage by the number of 

conflicting expositions thereon, it is not likely that there are many passages in 

the Scriptures more difficult than this. The ‘sin unto death,’ or, as it is 

sometimes called, ‘the unpardonable sin,’ is in the view of the expositors, a 

variety of things. The commentaries are, therefore, of little help in expounding 

this passage. Macknight, for example, ordinarily a judicious and helpful 

expositor, is of the opinion that the ‘sin unto death’ was a fatal, physical malady, 

peculiar to the apostolic age—a presumption, we think, utterly destitute of proof. 

Others similarly associate it in some way with the sickness mentioned in James 

5. These ‘interpretations’ are so speculative and so utterly devoid of any 

semblance of proof that it seems a waste of effort to attempt their refutation. 

 

It seems certain that the ‘sin’ of this passage is simply ‘sin’—sin in its ordinary 

import, sin which involves the transgression of the law of God, or a failure to 
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measure up to the standard of New Testament teaching. If this be not its 

significance here, we can never know what it means; and the passage, instead of 

edifying, hopelessly confuses us. 

 

The Catholic writers attempt to find here some support for their venial and 

mortal sins. A venial sin is, in their view, a sin of little gravity, a mere fault 

which the Lord will overlook; whereas a mortal sin leads, as the term indicates, 

to death. This distinction is fanciful, for any sin, un-repented of, is mortal in its 

nature; while every sin (as we shall hereafter show) may, on certain conditions, 

be forgiven. 

 

John Wesley subscribed to the view that the sin herein mentioned is one of an 

unusually aggravated type, a sin above and beyond those committed by average 

individuals, a sin particularly heinous in its nature. This, too, while carrying with 

it some plausibility, will not stand the test of investigation. Numerous instances 

occur in the Scriptures where individuals sought and obtained forgiveness after 

leading lives characterized by sins unusually odious and flagrant. 

 

Some have assumed that the sin consists of persistent rejection of the gospel 

unto, and until death. This view is sufficiently refuted by the obvious fact that 

John is here contemplating sin, not in relation to alien sinners, but as it affects 

those who are children of God. ‘If any man sees his brother sin a sin’ is the 

keynote of the passage. The passage, therefore, is not a consideration of sin in 

general nor of the alien sin in particular, but as it relates to those who are in the 

family of God. 

Others, with more reason, identify the ‘sin unto death’ of this passage with the 

‘sin against the Holy Spirit’ of Matthew 12:31, 32. This view, admittedly far 

more plausible than any of the foregoing, is, nevertheless, clearly erroneous, 

proof of which will be offered hereunder. True, all sin is against the Holy Spirit; 

and the ‘sin against the Holy Spirit’ is, indeed, unpardonable; however, ‘the sin 

against the Holy Spirit’ of Matthew 12:31, 32 is not, in our view, the ‘sin unto 

death’ of 1 John 5:16. In our opinion, the sins mentioned in each of these 

passages are specific sins, involving definite characters, not to be confused. The 

context of Matthew 12:31, 32 indicates that both saint and sinner might commit 

the sin there designated as against the Holy Spirit; whereas John's statement 

contemplates only those who are children of God, This, were there no other 

reasons, is sufficient to show the diverse character of the sin of the two passages.                                     

 

What, then, is the unpardonable sin, the ‘sin unto death,’ of this passage? The 

answer to this question is, we think, easily discoverable, and, indeed, lies clearly 

on the surface of the book of 1 John. This writer has much to say about sin. He 

defines it both positively (1 John 3:4) and negatively (1 John 5:17); shows its 

universality (1 John 1:8,10); reveals the relationship Christ sustains to us with 

reference to our sins (1 John 2:1); and sets forth the conditions whereupon 

children of God may be forgiven (1 John 1:7,9): ‘But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
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Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin ... If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’ 

Those who ‘walk in the light’ and ‘confess’ their sins are promised present 

cleansing in the blood of the Lamb. This pardon is extended to embrace ‘all sin’ 

(1 John 1:7), ‘all unrighteousness’ (v. 9.) Note, please, that no exceptions are 

mentioned; the term is embracive of the sum of our sins, conditioned on our 

confession thereof. It follows, hence, that every sin confessed will be forgiven. 

The duty of children of God to confess their sins is frequently taught in God's 

word. ‘Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may 

be healed’ (James 5:16), is representative of a whole class of such passages. 

 

Is not the conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing premises obvious and 

irresistible? The Lord will forgive his children freely and fully if they ‘walk in 

the light’ and ‘confess’ their sins. There is, however, a sin which the Lord will 

not forgive a brother. Does it not follow as clearly as night follows day that the 

sin which the Lord will not forgive is simply a sin which the brother will not 

confess? To make, if possible, the matter plainer, we reduce it to syllogistic 

form: (1) The Lord will forgive every sin a penitent brother confesses; (2) there 

is a sin (the ‘sin unto death’ of 1 John 5:16) which the Lord will not forgive; 

therefore, (3) the sin which the Lord will not forgive is a sin which a brother will 

not confess. If this conclusion is false, it is because the major premise is false—

viz., the Lord will not forgive every sin a brother repents of and confesses. But 

our major premise is virtually in the words of 1 John 1:7, 9, which asserts that 

the Lord will forgive ‘all sin,’ ‘all unrighteousness,’ on the condition named. 

Our conclusion is, therefore, irresistible! Sin, all sin, any sin will be forgiven a 

brother who, in penitence, confesses it. Hence, if I ‘see’ my brother ‘sin a sin 

which is not unto death’—i.e., I observe in his attitude following the 

commission thereof penitence and contrition—I not only may, I am instructed to 

pray with and for him, with the assurance that the Lord will hear and answer my 

prayer. If, however, my erring brother manifests stub-born impenitence and 

rebellion, it is useless for me to approach the Lord in his behalf; he has himself 

shut the door of heaven in his face. John, the apostle of love, recognized the 

hopelessness of such a brother and said: ‘There is a sin unto death: I do not say 

that he shall pray for it.’”   Guy N. Wood, GOSPEL ADVOCATE, May 1985 p.1. 
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