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INTRODUCTION 
 

The content of this book is a vision that the apostle John was given 

from the Lord on the isle of Patmos about 2000 years ago. 

Through the years the book of Revelation has been the subject of 

innumerable debates and the source of all kinds of wild 

speculations. Many people are afraid to read the book. Others 

devour it and are devoured by curiosity. If you read 1000 

commentaries on Revelation, you will read a thousand 

interpretations. If you are not discouraged by this, remember that 

the book was written not to hide truth but to reveal it and to be 

read, understood and obeyed by those people to whom it was 

written 2000 years ago. The title of the book as well as the first 

word in the book (Greek "apakalupsis") means "revelation." It is 

good to know that this book has a great practical use for Christians 

of all ages. It will be worth the effort to read and try to understand 

its message.  

 

The Theme: Comfort and hope for Christ's followers 
 

The Historical Context: The conflict between the church of 

Jesus Christ and the Roman Empire 
 

The Message: The church of Jesus Christ is and will be 

victorious 
 

The Content: God's judgments fall on the church's enemies 
 

The Outline: Seven seals / Seven Trumpets / Seven Bowls 

of Wrath 
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IMPORTANT KEYS TO UNDERSTAND REVELATION 

 

1. Understand that this vision was given, written and distributed 
to certain Christians residing in a certain place at a certain time 
in history. Whatever interpretation we adopt ought to consider 
this fact: The tribulation of which the book refers was already 
happening (1:9), at least in part. Those churches in Asia (the 
original readers) would be blessed by reading this book (1:3). 
How could, for example, prophecies about the USSR, the catholic 
popes or any event in our present century, as some people 
speculate, help those brethren in the first century? To the 
contrary, this vision was for them and could be applied by them 
to their lives. Revelation was written to be understood by the 
Christians to whom it was addressed. Therefore to understand 
Revelation, we need to have some understanding of the 
background of the times and living conditions of the Christians to 
whom Revelation was directed.  
 
2. Understand that the book of Revelation deals with prophetic 
events and these events would happen "soon." This is clearly 
affirmed several times in the book itself.  Almost 2,000 years ago 
(first century A.D.), it is said that these things prophesied would 
happen soon (1:1; 22:6). The time was already at hand when John 
wrote the book about 2000 years ago (1:3; 22:10). See the 
question of "do not seal the book" (Daniel 8:26; 12:4, 9 and 
Revelation 22:10). To seal the prophecy of Daniel meant that the 
prophesied events revealed to him were not to be made known 
to the people because they referred to the distant future. That 
"distant future" was about 400 years. Jesus himself preached at 
the beginning of his ministry "Repent for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Soon afterward he said, "Assuredly, I 
say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste 
death till they see the kingdom of God present with power." 
(Mark 9:1). This illustrates what Jesus meant when he said 
something was "at hand."  
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The usefulness of Revelation for us today is not in the events 
revealed (those events would occur near the times in which they 
were written) but in the principles of encouragement and eternal 
victory for Christians in difficulties. These principles and words of 
encouragement for faithful Christians always apply to us but the 

prophesied events in Revelation are not to be literally applied to 

our day. It is understood that the events of the prophesies of 

Revelation have already happened.  

 

One might consider that God's timetable is not man's timetable or 

that "one day with the Lord is like a thousand years for us."  That 

is true (2 Peter 3:8), but when God specifies a time period to men 

in men's language, we would expect Him to use words that men 

would understand. This is especially true when the message is 

written to certain people at a certain time in history, distributed to 

them and they are told to observe the things written. Considering 

all this, if Jesus told them these things would happen soon because 

the time was at hand, we would consider a 2000-year delay as a 

failure. 

 

3. Understand the symbolic language. This book is the record of 

a vision that the apostle John had on the island of Patmos near to 

the end of the first century A.D. The vision was in the form of 

symbols and figures. He saw dragons, beasts, Jesus with a sword 

coming out of his mouth and eyes of flaming fire, a third part of 

the sun being extinguished and life still continuing on earth.  They 

cannot be understood literally but they do represent people, places, 

things, events, principles and truths. To understand figurative 

language, we have to interpret the meaning of the symbols.  

Sometimes the interpretation is given in the book itself.  In these 

cases it is definitive. Sometimes the symbols are similar to others 

found in the Bible and the meaning is easy to understand. In these 

cases, we can have a certain confidence in the interpretation. 

Sometimes we must interpret the symbols based on our 

understanding of the Bible message in general, the history of the 

time when it was written and even just plain old good sense. In 

these cases each one has the right to his opinion. This does not 

mean that we can't understand symbolic language; only that we 

ought not to be so dogmatic when it is a matter of our own human 

reasoning. 
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a. Some examples of the interpretation is found in the book itself: 

1. One similar to the son of man (1:13, 17-18). 

2. The seven lamp stands (1:13, 20). 

3. The seven stars (1:13, 20) 

4. The two witnesses (11:3, 4) 

5. The dragon (12:9) 

6. The 144,000 (14:4) 

7. The sea beast (17:8) 

8. The ten horns (17:12) 

9. The harlot (17:18) 

10. The seven heads (17:9). 

 

b. Some examples when the interpretation is found in other parts 

of the Bible: 

1. The seal of God (Revelation 7:1-4 and Ezekiel 9:1-9) 

2. The son of man (Revelation 1:1-20 and Daniel 7:9ff; 10:5, 6; 

Ezekiel 1:7, 26ff; 3:2) 

3. The throne in heaven (Revelation 4; Isaiah 6:1 and Zechariah 

5:1-3) 

4. The book of life (Exodus 32:33; Psalm 69:28; Malachi 3:16; 

Isaiah 22:22) 

5. Measure the temple (Ezekiel 40:3; Zechariah 2:1ff) 

6. Eat the book (Revelation 10:5-11 and Ezekiel 2:8-3:14) 

7. Banquet of birds (Ezekiel 39:16-20) 

8. Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 38; 39) 

9. New heaven and new earth (Isaiah 65:17ff; 66:22ff). 

 

4. One key is to understand the historical context when the 

book was written; that is, what was going on in the world in the 

days of the people to whom the book was given. In this case, the 

Roman Empire dominated the world. Toward the end of the first 

century A.D., they began a forced religion of emperor worship. 

Domitian, the eighth emperor, assumed the title of "Lord and God 

of the Universe." Whoever refused to recognize this would suffer 

for his refusal. Thousands of Christians had been tortured and 

martyred. The Empire and the church had entered into mortal 

conflict and the Christians, without political power, weapons or 

armies, influence in the government or financial resources, faced-

off the “king of the world” and conquered! The price of the victory 

was high, but they overcame. 
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The Roman Empire dominated that period of history militarily, 

socially and culturally. It ruled from Britain to Africa to the River 

Euphrates. Its armies maintained their control over many nations. 

Military conquest and commerce defined the Empire. Luxury, 

along side of poverty and slavery contributed to its moral decay. 

Chapter one of Romans gives a sample of this.  

 

Rome also was a center of religion. Superstition (Roman gods) 

and ritualism left the people morally empty and so Christianity 

found a fertile field for evangelism. But Rome, to create a sense of 

unity among conquered peoples and to hold power over the ones 

they conquered, created an imperial religion, constructing heathen 

temples and making gods out of the emperors. The emperor was 

considered as divine. To worship the emperor represented an act 

of loyalty to the Empire. Augustus refused such worship in Rome, 

but he allowed it in the provinces. When this practice came in 

contact with monotheistic religions like Judaism and Christianity, 

persecution began. 

 

Caligula (37 - 41 A.D.) tried to enforce it, putting his images in the 

temples around the Empire, but he died before it took root. In the 

last year of his reign in Rome, Nero (54 - 68 A.D.) ordered the 

persecution of Christians for being a threat to the Empire. After 

the death of Caligula, none of the emperors actively promoted this 

worship until the time of Domitian. However, temples were being 

erected for this end throughout the Empire during the first century.  

 

Domitian (81 - 96 A.D.) not only led the persecution in Rome, but 

in all the Empire. He declared himself to be "Lord and God" 

before his death, demanding that his subjects adore him. Their 

refusal constituted irreverence and an act of treason. The test of 

loyalty to the Empire, as well as to the emperor, was the greeting: 

"Caesar is lord". They were forced to burn incense on the altar. To 

refuse was disloyal. Doing it was proof that a person was not a 

Christian. Many did it to save their lives. Soon, under Domitian, 

Christianity was declared an illegal religion. The Empire readied 

itself to enforce worship of the emperor and to punish the 

Christians.  

 

It was in the Roman province of Asia Minor that emperor worship 

was more developed. There were groups of Roman officers called 
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concilia, whose purpose was to promote the worship of the 

emperor. They built images of the emperors and altars for his 

worship. Traveling from city to city, they heard accusations 

against any who refused to confess, "Caesar is lord." These would 

be taken before the concilia where they could make this 

confession publicly. If they did not they would be condemned as 

atheistic traitors of the emperor and the Empire, their properties 

could be confiscated and their appropriate punishment applied, 

including death. 

 

Paul enunciated the principle that caused the great conflict 

between the church and emperor Domitian. Even before this 

confrontation Christians refused to worship Domitian so they were 

hated and persecuted (1 Corinthians 8:5-6). Lies circulated 

regarding Christians to defame them. Examples: "They practice 

incest, brothers and sisters marry," "They drink blood during their 

meetings," etc. Not only the Empire turned against the church, but 

also the ones who commercialized heathen religious objects and 

people of other religions opposed the true faith.  

 

The historical context is found in secular history but also inside of 

the book of Revelation. To know this history is so important for a 

good interpretation of the vision that we need to see chapters 12, 

13 and 17, before continuing. 

 

5. The date of the vision is important to confirm the historical 

context. There is no consensus concerning the date but there are 

three main ideas:  

 

At the time of Nero (54-68 A.D.)  
Those in favor of this theory interpret 11:1-2 as meaning that the 

Temple of Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed at the writing (it 

occurred in 70 A.D.).  

 

Against this theory, there is no evidence that the persecution under 

Nero was more than only local. There is no evidence that the 

persecution was taken to the provinces. The biggest difficulty with 

the dating in the period of Nero is the lack of evidence that Nero 

worship was actively promoted.  Also, the temple mentioned in 

11:1, 2 may well be symbolic in a symbolic book.  
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At the time of Vespasian (69-79 A.D.)  
A most natural interpretation of 17:9-11 referring to the already 

fallen five kings would be: Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius 

and Nero. The "one is" would be Vespasian and "the other has not 

yet come and when he comes, he must continue a short time" 

would be Titus who reigned only two years. "And the beast that 

was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and 

is going to perdition," would then be Domitian.  

 

See 17:8, 11. "The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will 

ascend."  When Revelation was written, the beast was not. If the 

beast represents imperial Rome that persecuted the church (Nero 

and Domitian) then Revelation could not be written during their 

kingdom. 

 

At the time of Domitian (81-96 A.D.)  

Irenaeus, pupil of Policarp, wrote: “We will not risk ourselves by 

pronouncing positively the name of the Antichrist, because if it 

was necessary that this name be disclosed at this present time, it 

would have been announced by him who saw the Revelation. 

Because ‘he’ (John?) or ‘that’ (the Revelation?) was seen... close 

to the end reigned it of Domitian” (Irenaeus, Against Heresies 

5:30:3). This is the main basis for thinking that Revelation was 

written in the reign of Domitian. Obviously, the subject is not so 

definitive. The historical context of the book (the conflict between 

the church and the Roman Empire) was prophesied in the book but 

the vision was received when this conflict was still a prophecy. 

The time of the book seen in the letters to the churches in chapters 

2 and 3 reflects a persecution by the Jews in Asia instead of by the 

Romans. 

 

6. Any interpretation of Revelation depends greatly on the 

method used. Through the centuries, many methods had been 

considered, each one based on a specific theory, resulting in many 

different interpretations. No other book of the New Testament has 

been interpreted in so many different ways. Consider five main 

ways Revelation has been interpreted:  

a. The Past or Preterist Method - In the strict meaning of the 

term, this means that all of Revelation was fulfilled in the past, 

in the days of the Roman Empire. The basic premise here is 
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that the Revelation is a picture of the conditions of the Empire 

in the last part of the first century.  

 

Revelation must be studied and interpreted taking into account 

the historical circumstances of the author and those to whom it 

was given and taking into consideration that the intended 

purpose of the book was to console those readers. John wrote 

mainly for the encouragement and edification of the believers 

of those days and treated to events that related to them. So, 

Revelation is a book with spiritual meaning anchored to a 

specific historical situation. However, as it happens in most 

prophecy, the underlying truths are truths in present days as it 

was in those days. To the extent that the reader sees the 

teachings that encouraged Christians to remain faithful to Jesus 

Christ when the forces of the evil tried to overcome them, the 

value of this book, in any age, is understood. However, when 

one loses sight of the historical background and purpose of the 

author in that context, almost any kind of interpretation of 

symbols can be made. It is necessary to place Revelation in its 

appropriate literary and historical context in order to read it 

with understanding. Perhaps no other book of the New 

Testament is so dependent on its historical background for its 

interpretation.  

 

The symbols represent people, events, truths and principles. 

The internal evidences of Revelation indicate that this method 

of interpretation is the most coherent and effective for a correct 

understanding of the prophecies contained in the book.  

 

b. The Futurist Method - the interpretation method based on 

this theory sees Revelation relating to events immediately 

preceding and following the second coming of Christ. This idea 

considers the Revelation as entirely eschatological, a book of 

prophecies not yet fulfilled, and insists that everything be 

interpreted as literally as possible. It is from this idea that 

Dispensationalism came, being systemized and popularized by 

the Schofield Bible. This theory says that Jesus came the first 

time to establish the Kingdom, but, because of his rejection by 

the Jews, the church was established as a parenthesis 

(substitute) in history until the time when the Kingdom would 

be set up on Earth. This group also considers apocalyptic Israel 
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as literal and so insists on a literal restoration of the kingdom of 

Israel.  

 

The problem is that Revelation is highly symbolic throughout, 

and to interpret it literally is impossible. The value of the book 

would be mainly for the Christians who lived close to Christ’s 

second return instead of those to whom it was addressed  

 

c. The Historical Method - This method considers the 

Revelation as a summary of the history of the church (or the 

history of the humanity during the period of the church), since 

the time of John until the end of time. The idea is that events 

that from the days of John until the end of time are described in 

the book. Through this method people such as Napoleon, 

Saddam Hussein, the Pope, and Adolph Hitler and events such 

as WW II, the fall of the communism, the union of the 

European countries and the creation of "Euro," European 

common currency, are seen in the book.   

 

d. Philosophical Method - This method of interpretation says 

that Revelation is a poetical book that only teaches spiritual 

truths but does not refer to past or future historical events. The 

basis for this method of interpretation is in the idea that the 

Revelation is a discussion concerning the underlying forces of 

events, but not a discussion of the actual events. In each case, 

the symbols are understood as referring to conflicts that could 

be repeated over and over. They may or not have continuity. 

Therefore, the main emphasis is on the presentation of the 

perpetual conflict between good and evil. 

 

7. A key to interpret the Revelation is to recognize a good 

outline of the vision, especially in chapters 14-21. Being able to 

see a plan or an order in the development of the vision should help 

us perceive the connection between the historical context, the 

language used and the purpose of the book. In the following 

outline, notice especially chapters 14-21. 

 
 

AN OUTLINE OF REVELATION 
 

I. INTRODUCTION (1:1-20) 
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This is God's message for the church in Asia (1:1-11). 

Jesus, glorious, powerful, holy and alive is in the midst of the 

churches. (1:12-20) 

 

II. JESUS SENDS LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

IN ASIA 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira (2:1-29) 

Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodiceia (3:1-22)  

 

III. THE THRONE ROOM IN HEAVEN (4:1-11) 

A message of comfort for the Christians: God is in control of 

the situation (and not the Roman emperor).  

 

IV. THE LAMB TAKES THE SEALED BOOK (5:1-14) 

A message of comfort for the Christians: Jesus overcame and 

is worthy to open the book of future judgments against the 

disobedient. 

 

V. JESUS OPENS THE SEALS OF THE BOOK (6:1-8:1) 

The 4 sore judgments of God against the rebellious, sinners 

and persecutors of the church are revealed and executed by 

Jesus. 

      1. The white horse and its rider (6:1-2) - Jesus, the Word, who 

conquered the devil and judges the sinner. 

      2. The red horse and its rider (6:3-4) - The sword, war, 

invasion 

      3. The black horse and its rider (6:5-6) - Famine 

      4. The pale horse and its rider(s) (6:7-8) - Pestilence, wild 

beasts and death 

      5. The martyrs ask for vengeance (6:9-11). These judgments 

are against the persecutors of the church but the persecution 

will last a little longer. God will give an opportunity for 

repentance. 

      6. Announcement of the day of wrath of God and the Lamb. 

(6:12-17) God's patience has limits. The oppressors will be 

destroyed. 

 

 

VI. INTERVAL TO EXPLAIN AND COMFORT: 
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144, 000 OF ISRAEL SEALED (7:1-8) All the servants of 

God are preserved when God pours out His wrath on the 

enemy of the church 

      A GREAT MULTITUDE IN HEAVEN (7:9-17) The 

protection of God works! Those who passed through the great 

tribulation are happy and secure.  

VII. JESUS OPENS THE SEVENTH SEAL: seven trumpets 

(8:1-21)  

The details of the day of God's wrath are developed in the 

form of seven trumpets (seven plagues) 

       1. First trumpet:  Third of vegetation destroyed - attack food 

       2. Second trumpet:  Third of sea creatures and ships destroyed 

- attack commerce 

      3. Third trumpet:  Third of rivers and springs become bitter, - 

attack drinking water 

      4. Fourth trumpet:  Third of sun, moon, and stars struck, - 

attack environment 

      5. Fifth trumpet (first woe):  Locusts from the bottomless pit 

torment men - internal corruption 

      6. Sixth trumpet (second woe): an army of 200,000 attacks 

killing a third of mankind - external invasion 

 

These judgments are to warn the oppressors and call them to 

repentance but to no avail. Now it is extermination.  

 

VIII. INTERVAL TO EXPLAIN AND COMFORT (10:1-

11:14) 

       JOHN EATS THE LITTLE BOOK (10:1-11)  

When the seventh trumpet sounds, God's judgment against 

the enemy will be complete. 

         

       JOHN MEASURES THE SANCTUARY (11:1-2)   

The church will suffer in the conflict with Rome but will be 

preserved. 

       THE TWO WITNESSES ARE KILLED BUT ARE 

RAISED (11:3-14) 

God will preserve the church, faithful in evangelism, even in 

persecution. 

 

IX. THE SEVENTH TRUMPET SOUNDS (11:15-19) 
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Babylon (Rome) will fall but first comes a recapitulation to 

explain where she came from and why she will be destroyed.   

        THE PREGNANT WOMAN gives birth to the male child 

and the dragon fails in his attempt to kill him and the 

woman (12:1-18). Satan is expulsed from being able to 

accuse God's elect and persecutes the church. 

         SATAN CALLS UP THE BEAST FROM THE SEA 

(13:1-18) to use him to persecute the church. Another beast 

(from the earth) promotes worship of the beast from the sea. 

The instrument of Satan is identified with the Roman 

emperors helped by the perverse religion of emperor 

worship. 

 

X. FOUR VOICES ANNOUNCE THE HEADLINES OF THE 

RESULT OF THE GREAT BATTLE (14:1-13) 

 

1. THE JUSTICE OF GOD TRIUMPHS (14:6, 7) 
 a. THE HARVEST (14:14-20) The hour of God's wrath 

against the Roman Empire arrives and the oppressors will be 

exterminated. 

 b. BOWLS OF WRATH ANNOUNCED (15:1-8) With 7 

more plagues, God's wrath against Rome is consumed         

     c. BOWLS OF WRATH POURED OUT (16:1-21)       
 First bowl:  Sores on those who worshipped the beast and       

                his image  

         Second bowl:  Sea turns to blood, all sea creatures die  

         Third bowl:  Rivers and springs turn to blood  

         Fourth bowl:  Men are scorched by the sun (16:8-9) 

Fifth bowl:  Pain and anguish upon the beast and his 

kingdom 

         Sixth bowl:  An army plans to attack 

         Seventh bowl:  Earthquake and hailstones 

 

2. BABYLON IS FALLEN! 

     a. BABYLON IDENTIFIED (17:1-8) The great harlot is 

Rome, the commercial power of the world    

     b. BABYLON IS FALLEN, IS FALLEN! The ruin of the 

Roman Empire is complete and definitive. 

 

3. THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE EMPEROR ARE 

JUDGED! (14:9-10) 
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a. ARMAGEDDON AND THE LORD'S SUPPER (19:11-

21). The enemies of the church are defeated and totally 

destroyed. 

   b. THE DRAGON BOUND (20:1-3). Satan is defeated but not 

destroyed. He will try again. 

c. THE GREAT WHITE THRONE AND THE LAKE OF 

FIRE (20:11-15). The oppressors are defeated and 

punished. 

 

4. THE CHRISTIANS WHO DIED IN THE CONFLICT ARE 

BLESSED (14:13). 

    a. THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB (19:1-10). 
The victorious church is received by Christ. 

    b. THE RESURRECTION OF THE MARTYRS TO 

REIGN (20:4-6) The Christians are victorious even if they 

had died. 

    c. THE DEFEAT OF GOG AND MAGOG (20:7-10) 
Whatever future enemy that Satan may use to attack the 

church will also be defeated by God. 

    d. NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH (21:1-8) Rest and relaxation 

for the faithful 

    e. THE NEW JERUSALEM (21:9-22:5) The faithful church, 

and thus the victorious church, is precious, safe and blessed. 

 

XI. CONCLUSION AND WARNING (22:6-21) 
Quotations are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

REVELATION 1 

JESUS IS IN THE MIDST OF THE CHURCHES 

 

SEVEN CHURCHES: The number 7 symbolizes perfection or 

completion, so the book was for all the church in Asia 

 

SEVEN SPIRITS is the Holy Spirit of God. Isaiah 11:1-2 

mentions the seven aspects of the one Spirit.     
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his 

roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will 

rest on him -the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and 

of the fear of the Lord.”  
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ALPHA AND OMEGA are first and the last letters of the Greek 

alphabet and mean the beginning and the end (Revelation 

22:13). The same words are applied to the Father and the 

Son (1:8, 17; 2:8; 22:13). 

SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS are the seven churches in 

Asia (1:20). 

 

JESUS IN THE MIDST OF THE CANDLESTICKS: He is 

near, and not far away (Matthew 28:20). 

 

A ROBE DOWN TO HIS FEET AND A GOLDEN SASH: 
Jesus is dressed as high-priest (Exodus 28:4; 29:5). 

 

WHITE HEAD AND HAIR: White symbolizes purity and 

justice. 

 

EYES WITH FLAMING FIRE: His eyes see everything that 

happens (Hebrews.4:13; Revelation19:12).  

 

BRONZE FEET symbolize the ability to destroy His enemies 

(Micah 4:13; 1 Chronicles 28:18).  

 

VOICE OF MANY WATERS: He speaks with authority as on 

Mount Sinai.  

SEVEN STARS are the angels of the churches (1:20). Angel 

means "messenger," so they are not necessarily angels, but 

could be human representatives.  

 

SWORD IN THE MOUTH is the Word of God, not the gospel 

(good news), but a word of judgment (Isaiah 11:4 and 

Hebrew. 4:12, 13).  Think of the transfiguration on the 

mount. 

 

SHINING FACE: Christ is the splendor of the glory of God 

(Hebrews 1:3).  

 

THE FIRST AND LAST: He is the beginning and end of 

creation, revelation and hope. 
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THE LIVING ONE WHO WAS DEAD: We will walk no road 

He has not walked, meet any fear He has not met and fight 

no foe He has not defeated. 

 

KEYS OF DEATH AND HADES: The correct word here is 

Hades, not Hell. Hades is the place where the deceased go, 

the unseen world. It was important for the persecuted 

church to know who controlled death. "Who believes in 

me, even though he dies, will live" (John 11:25). 

 

Chapter 1 is the introduction to the book. This book is a message 

from God, transmitted to the Christians in Asia close to the end of 

the 1st century A.D., by Jesus, His angel and His servant John. It 

deals with things that would soon happen. Those who reads must 

know that Jesus is alive, victorious, judge, priest, King of the 

kings of earth and Savior. Also, the reader knows that He will 

return. All this was very important for our brethren back then who 

were about to enter into the worst persecution in the history of the 

church. Here in the introduction, God is already giving strength, 

courage and comfort, showing the beauty and greatness of the 

Lord of the Christians, Jesus Christ. Like John, all will fall down 

before the feet of Jesus one day. The message is clear for those 

who were about to be killed because of the gospel of Christ: Jesus 

has the power over death. This glorious, all-powerful, pure Son of 

God is Jesus.   

 

REVELATION 2 AND 3 

LETTERS TO THE CHURCHES 

 

TO: The church in Ephesus 

FROM: He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who 

walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands  

I KNOW: your works, your labor, your patience, and that you 

cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those 

who say they are apostles and are not, and have found 

them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, 

and have labored for My name's sake and have not 

become weary. 

I HAVE SOMETHING AGAINST YOU: you have left 

your first love (without love, works have no value - 1 

Corinthians 13) 
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EXHORTATION: Remember from where you have fallen; 

repent and do the first works  

OR ELSE: I will come to you quickly and remove your lamp 

stand from its place  

IN YOUR FAVOR: you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans 

(Irenaeus said that they were perversion and decadence). 

TO THE OVERCOMER: I will give him to eat from the tree 

of life in the paradise of God. 

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Smyrna  

FROM: the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life 

I KNOW: your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are 

rich); and [I know] the blasphemy of those who say they 

are Jews and are not, but [are] a synagogue of Satan.   

EXHORTATION: Do not fear any of those things which you 

are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw 

[some] of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you 

will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death and I 

will give you the crown of life. 

TO THE OVERCOMER: shall not be hurt by the second 

death. 

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Pergamos 

FROM: He who has the sharp two-edged sword  

I KNOW: your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's 

throne [is.] And you hold fast to My name, and did not 

deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas [was] 

My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where 

Satan dwells. 

I HAVE SOMETHING AGAINST YOU: you have there 

those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak 

to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to 

eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 

immorality.  Thus you also have those who hold the 

doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. [The 

Nicolaitanes taught the community of wives, that adultery and 

fornication were things indifferent, that eating meats offered to 
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idols was quite lawful; and mixed several pagan rites with the 

Christian ceremonies. (Adam Clarke’s Commentary)] 

EXHORTATION: Repent 

OR ELSE: I will come to you quickly and will fight 

against them with the sword of My mouth. 

TO THE OVERCOMER: I will give some of the hidden 

manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on 

the stone a new name written which no one knows except 

him who receives  

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Thyratira 

FROM: the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and 

His feet like fine brass 

I KNOW: your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; 

and [as] for your works, the last [are] more than the first.   

I HAVE SOMETHING AGAINST YOU: you allow that 

woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach 

and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and 

eat things sacrificed to idols.    

EXHORTATION: hold fast what you have till I come.    

OR ELSE: I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 

commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless 

they repent of their deeds.   I will kill her children with 

death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who 

searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each 

one of you according to your works. 

TO THE OVERCOMER: I will give power over the nations. 

He shall rule them with a rod of iron. They shall be 

dashed to pieces like the potter's vessels as I also have 

received from My Father and I will give him the morning 

star. 

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Sardis  

FROM: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven 

stars 

I KNOW: your works, that you have a name that you are 

alive, but you are dead. 
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EXHORTATION: Be watchful, and strengthen the things 

which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found 

your works perfect [complete] before God. Remember 

therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 

repent. 

OR ELSE: I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not 

know what hour I will come upon you. 

TO THE OVERCOMER: shall be clothed in white 

garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book 

of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and 

before His angels.    

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Philadelphia  

FROM: He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key 

of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 

no one opens  

I KNOW: you have a little strength, have kept My word, and 

have not denied My name. 

EXHORTATION: Because you have kept My command to 

persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial 

which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who 

dwell on the earth. Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold 

fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.  

TO THE OVERCOMER: I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I 

will write on him the name of My God and the name of 

the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes 

down out of heaven from My God and [I will write on 

him] My new name.    

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

TO: The church in Laodiceia 

FROM: the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the 

Beginning of the creation of God  

I KNOW: your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

could wish you were cold or hot. 

EXHORTATION: buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that 

you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be 
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clothed, [that] the shame of your nakedness may not be 

revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you 

may see.  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. 

Therefore be zealous and repent.    

TO THE OVERCOMER: I will grant to sit with Me on My 

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father 

on His throne  

HE WHO HAS EARS, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE 

SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES. 

 

 

REVELATION 4 

GOD'S THRONE IN HEAVEN 

The God Of The Christians Is In Control Of The Universe  
(Not A Roman Emperor) 

 

 An open door to heaven. The use of the word "heaven" is 

much more than the place where God resides. The 

omnipresent can't be limited to one geographical place. He is 

always in every place. Heaven is more of a state of being than 

a place. We can think of it as the spiritual region.  Ephesians 2 

says that Christians are seated with Christ in the heavenly 

places. Philippians 3:20 says, "our citizenship is in heaven," 

Because of Christ, today we have the privilege of entering into 

the presence of God who is in heaven. An open door gives the 

ideas of free access to the presence of God. 

 Throne signifies dominion, power, authority, rule and reign. It 

is much more than just a piece of furniture. We will read about 

"throne" 38 times. The message is clear: God is in control of 

everything. 

 Precious stones: The one seated on the throne is glorious, 

magnificent, and brilliant. God is majestically impressive. 

 Rainbow is the symbol of a covenant of mercy. See Genesis 9 

and Ezekiel 1. This vision will tell of God's terrible judgments 

but His people need to know of His mercy too! 

 Twenty-four elders symbolize the church. In the Old 

Testament sacerdotal system of the Levitical priesthood, 24 

was the number of shifts among the priests. (1 Chronicles 

24:1-19). Their crowns are "stephanos," the victor's crown, 

rather than a crown of royalty. Seated on thrones, they are 

reigning (Revelation 1:5, 6). White clothes represent purity 
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and good works of the saints (Revelation 19:8). So, who are 

the purified, victorious, reigning people who are priests of 

God full of good works and who live in close relationship to 

God? They are the Christians! This is the church! They are the 

royal priesthood! Read 1 Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6; 5:9, 10; 

20:4, 6 and 1 Chronicles 23:4.  Of these, twenty-four thousand 

were to look after the work of the house of the LORD, six 

thousand were officers and judges, 

 Lightning, voices and thunders always indicate a 

demonstration of the wrath and power of God as well as the 

time for Him to speak. See Hebrews 12. God's voice means 

terror to the rebellious but hope to the obedient. 

 Seven lamps of fire represent the Holy Spirit of God 

(Revelation 1:4). It is fire because He knows all and reveals 

all. 

 Sea of glass is the separation between God and all inferior 

beings. In the temple of Solomon, (2 Chronicles 4:2-6), the sea 

of bronze was placed between the priest and the Holy Place 

where God made His appearance. God is Holy (separate).  

 Four living creatures are cherubim, the defenders of God's 

justice and holiness. They are God's war wagon (Ezekiel 1 and 

10). They see all. They are like beasts to destroy, strength to 

serve, intelligence to act and swiftness to execute God's will. 

The message is that God is well equipped to handle any 

enemy.  

 Casting crowns before the throne symbolizes unending 

worship (submission). 

 

Revelation teaches the victory of the church, Christians, over the 

Roman persecutors. The battle will be fierce and many will lose 

their lives. The battle scenes might frighten the reader so, before 

seeing such tribulation, it was needful to give God's people hope 

and confidence. So we see the power and dominion of God. It does 

not matter what seems to be in life. Each Christian needs to know 

with certainty that God is in control of the universe. All things will 

cooperate for the good of those who love the Lord, who are called 

according to His purpose. The church is always before God's 

throne. Don't be afraid! 

 

 

REVELATION 5 
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THE LAMB TAKES THE SCROLL 

Jesus Was Slain But Is Alive And Worthy To Reveal The Coming 
Judgments. 
 The sealed book is the story of God's judgments against the 

enemies of the church in the fight of the church against Rome.  

 Sealed with seven seals means that its content was hidden 

unless someone would open the seals. The purpose of a seal 

was to keep it from being revealed. 

 In His right hand: Never forget that the future is in God's 

right (strong) hand. Governments, armies and multinational 

corporations may influence your life but God is the one who 

holds your future. 

 The Lion of Judah is Jesus (Genesis 49:9, 10), the king of the 

tribe of Judah. 

 Root of David: Jesus is both the descendent of David 

(physical lineage) and the ancestor of David (as Creator). 

 A Lamb that had been slain: Killed because he was totally 

obedient to the Father. Killed because he loved sinners. John 

1:29 - the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

But this sacrificed and killed lamb is on his feet. He is alive 

again! A lamb emphasized his meekness and submission. The 

meek and lowly in heart will face off the dragon and his 

beastly pawns in this book. See John 1:36; 1 Peter 1:19; Isaiah 

53:7. 

 Seven horns: He has total power 

 Seven Eyes: 2 Chronicles 16:9 "For the eyes of the LORD run 

to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong 

on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him." 

 New Song The old song was of Moses (Revelation 15:3), that 

he sang when God freed Israel from Egyptian captivity. A new 

song is a new expression of God's power and goodness to save 

His people. 

 They will reign over the earth: But the Christians are already 

reigning. Revelation 20:6 says that the saints will be priests 

when they were already priests. This language just emphasizes 

that the present blessedness will continue. The relationship the 

Christians enjoy with Christ will never end, not even with 

death. 

Chapter 4 shows God power and chapter 5 shows His mercy, (God 

Creator and God Redeemer). The All-powerful who rules the 
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universe is someone who sacrificially loves His people. Jesus 

fought hand-to-hand combat with Satan and had the scars to show 

for it but he won! These are words of comfort for a persecuted 

church. "Let not your heart be troubled. Believe in God and 

believe in me!" 

 

 

REVELATION 6 

THE LAMB OPENS THE SEALS 

[JESUS REVEALS GOD'S FOUR SORE JUDGEMENTS  

TO BE POURED OUT ON THE CHURCH'S ENEMIES] 

 

 Four Horses, Horsemen and Winds are the four sore 

(dreadful) judgments of God. See Revelation 7:1 and 

Zachariah 6:1-8 to see how the four winds are God's attacks 

against the disobedient and that these correspond to the four 

different color horses. The symbol is understood in Ezekiel 

14:12-23. By famine, wild beasts, sword and plague, God 

punishes a perverse nation. In Revelation 6 we see 4 dreadful 

judgments, the four horses to identify that this is the subject, 

but we see another horseman going out in front of the others. 

To keep the number four, then, two plagues are joined in the 

fourth horseman. 

 Rider on the white horse is Jesus, the Living Word that 

judges and conquers. See Revelation 19:11-16; John 12:48 and  

1:1-4. His crown is an overcomer's crown. The color of his 

horse symbolizes purity and justice. 

 Rider on the Red horse symbolizes war. Red is the color of 

blood. 

 Rider on the black horse is famine. Refer to Ezekiel 4:10, 16 

to see this symbol. With a scale the food is measured because 

it is scarce. The money specified is a day's wage so a man 

must work all day just to buy a little bit of the essentials in 

food. The nonessentials, wine and oil, aren't lacking because 

no one can afford to buy them. All their money will be used 

just for survival. 

 Rider on the pale horse: This judgment completes the figure 

of the four horsemen. It is God's judgment in all its forms. 

Pale is the color of death. 

 A fourth part: This judgment is partial and not total. There is 

still an opportunity to repent and flee from God's wrath. 
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 Fifth Seal: After punishing the earth with these judgments, the 

martyrs cry out for vengeance. God's answer is "not yet … 

more Christians must die!" This language makes it clear to the 

brethren who would be persecuted that God was in control. 

Everything would happen according to the divine plan. They 

could relax because their reward was secure. 

 Earthquake, blackened sun, bloody moon and falling stars: 

This is God's wrath poured out on the evildoers. Compare this 

to Joel 1:15; 2:1-2, 10, 11, 28-32; Zephaniah 1:14, 15 and 

Isaiah 13:6-11. John used the language of the Old Testament 

prophets to paint a picture of destruction. It is symbolic 

language and not literal. If just one star fell to the earth, life 

here would be over. But in the vision life goes on. The 

message is that the enemy nation must be punished and would 

fall. When God pours out His judgment on an enemy, nobody 

escapes. 

 

Jesus begins to reveal the future with respect to the fight between 

God and His adversaries. We already know the final score in any 

such conflict. God will punish the church's enemies. He will treat 

them as he has always treated perverse nations. He will bring 

partial plagues on them to call them to repentance. If it works - 

then great! If they refuse, he will increase the intensity until they 

repent or are destroyed. Even though the martyred Christians ask 

for vengeance, God is in absolute control and will proceed as 

planned, even though more Christians will die. After all, what is so 

bad about being removed from this old world of woe to go and be 

with Jesus? For a while, the plagues will continue. The important 

question is asked, "Who will stand in the day of the wrath of God 

and the Lamb?" The answer is found in chapter 7. 

 

 

REVELATION 7 

144,000 SERVANTS OF GOD SEALED  

Christ's Followers Are Marked For Protection  
Before The Axe Falls On Rome 

 

 The seal on the forehead. This symbol comes from Ezekiel 9. 

Before sending the punishment on a nation where both the 

righteous and unrighteous lived, God wanted to assure the 

righteous that He would make a distinction between them. The 
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seal isn't literal but a way to say to His servants, "The Lord 

knows who belongs to Him." This was not a guarantee that the 

Christians would not suffer along with the perverse when God 

hit their surrounding world. It did mean that that suffering was 

not punishment for them. Read Ezekiel 21:3, 4 and see that the 

righteous, even though sealed, died the same as the perverse 

when Babylon destroyed Jerusalem in the year 586 B.C. The 

difference was that the righteous who died were victorious but 

the wicked who died were defeated. 

 144,000 of Israel. How many servants of God were sealed in 

Ezekiel 9? All of them! So it is here. The 144,000 represent all 

Christians. Twelve is the number of God's people (12 tribes of 

Israel, twelve apostles). The 12x12 gives emphasis that this is 

all God's people. One thousand (1000) is the number for 

completeness or totality. They are of Israel because Israel is 

the people of God. Paul in Galatians calls the church "the 

Israel of God." Peter (1 Peter 2) calls the church the holy 

nation. 144,000 here means the universal church. 

 Palm branches, dressed in white: This is the picture of 

joyful festivity, the feast of booths which was the happiest of 

all Jewish feasts. 

 Never be hunger … symbolizes prosperity and protection 

(Isaiah 25:8; 40:8-10 and Psalm 121:5, 6). 

 

Revelation 6 ended with the question “Who will stand in the day 

of God's wrath?” Revelation 7 answers the question: “Those who 

belong to God.” All God's servants are under His protection and 

the seal worked!  The servants of God who lived through God's 

judgment on Rome and remained faithful to God are now with 

Christ in heaven rejoicing. The seal of protective ownership really 

worked! The 144,000 and the great multitude are the same people, 

faithful Christians, seen before and after the tribulation God 

brought on Rome. The 144,000 are sealed to pass through the 

tribulation and the great multitude is those who came out through 

the tribulation. The 144,000 receive the mark of God on the 

forehead and the church receives the mark of God on the forehead 

(Revelation 3:12). All God's servants have this mark (Revelation 

22:4). The multitude follows the Lamb and the 144,000 follow 

him (Revelation 14:4). The church is and always will be 

victorious. 
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REVELATION 8 and 9 

THE SEVEN TRUMPETS BLOW 
God Orders Attacks On The World Of The Persecutors Of The Church  

 Silence in heaven calls attention to the seriousness of what is 

to befall. It is the drum roll before the scary part. There is a 

pause to show that God's judgments delay to allow time for 

sinners to repent (2 Peter 3:9); the delay before the jury 

announces the verdict. 

 Trumpets call the people to assembly and also issue warnings 

(Numbers 10:1-5). These trumpets will announce God's 

judgment on the persecutors of the church. 

 Incense reminds us of the fifth seal where the martyrs asked 

for vengeance against their murderers. Now, these judgments 

are in answer to their prayers. 

 Fire from the altar God responds to the prayers of the 

righteous (James 5:15-18). 

 First Trumpet. God attacks the food (vegetation). Remember 

the    plague of Exodus 9:24. 

 Second Trumpet. God attacks the commerce. The sea 

symbolizes the nations (Isaiah 57:20; 17:12ff and Revelation 

17:1, 2, 15). The mountain is the punished nation (Jeremiah 

51:25; Amos 4:1 and Isaiah 2:2). Remember the first plague of 

Egypt. 

 Third Trumpet. God attacks drinking water. Remember the 

first plague in Egypt. 

 Fourth Trumpet. God attacks the environment. Remember 

the 9th plague against Egypt. It could be a locust plague (Joel 

2:10) or figurative language of judgment in general (Isaiah 

13:10, 11; 34:4-5) 

 Those who dwell on the earth are the ungodly in 

comparison with those who dwell in heaven (13:6) See 

3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8, 12, 14; 14:6; 17:8. 

The saints, even though they live here on earth, are seen as 

people who reside in heaven (12:12; 13:6). 

 Fifth Trumpet is internal corruption. 

 The fallen star is Satan, the god of this world, who blinds 

the people's understanding (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

 Smoke from the bottomless pit. Satan causes people to 

walk in darkness. See Proverbs 14:34. Rome fell in part 

due to internal moral decay. Romans 1:24-28 shows the 
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type of society that results from refusal to repent. Read 

Ephesians 2:2. 

 Grasshoppers. The decadence and darkness bring 

uncertainty, fear, discomfort, superstition and inner 

turmoil, all things that torment people. Their appearance 

as a woman's beauty hides their destructive power. 

Breastplates of iron show how hard it is to destroy them. 

 The Seal of God shows that here is a tribulation referred 

to in chapter 7 and the Christians are protected. 

 Sixth Trumpet is external invasion. 

 The River Euphrates is where all the enemy armies 

come from (Isaiah 9:7, 8; 11:15; 7:20). 

 200,000,000 is a number so large that it terrorizes the 

enemy and causes the saints to rejoice. 

 

Jesus reveals the end of the story of God's judgments against the 

great persecutor of the church - the Roman Empire. But the end 

does not come immediately. God in His mercy tries once more to 

persuade the evil ones to repent before they are exterminated. But 

it is of no avail. In the face of God's punishment, they still refuse 

to repent of their evil deeds. This adversary has a hardened heart, 

fanatic, given to sin. It is hopeless. All that is left to God is to 

destroy them. The seventh trumpet will blow. 

 

 

REVELATION 10 

JOHN EATS THE LITTLE BOOK  

He Accepts The Commission And Continues To Prophesy 
 

 The little book is the mission given to John to keep on 

preaching. 

 Sweet in the mouth. Like Ezekiel 2:8; 3:3, it is sweet, being 

God's word (Psalm 10) but bitter because the subject of the 

preaching is judgment. It is bad news. To eat the book means 

that John accepted the job of announcing this bad news. 

 

The time has arrived for God to avenge the blood of the martyred 

saints. There will be no more delay. The curtain will now fall. 
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REVELATION 11 

THE TWO WITNESSES PREACH 

A Faithful Church Preaches The Gospel Under Persecution 
 

 The measuring rod is the same as Ezekiel 40:3, 4; 42:20. It 

means a separation between holy and unholy things. The thing 

being measured is separated from the other things in order to 

be protected. 

 The temple of God and His altar. When Revelation was 

given, there was only one sanctuary of God - the church. (1 

Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:10-22). 

 42 months is the symbol of the period of persecution but 

protected by God. 42 months =1260 days = 3 1/2 years = a 

time and times and half a time. It is the period of authority of 

the beast (13:5), the persecution of the holy city (11:2), when 

the witnesses testified (11:3) and when the woman was 

protected in the wilderness (12:6, 14). The symbol originates 

from the life of Elijah who was persecuted by Jezebel for 3 1/2 

years while hiding in the wilderness and being protected by 

God. 

 Two Witnesses symbolize the church. Zachariah 4:1-4 uses 

the same figure. The two olive trees are two lamp stands who 

are the two anointed ones (king and priest). See Revelation 

1:12, 13, 20. 

 Sodom, Egypt and Jerusalem. These are symbolic names for 

one certain city. Sodom is the seat of immorality. Egypt is the 

heart of bondage. Jerusalem is the seat of corrupt religion. 

What city in John's day was all this? Rome! 

 Put on their feet. The church seemed down and out to the 

eyes of the world but God gave her the victory. 

 

The church here was about to enter a great tribulation of 

persecution but had the assurance of being protected by God. She 

was stomped but protected. She was represented by two witnesses 

who preached the gospel during persecution and even lost their 

lives but God still gave them the victory. 

 

 

 

REVELATION 12: 

THE DRAGON EXPULSED FROM HEAVEN 
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Satan, Frustrated And Defeated, Attacks The Church 
 A woman in the Bible often symbolizes a nation (Isaiah 50:1; 

54:1ff; Micah 4:9ff and Ezekiel 16) 

 This woman represents God's chosen people. Earlier, God's 

chosen people was the nation of Israel. Since the cross she is 

the church. 

  Twelve stars identify her as God's people (12 tribes of Israel 

and 12 apostles). See Joseph's dream in Genesis 37:9-11.  

 This crown (stephanos) means victorious. Another word for 

crown (diademata) represents kingly power. 

 God's chosen people before Calvary was the physical nation 

of Israel. The Israel of God since Calvary is the church. See 1 

Peter 2:9.  A good meaning might be "the Israel of God" 

(Galatians 6:16) which was the Jewish nation before the cross 

and the church after the cross. 

 Labor pains represent the suffering Israel faced as they 

awaited the long process that would eventually bring the 

Messiah into the world (Micah 4:9, 10; Jeremiah 4:31; 13:21). 

 The dragon is Satan. He is cruel and fierce (red). Seven heads 

and ten horns will associate him with the beast from the sea, 

which would be his instrument of persecution in this context.  

He has crowns (diadems - crowns of royalty) representing 

civil power but not "stephanos" because he is not victorious. 

His power is seen in his tail. In his rebellion against God 

(before the foundation of the world) he swept away with him a 

third of God's angels (represented by stars). He wanted to kill 

Jesus when he was born and tried to (the massacre of the 

babies in Bethlehem) but failed. He tried when the Jews tried 

to kill Jesus in Nazareth (Luke 4) and when they tried to stone 

him (John 8) but also failed. He also tried in the desert 

(Matthew 4) with temptations but failed. 

 The male child is Jesus who escaped all Satan's plans to 

destroy him and who, even though killed on the cross, rose 

again the third day.  He ascended and sat on God's right hand 

to begin his reign. He now reigns with a rod of iron (Psalm 

2:6-9) and justice (Psalm 45:6). See 1 Kings 2:12; 1 

Chronicles 29:23; Psalm 2:7ff; Acts 2:29-36 and Revelation 

3:7, 21.  

 The war in heaven and Satan expelled. The key here is to 

see when this war happened and by what right Satan was in 
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heaven until Jesus ascended to heaven. Verse 10 shows that 

Satan was expelled when salvation arrived; that is, when Jesus 

died, arose and ascended to begin his role of interceding for 

his people.  But why was Satan in heaven? What was he 

doing? He was accusing God's elect people day and night (and 

rightly so). That's what he was doing in the book of Job, but 

he could find nothing with which to accuse Job. Ever since the 

victorious Jesus ascended to heaven, Satan can no longer 

accuse God's redeemed people.  

[Romans 8:33-4 states in plain language what is said 

here in figurative language. “Who will bring any 

charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God 

who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, 

who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is 

at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 

us.”] 

Satan, the accuser, can no longer accuse God’s chosen people 

of sin because Christ died to pay for our sins, was raised from 

the dead and ascended back into heaven to make intercession 

for us.  

 The kingdom came when Jesus received the kingdom (power, 

authority and dominion). See Matthew 28:18 and Acts 2:36. 

 The persecuted woman (The Israel of God) was the object of 

the dragon's wrath, once Jesus escaped him. Notice that verses 

13-16 are a development in more detail of what was said in 

summary in verse 6. Satan, frustrated in his plan to destroy 

Jesus, humiliated in his expulsion from heaven, is going after 

the church.  Just as Israel fled to the desert to escape the 

dragon Pharaoh (Psalm 74:13; Isaiah 51:9 and Ezekiel 29:3) 

and was carried on the wings of an eagle to safety (Exodus 

19:4), so the church was persecuted but protected by God. 

 The flood of water was Satan's first attempt against the 

church (the Jewish persecution). See Isaiah 8:5-8. What ended 

the Jewish persecution? The Romans did when they destroyed 

Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. (See Psalm 144:7). 

 

This chapter explains the historical context of the prophetic vision. 

Israel suffered much in her history but was able to bring the 

Messiah into the world. Satan wanted to destroy Jesus but failed. 

Jesus, after his resurrection, ascended back into heaven to reign 

and also, through his blood, to intercede for his people. Satan no 
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longer had the right to accuse God's chosen people of sin. Satan, 

frustrated, humiliated and defeated, was irate. But all he could do 

was hurt the church here on earth. He instigated a persecution by 

the Jews but God protected the church and the nations of the earth 

stopped that persecution when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem. 

Satan did not give up when the Jews failed to exterminate the 

church. The next chapter shows going to the sea of nations, 

looking for another instrument to use against the next 

generation(s) of the church. It was the Roman Empire. Chapter 13 

will show the dragon invoking Rome from among the nations to 

do his evil work. 

 

REVELATION 13 

THE BEAST COMES UP OUT OF THE SEA 
The Roman Empire Is Chosen To Be Satan's Pawn To Persecute The Church 

 

 Sea Beast is the civil power of Rome (the emperors) who 

persecuted the church. Chapter 17 will say the beast "is" when 

a particular emperor persecutes the church and "is not" when a 

particular emperor does not.  

 Seven heads are the seven mountains upon which Rome was 

built and also seven kings (emperors). See Revelation 17. This 

beast was similar to three beasts, a leopard, a bear and a lion. 

This reminds us of Daniel 7 where those beasts represented 

the three world kingdoms that preceded the Roman Empire - 

Babylon, Media-Persia and Greece. The fourth beast of Daniel 

7 does not appear here in Revelation because the fourth beast 

was the Roman Empire. As in Daniel, the beast that represents 

Rome has all the characteristics of the others but is worse 

(more cruel). 

 The wounded head was the death of Nero, the fifth emperor. 

He was the beast when he persecuted the church (he killed the 

apostle Paul). When he died the persecution stopped (the beast 

was not) but there appeared a legend in Rome that he would 

come back to life. When Domician assumed the throne, many 

said that it was Nero revived. In the sequence of this vision, 

the beast revived because he persecuted the church. 

 Those who dwell on the earth are the unbelievers since the 

followers of Jesus dwell in heaven (v6). We understand that 

the church is God's tabernacle, that is, God dwells in the midst 

of His people. See Ephesians 2:6; Colossians 3:1ff and 
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Philippians 3:20. Remember that in this book those who live 

in heaven are the faithful and those who live on earth are the 

unbelievers. 

 The beast of the earth is from the earth instead of heaven. Its 

origin is human and unbelieving. His appearance is like a lamb 

(imitating Jesus) identifying him as a religion. His voice like a 

dragon instead of a lamb proves him to be a false religion 

(emperor worship). It spread through the Empire and when 

Christians refused to bow down to the emperor, they were 

punished. 

 The mark on the head. The 144,000 servants of God were 

marked on their foreheads in chapter 7 for protection from 

God's wrath and the beasts' worshippers were also marked to 

be protected from the beast's persecution. He persecuted the 

unmarked ones. In history, Rome established guilds (like labor 

unions) to control the life of the people and those who refused 

to worship the emperor lost their civil rights and commercial 

rights. 

 The number 666 identifies the beast. Many have tried 

numerical schemes of attributing values to each letter of the 

alphabet (like in Roman numerals) and adding all the values of 

a particular name to come up with 666. Results have identified 

Nero, the Catholic pope, Napoleon, Ronald Reagan, etc. Read 

carefully: The text says that 666 is the number of man, the 

number that represents man.  Just as seven represents 

perfection (divinity), six is less than perfect (human). Three 

sixes emphasizes he is just a man. The message is: The beast 

that will terrify the church is not to be feared. He is just a man. 

 

Chapter 12 ends with Satan irate and frustrated because he failed 

to destroy Jesus. Now he wants to destroy the church and to do 

this he needed an instrument of persecution. He chose Rome - 

cruel, arrogant and evil. Satan gave authority to Rome to dominate 

the nations and make the dwellers on earth to worship Rome. Thus 

began the great persecution of the church by the Roman Emperor 

Domitian. He would be totally defeated, thank God.  

 

 

REVELATION 14 

FOUR VOICES ANNOUNCE THE OUTCOME OF THE 

CONFLICT 
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 New Song - means a new expression of God's goodness 

(Isaiah 42:9ff). Only the saved in Jesus can sing this song. 

Only they receive all the goodness of God. 

 Four Voices - are four headlines that announce the outcome 

of the conflict between Rome and the church. They are: 

1. GOD'S JUSTICE TRIUMPHS! THE SEVENTH 

TRUMPET SOUNDS! (14:6, 7)  

2. BABYLON FALLS! 

3. THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE EMPEROR ARE 

JUDGED! 

4. THE CHRISTIANS WHO DIE IN THE CONFLICT 

ARE BLESSED! 

 The wheat harvest - is the salvation of the faithful (See 

Matthew 3:12, 20 and Amos 9:9, 10). 

 Harvest of Grapes is the judgment of the ungodly in this 

conflict. 

The cast of characters has been identified in this conflict. On one 

side is the lamb (gentle and mild) and with him 144,000 virgin 

men singing praises with harps. On the other side is the dragon 

(cruel, strong and fierce) and with him the beast from the sea, the 

false prophet (beast from the earth), and ten kings with their 

armies and a great multitude, all marked with the mark of the 

beast. The hour has come for battle. But who will win? The result 

was never in doubt! The outcome is already announced, even 

before the battle (in this vision) begins. The enemy of the church 

will pay dearly for his crimes but even the Christians who die in 

the battle are blessed!  

 

 

REVELATION 15 

BOWLS OF WRATH ARE ANNOUNCED 
THE HOUR HAS COME TO FINISH GOD'S JUDGMENTS ON ROME 

 

 The sea of glass before the throne as in Revelation 4:6 

indicates the holiness (separation) of God. In the Old 

Testament, the priests had to pass by the sea of bronze before 

entering the sanctuary. The sea mixed with fire shows the 

conquerors near the throne being purified through suffering. 

See Philippians 3:10ff. 

 The sanctuary filled with smoke. See Exodus 40:34ff; 1 

Kings 8:10, 11 and 2 Chronicles 5:13, 14. The smoke indicates 
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that God is present in the role of Judge and everyone ought to 

stop everything, be quiet and just watch.  
 

The time has come to pour out God's wrath on these ungodly ones. 

 

 

REVELATION 16 

THE SEVEN BOWLS ARE POURED OUT 

GOD PUNISHES ROME 

 

 Seven Bowls are parallel to the seven trumpets except now the 

judgment is total and not partial. The purpose now is not to 

call to repentance but to destroy totally. 

 

      THE BOWLS     THE TRUMPETS  

1. Foul and loathsome sores  

Torment evil men. 

2. The sea becomes blood, 

killing all sea life.  

 

3. Fresh water turns to 

blood. 

4. The sun scorches men with 

fire. 

5. Men are tormented 

by utter darkness. 

 

6. The kings from the east invade 

from across the great river 

Euphrates. 

7. Noises and thunderings and 

lightnings; a great 

earthquake, and great 

hailstones falling from 

heaven.  
 

Similar figurative language of God's judgments is found in 

Zephaniah 1:2-4; Jeremiah 5:23ff and Isaiah 13:10-13, 17-22. 

 The kings of the east are the redeemed. 

 Three unclean spirits deceive the nations so they will go to a 

 hopeless war (1 Kings 22:19-23). 

 

1. Hail and fire, mingled with 

blood, burn the vegetation.   

2. A great burning mountain 

turns the sea to blood, 

destroying fish and ships.  

3. A great burning star ruins 

drinking water. 

4. The sun, moon and stars 

are blacked out.  

5. Smoke and locusts from 

the bottomless pit torment 

men. 

6. A giant army invades from 

across the Euphrates. 

River. 
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God buries Rome and its vassals. You would think that with no 

water in the oceans, no water in the rivers or fountains, no 

mountains or islands, bodies covered with boils, skin aflame from 

the sun, earthquakes and 100 pound hailstones falling on them 

they would “cry uncle", give up. But they just blaspheme God! 

There is no hope for them. Some of the elements of the bowls are 

developed later. The details of the fall of the city will be in 

chapters 17 and 18. The battle of Armageddon is in chapter 19. 

The defeat of the dragon is in chapter 20. 

 

 

REVELATION 17 

BABYLON AND THE BEAST ARE IDENTIFIED 

The Enemy In This Conflict Is Rome - The Persecutor Of Christians 
 

 The great harlot is Rome seen as a commercial power. 

Notice her marks of identification: 

1. She sits on seven mountains 17:9. 

2. She rules the world in John's day 17:18. 

3. She persecutes the Christians horribly. 17:6 and 18:20, 24. 

4. She is the greatest commercial power on earth during John's 

day. 18:3ff, 11ff, 15-19. 

5. She is sustained and supported by the military power 

(emperors) of Rome. 17:3, 7. 

6. She is destroyed by her own military power. 17:16, 17. 

 The beast is the Roman emperors who persecuted the church: 

1. Augustus (27 BC-37AD) 

2. Tiberius 

3. Caligula 

4. Claudius 

5. Nero (64-68 who persecuted the church) 

6. Vespasian (69-79 - the emperor when John received the 

vision) 

7. Titus (79-81- who only remained, ruled, for two years) 

8. Domitian (81-96 - who started the terrible persecution and 

was the last of the Caesars). 

 The beast "was" with Nero and "is not" with Vespasian in 

the sense that the beast "was" when Rome persecuted the 

church and "is not" when Rome did not persecute the church. 

With Domitian the beast reappeared from the abyss to begin 

the persecution again. 
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 When John wrote, five emperors had died (Augustus to 

Nero), one was (Vespasian), one would come (Titus) and stay 

for a little while (two years). The beast (persecutor) was 

Domitian, the eighth emperor who was of the Caesar family 

but was destined to defeat. 

 Ten horns may be the kings of vassal nations that allied with 

Rome. But one interesting historical fact is that after Domitian 

there were exactly ten emperors who also persecuted the 

church.  All these were destined to defeat. 

 

These ten emperors after Domitian also persecuted the church: 

Dalmatian (81-96)  

1) Trajan (98-117) 

2) Hadrain (117-138) 

3) Antoninus (138-161)  

4) Marcus Aurelius (161-180)         

5) Septum’s Severs (193-211)       

6) Maximinus (235-238) 

7) Deices (249-251) 

8) Valerian (253-260) 

9) Diocletian (284-305) 

10) Galleries (305-311) 

 

The Harlot is identified as Rome, the commercial power. She was 

brutal and her fall was due to the Roman military power. The great 

enemy of the Christians in Revelation was Rome, the civil and 

commercial power. The message was that Rome would fall. 

  

 

 REVELATION 18 

BABYLON IS FALLEN - ROME IS DEFEATED 

 

 Merchants of the earth - The aspect of the Roman Empire in 

view here is the commercial power. We have seen the Roman 

Empire is three aspects: Civil and military power (the beast 

from the sea), false religion of emperor worship (false prophet 

or land beast) and commercial power (Babylon the drunken 

harlot). The woman lived in luxury (v7) and made the 

businessmen rich (v3). The merchants of the earth (emperor 

worshippers) lamented when she fell because they lost their 

trading partner (v11-14, 19). 
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 Prostitution - When someone sells themselves, morally, 

physically or ethically just for material gain or material 

security, it is called prostitution. 

 

The most powerful and desired city is condemned by God for her 

crimes against the church. She remains as a warning to all who 

think themselves self-sufficient. Do not mistreat God's children! 

 

God condemned the most envied and powerful city because of the 

crimes she committed against the Christians. She remains as a 

warning for all who think themselves self-sufficient. You cannot 

mistreat the children of God. 

 

 

REVELATION 19 

THE WEDDING BANQUET OF THE LAMB AND THE 

DEFEAT OF THE ENEMIES 

The Church Will Be Blessed And The Persecutors Will Be 
Destroyed 

 

 Smoke rising forever and ever - the same language is used 

for Edom (Isaiah 34:10) and Sodom (Jude 7). It means total 

defeat at the hands of God. 

 

 Kingdom of the Lord our God - God has always reigned 

over the universe. Never has there been an instant when He 

was not in absolute control of a situation. To say that God now 

reigns means that He acted to manifest His dominion. 

Sometimes, God lets His enemies act. When however; He 

rises up to put an end to their actions, we say that He reigned 

or dominated. 

 

 Wedding feast of the Lamb - Jesus is the lamb and the 

church is His bride or wife (Ephesians 5:22-33). The meaning 

here is pure joy, honor and happiness for the church. 

 

 Dressed as a bride - She dressed herself in her righteous 

deeds. 

 

 White horse - in this vision, only Jesus rides a white horse. 
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 His name - means his character, His virtues and His identity. 

Only He has a name that no one knows because no one else is 

equal to Him. His name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace, True, Word, King of kings 

and Lord of lords (Isaiah 9:6).  

 

 Blood on His robe -- Is it His blood? The martyrs' blood? Or 

the enemies' blood? 

 

 Sharp sword - See v21. It was with this sword that the 

enemies were killed. His followers did not fight with their own 

weapons. The sword of Jesus overcomes all enemies (Hebrews 

4:12 and Ephesians 6:17). 

 God's Supper - is just for the buzzards! The menu is the flesh 

of dead enemies! The invitation was given even before the 

battle began because the result was never in question. 

 

 Lake of fire - When someone enters the lake of fire (the beast, 

false prophet, the dragon and sinners) it is the end of his or her 

action. They are out of the game! The dragon was not yet 

thrown into the lake of fire because he will act again in this 

vision. The dead (both those who died in Christ and those who 

died in service of the beast) will all be raised but the Roman 

Empire will never raise its ugly head again! 

 

The fall of Rome was a joyful event for all who suffered under her 

mighty and cruel hand.  The rejoicing was like the marriage feast 

where the bride is received by her beloved. On the other hand, 

those who persecuted the church were only met by horrible defeat 

and absolute humiliation.  Instead of being invited to the wedding 

feast as the saints were, the defeated enemies of the church would 

be devoured by the birds that were invited to their feast of dead 

meat. Rome (that is, the Roman Empire who persecuted Christ and 

the church) is defeated to never rise again.  The wrath of God is 

fulfilled against her.  

 

REVELATION 20 

THE MILLENIUM AND GREAT WHITE THRONE 

JUDGMENT 
 

Satan Is Totally Defeated In His Using Rome Against The Church 
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 An angel from heaven - John is on earth when he sees this 

part of the vision 

 Having the key to the abyss - Satan, referred to as a star 

fallen from heaven, in chapter 9 had this key, but now an 

angel from heaven has it indicating Satan has been defeated." 

 The dragon bound for 1000 years - The devil is totally and 

perfectly [completely] defeated and bound with reference to 

his working through Rome against the church, (witness the 

chain, the pit and the sealing closed). This was the end of the 

history of the Roman Empire but not for Satan. He would be 

released to try again using other nations. 

 For 1000 years - 1000 years does not speak of a time period 

but a state of affairs. Applied to Satan it is total defeat. 

Applied to the saints it is total victory. The number 1000 

means totality. Psalm 50:10 says God owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills. Deuteronomy 7:9 says God keeps His 

promises for a thousand generations. Psalm 105:8 and 1 

Chronicles 16:15 says God commanded His word for a 

thousand generations. The idea is totality and not a limited 

time period. Notice some other ideas regarding the 1000 

years: 

1. 1000 years is the whole Christian dispensation (from 

then until the end of time).  The problem with this idea 

is that it requires a little time period of earth history after 

the end of time. 

2. 1000 years is all of time until just before the second 

coming of Christ. The problem with this idea is that it 

would limit the reigning priesthood period of the 

Christians to less than the whole Christian era. 

  3. 1000 years following the destruction of Rome when 

Christianity flourished. The problem with this idea is 

that it would require the dead martyrs to be raised about 

a thousand years ago. 

 Satan in the sealed abyss - Satan is not limited in action, he 

is stopped!  

 Satan loosed for a little time to deceive the nations - This is 

not a time period but a message where God says to the 

Christians: "I protected you in the past and will do it in the 

future, anywhere, anytime, against any foe. This is God's 

guarantee for the future, just like in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 
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 Those sitting on thrones. Those who sit on thrones are 

reigning. They are those to whom was given the authority to 

judge. Who are they? They are victorious, faithful saints, 

living or dead.  Jesus had promised that the overcomers would 

share with Him in ruling over the nations (Revelation 2:26f; 

3:21; 11:15-18; 18:20).  This is the same as Daniel 7: 21, 22.  

 Souls of them beheaded for Jesus' sake - These are the 

martyrs in the persecution. They are resurrected (they live) 

and reign with Christ. Picture the battleground after the battle 

of Revelation 19 with the ground littered with the bodies of 

the slain. Those slain that are Christian martyrs are resurrected 

and join the living saints on thrones to rule with God. Those 

who were killed did not lose out because immediately they 

were raised to die no more.  This is the "first resurrection." 

Notice that these are only the martyrs in the conflict of 

Revelation and not those Christians who had died all 

throughout history. This is not a literal resurrection that will 

happen when Jesus returns. Here is only a symbolic way of 

saying the faithful saints are victorious and secure. 

 The rest of the dead - are those who died in the vision in 

service of the beast and they remain dead for 1000 years 

(symbolically) only to be raised up and destroyed again.  They 

were living losers. They are dead losers and they will live 

again only to be losers.  Verse 5 is parenthetical. To get the 

sense read v4 then v5b: (“The Christian martyrs lived and 

reigned with Christ for a thousand years. This is the first 

resurrection.”) That the foes of Jesus remain dead for a 

thousand years simply means that they were totally defeated in 

their war against Christ and the church. It is not referring to a 

literal time period. 

 The first resurrection - this is the resurrection of martyrs for 

Jesus. It is called "first" because John will see a second 

resurrection. Both God's servants and the beast's servants died 

in the first death but only the good guys are in the first 

resurrection. The first resurrection is to life and reigning but 

the second resurrection is to the second death.  The message is 

that the dead in Christ share in the victory just as surely as do 

the living servants of God. 

 Priests of God …reign 1000 years - this doesn't talk about 

how long Jesus reigns but how long the saints would reign. 

The point here is not time but total victory and blessedness. 
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What they had before they died (kingdom of priests), 

continued after they died. In life and in death the servants of 

God are victorious. 

 Satan loosed and deceives the nations (again) - Satan 

will continue to operate in the world to destroy the faith of 

God's servants. 

 Gog and Magog – They are anybody yet nobody in 

particular just as they were used in Ezekiel 38, 39. The 

message is this in both places: God says to His people: "I 

have already defended you and made you victorious in 

this present crisis and I will do it again whenever you need 

it." The emphasis is on the size of this new future enemy 

(whatever) and the ease with which God will defeat them 

also. Christians, don't worry about God's desire and ability 

to protect you against any and all enemies, now or in the 

future!  A note about pre-millennial theories: All attempts 

to create a huge army of God-haters in a world where 

Satan does not act and only God's servants live is doomed 

to failure (especially if you believe in the impossibility of 

apostasy). 

 The devil cast into the lake of fire - The lake of fire 

symbolizes total defeat. Nobody returns after being 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is not about eternal 

punishment but victory of God's people and defeat of 

God's enemies. 

 Great white throne - is not the literal judgment day 

before which all men must appear one day.  This is just 

like Daniel 7:9-12 where Rome (the fourth kingdom) is 

judged. 

 Second resurrection - the beast's worshippers are raised. 

The servants of God are not because they were raised 

1000 years earlier (in the vision).  
 

In this vision the devil is bound 1000 years to show how he was 

totally defeated in his war against the church using Rome. He is 

loosed a little while because after Rome there would be other 

attempts and they would meet the same fate. Victory is presented 

by the vision of saints (living ones and raised ones) reigning and 

judging in perfect [complete] victory.  This chapter says complete 

victory of the church and complete defeat for Satan and the church 

persecuting Roman Empire. 
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    en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmillennialism 

 
The term "millennium" does not occur in English translation. It is from a 

Latin word meaning a thousand years. The various interpretations are:  

Premillennialists take it that Christ's kingdom has not yet been 

established and that his second literal and bodily coming to earth 

will precede its establishment, after which he will reign for a 

thousand years before the end of history.  
 

In the persecution by 

Rome some 

Christians die. They 

sit on thrones and 

judge for 1000 years 
 

The martyrs are 

raised to reign with 

Christ for 1000 

years 

Satan is defeated in his 

attempt to destroy the 

church using the Roman 

Empire 
 

Rome goes under and 

disappears 
 

Future attempts by Satan 

using other nations will 

also fail 
 

Satan is ultimately 

destroyed 

In the vision's battle 

between good and evil all 

who serve the beast are 

killed 
 

These remain dead for 

1000 years 
 

After 1000 years the dead 

servants of the beast are 

raised, only to be judged 

and destroyed in the lake 

of fire. 
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Dispensationalists believe that Israel is distinct from the Church, 

and that God will establish a millennial kingdom in Israel where 

Christ, upon His return, will rule the world from Jerusalem for a 

thousand years 
 

Postmillennialists believe Christ's kingdom was established as a 

sequel to his first coming, that the millennium will be a golden age 

of the kingdom lasting till near the end of history and after which 

Christ will come a second time at the end of history.  
 

Amillennialists do not accept any of these theories, but for 

various reasons. Some of them believe that no time element at all 

is symbolized by the thousand years, but simply the completeness 

of the victory of Christ and his saints over Satan and all his agents. 
 

Various other social and political movements, both religious and 

secular, have also been linked to millennialist metaphors 
 

The first clear opponent of premillennialism associated with 

Christianity was Marcion (85-160 AD). Marcion opposed the use 

of the Old Testament and most books of the New Testament that 

were not written by the apostle Paul.  He was the first great heretic 

who broke drastically with the faith of the early church in 

abandoning the doctrine of the imminent, personal return of 

Christ. Marcion did not believe in a real incarnation, and 

consequently there was no logical place in his system for a real 

Second Coming. He expected the majority of mankind to be lost 

denying the validity of the Old Testament and its Law. Other pre-

Nicean premillennialists were Irenaeus, Justin, Theophilus, 

Tertullian, and Hippolytus of Rome.  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premillennialism 
 

 

REVELATION 21 

NEW JERUSALEM DESCENDS FROM HEAVEN 

The Faithful Church Is Triumphant  
 

 New heaven and new earth - The situation of the Christians 

is now "new." In 20:11 we saw the heaven and earth fleeing 

away from the presence of God. This is the apocalyptic 

description of God's attack on the world of the unrighteous. 

See Isaiah 13:6-22; 2 Peter 2:5; 3:6; Isaiah 34:1-17; Nahum 

1:1-5 and Zephaniah 1:2f. The language of God's judgment on 
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a nation is to dismantle that nation's world. The language of 

blessing on a nation then is the opposite. He makes all things 

new. He gives them a new heaven and a new earth for his 

people to live in.  A new heaven and a new earth is a new 

situation, environment or state of affairs. Read Isaiah 65:1ff 

and see that a new heaven and new earth for Jerusalem was 

rejoicing and joy. 

 The sea is no more - the whole Roman world (from which the 

beast arose) is gone. 

 The holy city, New Jerusalem - The church, the Lamb's bride 

 Coming down out of heaven -The church's origin is heavenly 

and divine. Beasts who came up out of the earth stressed that 

they were of human origin. (See Revelation 13 and Daniel 7) 

 The bride adorned - She is not dirty, bloodstained and beaten 

but rather pure, innocent and joyful. 

 Wipe away every tear - The past (and immediate) troubles of 

the church have passed away. Compare to Isaiah. 14:3; 30:19; 

35:9 and 25:8. 

 Death will be no more - Rome will make no more martyrs. 

 Bride of Christ - This is a figurative description of the 

church, present, faithful and victorious. This is not heaven but 

the church that has come down from heaven (divine origin). 

She glows with a heavenly glory. 

 Wall - She's protected, safe and secure. 

 Twelve foundations - The church built on the foundation of 

the twelve apostles. Ephesians 2:20 (the church is built on 

what they taught). 

 Measure the city - to stress her holiness and glory (see 

Ezekiel 42:20). This is a cube (foursquare) like the Jewish 

temple was a cube. This is the city where God dwells, not 

Babylon where sin dwells. Ezekiel was told to measure the 

temple (43:10-12) "that the house of Israel may be ashamed of 

their iniquities make known the form of the house … so they 

may keep the form of it and all the ordinances.” The 

measurement speaks about holiness. Its size says "glory and 

security" also, 1500 miles high, wide and broad. 

 Wall of jasper… - the church is precious 

 No temple - the church is the temple of God.  

 No need of the sun - spiritually illuminated 
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 The nations walk in her light - If this is eternity, then where 

do the nations come from? All the unsaved in this vision went 

to the lake of fire. The church is the light-bearer, in her lies the 

hope of the nations, the church that was despised and beaten 

down now sits on a hill. 

 Gates never shut - This is security, no night where the gates 

had to be closed to keep out the raiders. 

 Nothing unclean - The only people allowed to enter the 

church are holy ones (purified by the blood of Jesus).  

 

This is a picture of the triumphant church in history, not eternity 

(although the truths here will continue into eternity, only more 

vivid). It is not the church in heaven. It still shines among the 

nations and brings light to those who walk in darkness. The 

faithful church is victorious, glorious, secure, joyful, pure and 

evangelistic. This describes the faithful church in any age. 

 

 

REVELATION 22 

A WARNING AND AN INVITATION 

 

 River of water of life - In John 4, Jesus used this figure for all 

the blessings, which flow to God's children. In John 7:37-39, 

Jesus uses the figure to refer to the Holy Spirit. It is clear in 

scripture that Christians partake of the water of life already. 

We don't have to wait until eternity to drink it. See in Ezekiel 

47:1-12 that this is a picture of blessedness that God provided 

for the righteous, that flow from God through the righteous to 

the barren and dead places of the world. 

 The throne of God and the Lamb - This is where the mercy 

and authority of God are combined. If it were eternity, it 

would be after the Lamb had delivered the throne back up to 

God (1 Corinthians 15:24 ff). 

 Leaves of the tree – The church’s offering to the nations that 

brings spiritual healing is called evangelism. The faithful, 

victorious, glorious, blessed church evangelizes. May we be 

that church today! See His face - closeness of communion 

between God and His church 

 Reign forever - Revelation 5:10 states this kingdom of priests 

reign on the earth. Live or die, the saints reign. 
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 Seal not the words of this prophecy - Daniel was told to seal 

his vision because the time of fulfillment was distant (about 

400 years - Daniel 8:26). This vision was not to be sealed 

because the time of fulfillment was near.  

 Let the unrighteous do unrighteousness - This is not 

encouraging men to do wrong but stating that people act 

according to character. 

 Right to the tree of life - The tree of life is in the city and 

only the faithful live there. The right is a privilege granted to 

those who belong to Jesus but that right can be taken from the 

saint. This is not talking about eternity and "once saved 

always saved" is not biblical. Revelation 2:10 promises the 

crown of life to those who are faithful unto death. To the 

overcomer Jesus promised, "I will not blot out his name from 

the Book of Life" (Revelation 3:5). It is implied that those 

who fall away will have their name blotted out of the Book of 

Life. 

 Plagues added - How could those who have tampered with 

this book from the day it was written be subjected to the 

plagues written in this book? There are only three possibilities:  

1) All the dead tamperers will be resurrected so they can live 

through the tribulation period when the Plagues are 

fulfilled.   

2) All the dead tamperers will suffer these same plagues when 

they are in eternity (this requires nuclear war on earth, 

resurrection of a Red Chinese army, mutant locusts, 

oceans and rivers turned to blood, resurrection of Gog and 

Magog, etc.    

3) The tamperers will not be plagued with the plagues written 

in this book. (This requires that the plagues be a figurative 

presentation of God's judgments on the wicked or else His 

threat was an idle one). 
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APPENDIX: 

A SUMMARY OF THE BOOK 
 

(Copied from REVELATION by Jim McGuiggan, Looking into the 

Bible Series, International Bible Resources, Lubbock, Texas, 1976.) 
 

"The central thrust of the book is comfort and assurance of 

ultimate triumph. In its unique way, the book told of a coming and 

terrible storm. We saw that the heart of the universe is a heavenly 

throne! God and the Lamb rule - not Italy. We saw the seals 

reveal, the trumpets warn and the bowls punish in a full and 

complete way. We saw the saints sealed against the coming fury 

upon the ungodly; saw the world, piece by piece, attacked; her 

seas were bloodied as were her water supplies; her commerce was 

ruined and her armies defeated while their property was invaded; 

her gods were punished while her society ran riot in decadence.  

We saw the Church under the heel of the oppressor and the 

Witnesses preach in sackcloth, with death awaiting them. But we 

saw the inner sanctuary hold and the Witnesses loyally preach 

and, after death, be vindicated in resurrection. We saw the people 

of God in a wilderness, but saw them nourished while the Devil is 

impotent on earth and in heaven. We saw Rome go under in blood 

and fire and smoke. Rome is seen in all her apocalyptic 

manifestations from the civil persecution sea beast to the religious 

pervert, the earth beast. And the God of all power broils the sea 

beast; and the seductive power of a commercially successful Rome 

(Harlot) is set on fire by no man's hand and burns like Nero's fire 

never did - eternally and thoroughly.  We saw the end of Rome 

pictured in the battle of Armageddon and heard the Serpent thresh 

as he was bound and salted away for a thousand years, while the 

saints, living and dead, sat enthroned with their Lord!  We saw the 

full story told of those who died in the service of the beast. They 

were raised to no thrones but to die one more time, finally, in a 

lake of fire. We hear from God, through the "little time" of loosing 

the Devil, that all attempts by the Devil are doomed to failure, 

anytime and anywhere.  And then we saw the picture of the 

Church of God. Consecrated in her service; glorious and honored 

in her reputation and appearance; unbeatable in her strength; 

intimate in her communion; a blessing to the world and beloved of 

her Lord. HER FUTURE SECURE AND HER TRIUMPHS 

ETERNAL!"  
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