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Spiritual Clothing

Those who have been buried into Christ through immersion in water upon hearing and believing
Jesus is the Son of God, the perfect sacrifice for sin, have been added into His Body, that is, to the
Church He established. "You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ." (Galatians 3:26-27)

It is imperative we become more like Him.

We must study to learn and understand the apostles' teaching, their letters, and epistles, which the
Holy Spirit of God guided them to write. We are now the Church, the sanctified, or those called out
of sin to obedience, or simply the Body. It is by the things we wear or put on (not meaning material
clothes but the way of living) that the world will know we are His disciples.

The leaders of the Jews questioned Jesus "'Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"
Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself." All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matthew 22:36-40)
Jesus also stated in John 13:34 "A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you,
so you must love one another."

A life based upon love, first of God, then of man, will always seek to do good things, to serve rather
than aiming for power, prestige, wealth, or fame. Paul gives us a good list in Colossians 3:12-17.
"Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."

Also, in Galatians 5:22-26 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other."

"You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness." (Ephesians 4:22-24)

In Galatians 5:19-21 Paul identifies some things not to do or become "The acts of the sinful nature
are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord,



jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. I warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God."

Finally, John makes it very clear in Revelation 21:8 "But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars - their
place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."

Paul tells us what to remove to remove from our life and how to live the spiritual life. "Therefore,
each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of
one body. 'In your anger do not sin': Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not
give the devil a foothold. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing
something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. Do
not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others
up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit
of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption." (Ephesians 4:25-30)

Having been reconciled to God by obedience to His message and putting on things pleasing to Him
we grow more like Him.

Questions

1. According to Jesus the two greatest commandments are to love God and to love one’s fellow
man.

“True “ False

2. What binds everything together in perfect unity?

“Faith © Hope C Love

3. Christians who walk by the Spirit

are not self-conceited

¢ do not provoke another

“"do not envy © All the above " None of the above

4. Christians in Galatia were warned they would not enter the Kingdom of Heaven if they
participated in the works of the flesh.



“True © False

5. To whom was the apostle Paul referring when he said put away falsehood, don't steal
anymore, speak no evil, and do not grieve the Holy Spirit?

" Christians ¢ Non-Christians

Answers to Questions

True

Love

All the Above
True
Christians
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